AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

Monthdy Newsdetten Decemben 6, 1972
/”eehng. Dates:
Decemberscoeeeesesens P Thurnsday, December 14, 1972
Jantongs cesseiieienann. A e AN N Y B oo Thunsday, Januany (1, 1972

limes 7:30 P,
Place:  Douney Adameda fdementany Schood
86/ 3 Adameda Street, Douney, (alifoania
(Two blocks West of Lakewood Blvd,, on Alameda)
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November Meeting:

The Novemben meeting opened with a total of forty-nine membens and guests present,
There were eleven guests, moat of whom wene rockhounds anxious 2o dearn mone about
opad and the Amernican Upal Society, The quests were introduced, after uhich President
{dmen Reed and fxecutive Secretany William Judd gave welcoming Zalkas, oriented touward
introducing the Society to the gquests and describing ids onigin, purpose, and goals.

President fdmer Reed then spoke extemporanesusdy on opad, its histony, sounces,
types, and mannen of treatment, Une treatment mentioned was a Zype of amoke treatment
of Mexican opal, There uns not much information available on the treatment on its
nesults, but the subject arvused quite a bit of curivsily and discussion and M. Reed
promised to pursue his research into the matter.

Decemben Meeting:

The Decemben meeting will be devoted 2o another workshop on appraising rough
opad, These evaluation and appaaisal sessions alunys bring out the crowds because
of their educationud value., The members are formed into groups headed by the mone
experienced opal afficionados and everybody participates in the evaluation and
appraisad of rough opal, [t is amzing the amount and quality of rough these
sessions bring out.

AU members are asked to please 6Mn9.tﬁwo,mlnou9/z, good oz bad, to the
December meeting, This applies even though you have brought it before. You may
considen it a ne-nun, but in the eyes of everybody else it is a woald's premiene.

Board of Directons Meeting, Thunsday, November 30, 1972,

Don Hudaon has accepted the position of Program (hairman 4o replace Bild
Whittle, AL memberns are asked 2o repont 2o Oon any potentiad program materiad, o
any possibility for dectunes, talks, or othen presentations at our monthly meetings.




This post is weunlly a thankless proposition and bon deserves all the help we can
give him,

Incidentadly, with adl due gratitide for the use of our present meeting facility,
we are investigating the possibility of using anothen meeting place if a suitable one
can be found, Al members are asked o heep their eara open for a new meeting place,
preferably at the same price~—~free!

Mary Wilson has been appointed Technical fditor of the Society 4o covndinate
effonts in publishing a column in Rock and Gems Magazine. Anybody uho wishes to have
an article on column printed in the magazine should channel it hrough Many,

Due to two membera stepping doun for various reasons, there have been some
vacancies on the Board of Directons. As you know, Tom Alexander resigned at the
dast meeting, and John Boyce tendered his nesignation at this meeting,

President fdmen Reed appointed On. Don Hudson 2o fill the vacancy created by the
resigration of John, and he appointed your editon, Vick Mayo, #o fill the void Left by
Tom, Don and I wish tv express oun appreciation fon the vote of confidence and we
hope 2o conduct our offices in a minnen uhich will bring credit o the Society,

We have already thanked Tom for his efforts in behalf of the Society, and we now
wioh 4o offer our thanks and appreciation 2o John Boyce, who has been 10 active in
the (hartea and Redondo Beach (hapters, UOur outgoing Program (hairman, Bill Whittle,
also desenves a round of applawse for his informative programs.

The Board of Directors nominated Bill Whittle o the position of Firnat Vice-
President, and Veanon Trogzi 2o the office of Second Vice-President. The nominations
werne approved and the following noster of officens is now in effect:

President: Edmen &4 Reed
Vice~President: Bl Whittde
Second Vice-President: Vernon Trogzi
Executive Secretany: Bild Gudd
Phid Broaas
(anode Gibaon
Rocky Gibaon
Loreen Haas
Jon Hudson
Vick Mayo
Roas N, Stamblen
Marv Wilson




General ltem:

Are you one of those who cast theirn oun nings? If s0 you have paobably experienced
that awful feeling in the pit of your stomach when you approached the countea of your
docad lapidary shop and checked the price of casting godd, 1%K variety, With me that
price of 850.00 2o 853.00 per ounce brings on instant paralysis of the vocad cords and
the aan nearest the unllet,

