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Time: 7:30 P,
Place: Douney Alameda fdementany Schood
8613 Alameda Strecet, Douney, (alifornia
(Two blocks West of Llakewod Bind,, on Alameda)
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Decenben Meeting:

President fdmer Reed annvunced the changes in the Board of Directons of
the Societys Those changes were published in the December Newsdettenr.

The generad meeting was devoted #o another of the intenesting opal rough
appraisal sessions. It is my opinion that the appraisad sessions on rough opal
are one of the moat valunble oods we have going for us. Lack of expertise in
this area can be a very expensive proposition and a traumatic experience uhen the
grinding wheel reduces a four=dodlar-per-carat rough v an expensive pile of

Alwige. "

President fdmer Reed and Roas Stamblen have put togethea a slide and tape
on preparation and eutting of opal, which they wild be showing fon the finst time
at the Januarny meeting, They will be inviting comments and suggestions. It
2ook a great deal of thought and work, and we can be sure that it is a presentation
we will not want o mise, -

Februany Meeting:

There have been Zentative plans made fon the Februany meeting, but there
Lo again a scheduling problem, with the possibility the intended speaker will
not be able to make it. If anybody has any ideas fon a presentation which
might be used in February if the tentative one falls through, pleanse contact
Don. Hudson, Program (hairman,

Genenad [tem: (Add #o Opal Lore)

Those of us who are fortunate enough o live in the Newport Beach area have




a bit of required neading=-a fine docal newspaper called the "faily Pilot". It
quite often carnies a shont codumn by J. (. Humphries, of Humphries Jewelens,
(osta Mesa, a dong-established business in the beach anea. We are endebied 2o
M. Humphries fon the following column which appeared in the January 3rd edition.

GéM TALK
Today

6((; y. C. //unp‘uu'.eo
The "Bad Luck" Opad Myth

In 1869, one of Sir Walter Scott's heroines, Anne
of Geierstein, blamed her misfurtunes on opals in her
possession: and thus fngland began a | # yean odd
supenstition that opals brought bad luck,

{2 s thought that flijah Peacock, uwho founded
the jawelny dynasty bearing his name, idolized Scott
and believed this portent of evil. He emigrated to
Amenica in (837, before Yueen Victoria ridiculed the
auperstition by giving her daughters opals on thein
wedding days. With Peacock, howeven, the "bad duck”
onus of opals came #o America.

Elijah's ban on opals in his (hicago jewelry
store persisted through five generations of management
untid, dess than a year ago, the company adopted the
ancient Roman #radition that the "rainbow” lurking
in each opal is a aynbod of hope.

If you have had any doubts as to the taue
tradition of opals, you can now dismiss them, knowing
that in spite of the false superstition, these
beautiful gems have become more popular than ever.

General ltem:

The "in" thing among "opalhodics” today seems o be the enhancement of
opal codon by use of various treatments orn heating processes. A veay good
example of this wns brought out in the December Newsletten in which President
{dmen Reed described a burning newspapen #reatment for Mexican Upad,




In line with that, [ have in my hand an anticle edipped from Gema and
Nineaals Magagine, published about 1965, Bill Judd uns hind envugh o
nelease it from his musty, dusty scrapbook for this newsletten,

Acid Improves Opal

Mo, ===m==, Honodulu, Hawaii, reports that an
onientad jewelen in that city improves the
Lire in precious opad with muriatic ( hyd/wdzlonx'c/
acid. He soaks the stone in undiduted acid fon
three weeks, Acconding o Mo, —==--=, who has
tnied this technigue, the fire in the stone
increases twofold, Aften the opad is nemoved
from the acid, it should be uashed thonroughly
in water and immersed in glycenine for a time,
The jewelen says that s0 far as he hnows the
atone wild retain its fine indefinitely,

(We have not tried this and it is passed on
as information ondy, Be sure to #ry any
technigue of this type on a poor stone first
before trying it on something valuable.
GE&Mmed)
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Farewells

Bl and Della Judd received the following communication, and sadly pass it
along 2o the membens of the Societys

"Dear B and Della--

Our aon, Robert, with no warning--no previvus indication,
suddendy died from a massive coronary.

We stidd can't believe it, Some of the "Opal” people had
met him and Dardene "Shypoke'.

Frances fdenstrom”

As you know, Frances has been a member of the Society for many years. We
wish to express our condodences in behalf of the Society.
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Genenad ltem:

The Opad Talk codumn in Rock & Gem Magagine is being well-neceived judging
from the interest it is geneaating. Une gentlemin, a non-member of the Society, has
mailed us a complete column which is suitable for mbli.mﬁun, requesting ondy
that he be acknowledged as the authonr,

Are there any members who wish o contribuite a column in behalf of the Society?
If 20, please contact Manv Wilson, our Technical fditon, who will be happy to
coondinate efforts to get it published,

Genenad [tem:

Oun membership is stidd growing, and each mail brings inquinies fon mone
information, and applications fon membershin. We are pleased 2o announce that
M. Peter (arrodd, well-knoun opad buyer and dealer of (vober Pedy, Australia,
has forunrded his neguest and dues fon associate membership, I have a feeling
we will be heaning mone from Mr. (arrwdd in the near future, Welcome aboard!

Mre éd Enickoon of Tuscon, Arizone has unitten 2o ask about any information
we may have on how 2o make ceatain kinds of Mexican opad black and fieny, Well
now, isn't that a coincidence? You can be sure that Mr. fnickson widd receive
a copy of our December newsletter, uwhich describes the technigue (plus a
gentle neminder that he has suddendy become eligible to ;;ouz our esteemed and
sedect group as an associate member/,

Genenal ltem:

The February lasue of Rock and Gem is scheduled 2o contain a special section
on Opady, How 2o Buy 12, Tips from éxperts, Australian Report, How to Wonk With I4,
Shop Techniques, and Special Projects. Dlon't miss it! The Febmmry issue will
be on sale Januany (1, and well now, isn't that another coincidence? You may
pick up yourn copies on the uay o oun Januany I/th meeting!
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Happy is the professional whose profession is his hobby.
Victon Hugo
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Vick Mayo, (diton.




