
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

Monthly New sIe tt e r April 2, 1971

Meeting dates:

APRIL , Thursday, April 8th.
11AY, Thursday, May 6th.

SAlv'iE TI?vfE; 7:30P.M.
SAME PLACE: Pacific Savings &: Loan Bldg. 2n(1.

Floor 8211 Firestone Blvd.
Downey, California. (enter up the
stairs from the parking lot).
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Board of Di.l'ector s : Continued discus s ion about the type of support we could furnish
new chapters. Approved rn ernb e r shi p at a reduced rate for certain persons who are
outside the area of a local chapter.

Merrlber ship: Submitted applications for approval.

Marketing: Tested a new appraisal form and suggested certai.n modifications

GENERAL MEETING February 15, 1971

Topic:
Speaker:

Carving Opal
Marvin Wil s on, Gemologist

IIGet the feel of tools and material to begin with'.' Start with the less valuable material
which may, with some imagination have a !Ifeature" such as hair, a nose, the chin,
mouth, etc. Clean up the feature and develop other featurs with tools. In the beginning
work on a two-dimensional figure, like a cameo. After much practise you can go to the
more valuable material and the more complex subjects.

Mr. Wilson then demonstrated his topic. Beginning with a piece of rough feldsper, he
did rough cutting, grinding and polishing before time ran out. He use s a Fordham flex
shaft and various wheels, blades and burrs to cut the waste away. Som e of the tools
he has developed himself. For a minimum of $30.00 plus power, any beginner can get
started in the hobby.



Wh ile indicating that r egul.a r ca r b or und r urn stones could be used for working,
Mr . Wilson expressed a strong preference for diarnond,

11ember &: His Opal: First rn ernb e r to discuss his opal, what he ' s doing and what he
has done was Bill Judd, founder. Bill brought in som e Honduras and some triplets,
showed some rough, and discussed his equipment.

GENERAL· IvlEETING March 11, 1971

Topic:
Sp e a.k e r :

Spencer Idaho Opal
Vincent Falk

1\1r. Fa.Ik , wh o has visited Speric e r so often it is almost his su mrn e r home, described
the location (7000 feet), the area - just west of Yellowstone and some brief geology.
The opal, which occurs in thin s eam s in nodules within a ryolite or clay tube, has
spectacular fire to equal the best when handled p r op er ly ,

Getting the opal out can be as s irrml e as high- grading the durrip s
with a small sledge and rock chisel.

or barring it out

Mr. F'a Ik emphasized that Spencer opal exhibits its best color when made into triplets.
The opal must be grolmd extremely thin to avoid a blue or milky color when capped.

NEXT MEETING:

Practise in using the new appraisal form (attached). Read the explanation and try a
stone at home first.

This new appraisal form, developed by club members, is an attempt to standarize
opal appraisal. It I S not fool proof, but p r e lirn ina r y evaluation indicates it may be a
good tool for the less-experienced opal connoiseur in placing reasonable values on
opal gemstones. Any constructive c r iti cism, pro or can, is solicited so we may
strengthen this technique.
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EXPLANATION

We list three categories of cha r a c te r is t ic s . Each is divided into five factors that
affect va.lu e , Base color is the background color and white base or clear jelly
has a value of L. A stone with this characteristic and value would be entered as
1 in the right h~nd column. Stones exhibiting any other color have a numerical
:;;alue for that factor.

Fire color refers only to the color flakes or sheets when examined under incan-
descent light. (Note: Flourescent light is not recommended for evaluating opal).
The lowe s t value of 1 is used when the two color, red and green, are evident.
When the full spectum of colors is visible, it is multicolor-;'d. A fire color of 5
is used when all colors are there, but with a predominance of red.

Intensity is the inner glow or brilliance of the play of fire. Incandescent lighting
is helpful, but to obtain a better evaluation of "intensity',' use reduced lighting.

The values of the three characteristics are entered at the right and totaled. The
total is then multiplied by the"appeal rating;' Appeal should include, for instance,.
Harlequin with the highest appeal value. Real gems in opal will have obvious
appeal and lesser stones likewise. The total obtained by multiplying appeal rating
X total of the value rating should be very near the retail price of the opal being
evaluated in dollars per carat weight.

NOTE: I / 2 values may be used in the value rating scale as well as in the appeal
rating scale.

Form designed by The American Opal Society, 3-25-1971
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