But listen, I have news fon those who wene not aunre of this! Last week [
punchased 100 dut of 1% casting godd /aciually 13.5K because 14K is Legally (4 + 5K/
fon 8201.10, on 840.22 per ounce. For those uho are interested, this may be done
by purchasing your godd from Handy & Harman, in amounts of 100 dwt minimm. A furthen
price break is obiained at 200 dut, where it would have been approximately $8.00
cheapenrs

So if you have 6een. hesitating because the 850,00 ,&ng.e is 200 steep, have heart!
If yu cannot afford the 100 dut minimum, you may pood your punchase with a friend
{being ceatain he ia {riend) and take advantage of the price break, There are certain
negulations goveaning the purchase of godd and it is recommended that anybody planning
a punchase familianize themselves with the Godd Regulations as issued by the U,S.
Treasury Department since all sales and wse of godd must be in confoamance with their
PROVLIALONS.

The addresses of the Handy & Hamman offices are as follows: 850 Thiad Ave,,

New Yonk, NY. 10022 * 4140 Gibson Road, (L Monte, (alif. 91731 * 1900 fates Ave.,
Edk Grove Village, 1Ll 60007 * Frank Mossberg Un., Attleboro, Mass, 02703 * 15565
Nonthland Dre, Southdand, Mich. 48076 * 4402 W. 215tk S2., (leveland, Ohio 44126 *
and 12F (xchange Bank Bldg., Oallas, Texas 75235,

Lest I forget, #his item in no mannen intends o detract from the valuable service
provided by our docad lapidanies. They have to make a profit 2o ostay in business, and
the price they quote per ounce is neally quite realistic uwhen you consider if.

General [tem:

(are o save the high cost of staindess steel casting flasks? UWhy not check
with your docal muffler shop on garoge for odda and ends of tailpipe? Being
siainless steel they mke beautiful casting flasks when cut 2o the desired lengths,
This nugget of information is credited to Bidd Judd.

Message ,&wm i/te Marketing (ommittee:

Has everyone noticed the pretty red velvet boxes used at ourn sales booth fon
Opad Society memben sales? We are pleased v annvunce they ane available 4o the
membership at wholesade cost, plus tax, in any quantity, s0 dress up your gpea'al




(ristmas gifts with these fine quality boxes. The prices fon the boxes including
tax is as follows:

Regulhﬂ ﬂiﬂg éox .90 e, /6%50 ngc

Pendant box 1,00 ea, 12,00 Loz,
larning box 1,05 ea, 12,60 Doz.
Tie Tac box .+80 ea, 9450 Doz,
Chaan Box 1.05 12,60 Dog.

The chanm box would be ideal for doose opals, The tie tac box is not pieaced
40 it would also be useful for pienced eannings, small pendants, etc, These boxes
will be on exhibit at the December and all subseguent meetinga, ,

An Opad Tip from President fdmen Reed

As you know, I have been curivus about treated black Mexican opads Mo one
seemed willing 2o share the technigue with me, if there uas one, but the mumours
kept necunring that there was a method of treating consisting of burning on smoking
Mexican opal by wnapping it in some newspaper (no other papen would do) and putting
it in'a fire, I accused my sounces of infommation of smoking more than newspapens
on opals, but never-the-less pursued the seanch fon the treatment,

A goddamith of Mexican extraction finally pointed me in the right direction.

He knew of the paocess and had seen it done. He explained that ondy one type of
Mexican opal can be treated—=the hind thatis white when completely dry, and clear
when wet,

The opad ta be #reated is finst wnapped in a couple layers of newspaper. This
assembdy is then enclosed in aluminum foil two layers thick, and the ends of the
foid are twisted £o seal it, This capsule is then placed dinectly in the flame of
an aleohol damp, orn the eguivalent, but not dong enough tv have the alumirum melt.

{ tried this exactly as outlined, being careful not #o overheat the piece and
checking my progress at least tuice by opening the alumirum foil, and do and behodd,
a ireated Mexican vopal emeaged, When opening the aduminum foil the newspapen should
be carbonized #o a veay dark broun.

No guarantees, folks, and don't risk z‘aeaf.uzg prize opady, but it's worth irying.
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Rockhounds, and others going into the Fomest Primeval-~don'i be the forests' prime evill

Vick Mayo, (ditons




