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The attendance at the January Meeting established something of a recond,

We do not maintain officiad recoads of meeting attendance, but an informad nose-
count is usually made 2o deteamine whether a trend or pattern can be discerned
in the Zype of programs possibly having the greatest geneaal interest and senving
2o bring out the crouwds. The attendance at this meeting wns forty-eight membens
and twelve guests.

[ believe the prion necond uns set the evening of Don Hudson's presentation
of Mhere the (odon (omes From", but I must sheepishly confess I was 40 anxious
2o hean the presendation I forgot %o count noses. The estimite of the attendance
at that meeting was based strictly on the fact I had 2o sit a0 far from the
speaker because of the croud,

The January meeting opened with an introduction of the guests and a welcoming
talk by President fdmer Reed, and a baief address by fxecutive Secretany Bidl Judd.
Edmen Reed then introduced the evening's paogram, which was a presentation of Zwo
sdide and tape shows put together by Edmen Reed and Ross Stamblen duning the past
year, and namated by Ross. The first one uas "Dopping of Upal” and the second
uas "Basic Handling of Opal", showing techniques and equipment used. The "bopping
of Opal" created a Lively discussion during the question and answer period.

[t also made me nealize that there appeans 1o be a gap in my development as
a neophyde. opal cutter, My finst feeble attempts were made with wooden dowels
of various diameters, and how I suffened on seeing some good opal shattered
duning the dopping process! Aften I learned #o dop opal "paopeady” with wooden
doweds, I was homified o dearn there was a metad naid technigue which would
have saved some pretty good opad for me.

However, before I could create  a aun on the nail market I had the traumatic
experience of purchasing some fantaetic rough and walking around with the stuff
in a bottle, afraid #o put it to the uheel untid I could get some expeat advice
on how to cut it, My advice came (thank goodneas) from an excelleni sounce,




Bild Judd, but again I must confeas my hain stvod on end when he showed me how
2o cut and polish the stones without benelit of dopping, Those of you not afraid
2o develop the safe-cracker's syndrome~—well-sanded fingers--might learn the
technique from Bill, And just in Eime to preserve my sanity I did see, lately,
that Bl uses nails for some of his smallen stuff, oo I guess I can feel safe
from ridicude in stanting a naid collection.

Don Hudson, Program (hairman, please take note that several people expressed
the desire #his evening o attend anothen presentation of your "Where the (odon

(omes From" program.
Februany Meeting:

Don Hudaon has aranged a program for oun Februany meeting which should be
of great interest o ald of us. He has been quietly and effectively working o
present a program uwhich, o an opad lover, would be tantamount to having Queen
Eligabeth come over to discuss the (aoun Jewels.

He has arranged a talk by M. Mark Stetlen, ouner and operator of the
Spencer Upad Mines, of Spencer, ldaho. As you know, the Spencen vpal has a
brilliance and play of codon second %o none. There was a display case of superd
Spencen opal at our annual show, and the same display was exhibited last weekend
at the (vsta Mesa Gem and Mineral show at the Unange (ounty fairgrounds, We
nevea cease o thaill at the display of codon in this opald and it will be a
read pleasune to hear mone about it from such an authoratative sounce.

General Item:

Marvy and Ruth Wilson have very graciousdy consented to be the Upal Show
(haismen again this yean. So det's hear it fon Marv and Ruth! They did a
tremendous job dast year and we can be sure our show this year will be a huge
success due 2o their untiring efforts and leadenship,

They are atild just in the planning stages, but they express the feavent
hope that the Show (ommittee Members who served so0 nobly last year would do
the same job ithis year. So will the Show (ommittee (hairmen.of the 1972 show
please contact Ruth at the Februany meeting? We sincerely hope you will
vodunteer again this year, and we widl all pledge our support as we did dast
yean.

Geneaal ltem:

Mo &d Slawinski, President of the Redondo Beach (hapter, American Upal
Society, uwas present at our January meeting, He wishes to remind us of the



Northrup Gem and Minesad (Aub Annual Show, being held March (7 and I8 in the
Recaention (lubkouse, 12329 (renshaw bdwd., Houthorne, (alif. They had asked
him whethen the Society might provide a display case of opal. He uwas advised
the Society would be plensed 2o exhibit a case.

The Noathaup (Aub ia a very dange and active group and the show promises
20 be a good ones So nemember the Northmup Show on St. Patrick's lay, and do
baing a Little bit o' th' "green’,

Generad [tem:

The two educational slide and tape shows built up by ‘dmen Reed and
Ross Stambler have been veay warnly neceived, However, it is felt that
another slide and Zape presentation might be appropriate o intaoduce the
other tuwo, This show should lay the groundwork fon the two presently on
hand, by giving some information on the onigin of opal, uhene it is found,
shots of different types of opal, rough and podished, opal jewelry, etc,
The introductony show should be able #v stand on its oun merits, and be
pavduced with introduction, continuity, and ending sufficient to be of
intenest in itself,
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on sdides than we have on hand. It is nequested that anyone having shots of
opad codlection on mining areas, travel shots peataining to these areas, opal
nough, polished stones, vpal jewelrny, or othea shots of intereat please contact
Rass Stambler. The Society would Like 2o bomrow them 2o have slides on
transpanencies nmade fon the show. It is hoped that with your help fdmer
and Ross can produce another of thein outstanding educational presentations,

Genenad ltem:

Have a hankering %o enlarge your Libaary of reference mterial, books on
jewvelny, carving, and such? And for a nominal fee?

The next time you ane in the arer of a White Front Store (the one at
South (oast Plage, in particular) do wander in fon the bangain of a lifetime.
They now have a book section under the name of Pro-tel, uhich has some
nemankable books on art at ridiculously dow prices, 1 picked up a book

titled "Gems and Jawels=-lncut Stones and Objets D'Aat" which containa some
of the most exquisite codon plates on stones, rough and cut, godd and sidver
jeavelry, and carving, I have ever seen, The price is might==82,95-=and for
that price I got rid of two-hundred-ninety=five doddans wonth of pure unadulterated
envy, jealousy and frustration, as well as having a book on gems and jewels




aan feel proud of having in my Library.
For those with an interest in aelated fields of ant, they have a series
of delightful books replete with colon plates with the following titles,
fon 81.49: '
"eneek and Roman Jevellery”
Medieval Goddamith's work”
”é Lish SL»[V?A”
And forn those whose wont is %o warden farther afield:
"Curopean Poacelain”
"Maiodica, Delft and Faience"”

The book on fnglish sidver has full codorn plates of the type of silvea
seen at the Huntington Ant Gallery in San Manino. 1 have purchased all of
the above books and can say without reservation they are the most interesting

and codorfuld, for the price, I have evea seen,

FF I I FHFHFHHK A HT I KX IR H I HH 63 32X 33903 % K FoH I I WK HHe X WK HHHHHHHH KK KKK

Happy is the professioral whose profession is his hobby,
Victor Hugo
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Vick Moy, Editon,




