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July Meeting:

The program of the July meeting consisted of an interesting workshop session on
appraising finished opals, The membens attending the meeting were split up into
s4x groups, and each group was headed by one of #he mone experienced membens.
bach finished stone was subjected o a thorough appraisal wsing the fomm atiached
2o dast month's newsletten,

As an example of the work accomplished, the group headed by Bild Judd appraised
a total of five stones of a surprising vaniety, Youn editon submitied a sodid
of such medivoerity it was almost an embarassmend, while the othens consisted of
a very good doubdet and #riplet by Bild Judd, a brilliant nean~caysiad by Steve
Goddkdang, and a faceted crystal-clean by Mr. Lee Gomez who was a visiting guest.
12 was estimated the netaid prices of the stones nanged from 36.00 £o (35,00,
Udddy enoughy the sione requirning the greatest effort, time, and precision, the
,{'aceiéd, had the deast appeal (all due respect to Mr, Gomez) and it was the
consensus of opinion that at least the particular type of sione in question dves
not dend itself o enhancement through faceting., IZ may very well be that the
random codoration of opal is not compatible with the precise negimentation of
faceting.

This is my opinion, of course, and I anticipate a deduge of nebuttals. Would
any neaden care Fo present his case in a form suitable for publication in the

next issue?

One wond of caution in the wse of the appraisal form. The appeal rating cannies .
tremendous weight in the caleulations. The value rating can wsually be quite
accunately detemminedy and the camat weight &s a constani for any particudan

sdone and cannot be changed. However, the appeal rating is used as a multiplien
and any smadl change here is neflected as a great change in final vadue of the




stone, So caution is advised in estimating the appeal rating lest an exencise in
appraisad becomes an exencise in futility,

August meeting:

I gives me great pleasure in foruwarding a letter from Bl Whittle, our Pro
(hairman, neganrding the August meeting:

"The subject fon the August meeting is opad jewelny, President dmen Reed wild
conduct a generad discussion of jewelny especially designed #o accommodate and
enhance the unique featunes of opad. The discussion widl cover appraising and the
cuwnent fashion trends. Evenyone is encouraged o bring items fon use in the
discussion, As mentioned in dast months newsletten, this meeting and the dast
/app/zaui.ng Linished opaL:/ are presented at this time 2o aid the memberns in
preparing forn the October show,

As Program (hairman, I am constantdy Aecwc/u'hg for programs that will interest the
majority of the memberstip, I would like to endist the aid of eveayone in the
seanch fon and the selection of future programs, During youn visits o othen

club meetings and shows orn in youn reading be observant for anything that may be
of interest to the Society.

During a necent meeting, I made an appeal for hedp and immediately received tuwo
suggestions that produced the excellent programs of May and June. Hopefully,
mone suggestions wild be forthcoming from the membenship.

I encounage yourn comments and suggestions. Remember, the programs are presented
for yourn benefit. In onder #o receive the programs you desire, you must make your
wishes known, I assure you everny effort will be made to fulfill your wishes,"”
Bl Whittde
Program (hairman
Show (ases:
There stidl appeans 2o be some hesitancy on the part of some members in making
a decision regarding the show cases. The following letter is from Phid Lass,
our new Director, and who is ulso in charge of Displays for the Upad Show:
Membens! (xhibit at the Upad Show!
One of the purposes of the show is o give members a chance #o show their opads,
thein fine lapidany wonk, jewelry castings, ete. You are proud of your wonk!
Show !

lhose who haven'z signed up to exhibit thein case, please dv so at the August
meeting on wnite 2o me (y Auguast 8, 1972.

Many members of the Society have an opal case in which o exhibit. This is a
specially-designed case planned just for displaying opads  The Society purchases




the material o buidd #hese cases /exdudmg finishing parts and g,la/.w/, and the
members buidd the cases, Members who need a case shoudd order one now and pay
for the materiads which wild amount %o approximately (3,00,

The following members have already 44,9neaf up %o have cases build:

S. Goddklang Vi Mayo
O, Hudson (o Doan
Do Walbdom Re Bancgewshi
F. (unningham Jo Keeley
[hankas,
Phid Bass

714 So. Verona S4.
Anahein, (alif. 92804
(714) 8286725

Opad Show:

Show (o-(hairman Ruth Wilson neports with deep gratitude that she is getting
excedlent covoperation from Society members in preparing forn the Show. Howevenr,
there are stidd a few gaps nemaining o be filled. (an we have any valunteers
for work in the kitchen? The work is not hard, consisting mostly, I um todd, of
senving refreshments and sandwiches, The work will be limited 2o two houns

and could be an enjoyable stint, sure to be appreciated by all, Please drwp Ruth
a dine at good odd P.0, Box 3895, Downey, (alif. 90242, on contact hern at the

Hugcwi meeting.

M. Frank (unningham, in charge of lectrical fon the Show, sends out an urgent
appeal for heavy duty power conds forn Lighting the displays and deaders stands.
If anybody knows whene we can borrow any heavy duty conds, please det Frank know.

Genenals

{tem: Oun President, M. fdmen Reed, was not present at the July meeting. Fon
those who have expressed concenn, it pleases me 2o inform our membens that
M. Reed is up and about and has fully recovered. It should be a neal
pleasune 2o hean his presentation at the August meeting.

Item: Bidd Judd neports the #raining sessions are progressing satisfactonidy.
Cevenad people have been attending the sessions at his place and as Bl
puts it, "['ve been dearning a dot from them,"

Izem: Bild Judd and [ are about Zo begin work on producing aix rniplets as some
of the show prizes. s there anybody edse who might care o vodunteen?
If nothing else they might keep an eye on me and my worR in onder #o
prevent Bill's place qualifying as a disasten anea.




[tem:

[ ieﬂl:

Item:

My apodogies 2o the Associate Member who wrote requesting infommation on
the padded, compartmented boxes. [ was not advised of the wse to which
you intended the box., [here are no deads as yet as Zo whenre such a box
may be obtained, but I am s£idl working on it.

Une of oun Associate Members asks whether we have any information as o
the mumon #hat an fastean concean has been having some success in the
production of artificial opad, Nobody on the West (vast has heard of
such a numon,  If any of our members are aware of such an operation please

det me know g0 that I may researnch it

{2 was my pleasune 2o be able %o attend the Laguna Festival of Ant dast
week, Fon the uninitiated, each yean a Living Pageant of Art is presented
in conjunction with the Laguna Festival of Ants 1% dasts for approximately
4ix weeks and ends about the dast of August, Tickets fon the Living Pageant
of Art arne nathen hard #o come by at #his late date and this fact may
dissuade many from visiting the Festival, However, forn an admission fee

of titty cents one may enten the Festival grounds o view the ant displays.
This includes many displays of jewelry in adl shapes and forms by most of
the deading jewelny designens of Laguna Beach. Uf particularn intenest anre
aome of the opal jewelry on display. Admost eveny designen on shop has
many choice stones set in a profusion of settings.

Of furthen intenest is the Sauwdust Festival, presented a couple blocks
further up Laguna (anyon Roads The decon here has no semblance of the
quiet dignity of the Festival of Ants, and the art forms aun the full gamut,
from the sublime to the ridiculows. However, several displays of jewelry are
wonthy of note and are well worth the twenty-five cent admission fee.

The hours are from 10 A untid Midnight, seven days per week. [he
artists andfon nepresentatives ane usually on hand and are verny free with
technical information and advice, Any memben living in the Los Angeles
Metropoditan area should considen 2his show a must,
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