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PlI.edi.d.en;lt.imeJt 7<eedopened. tAe FeblU.lO.lUJmeeii..n.t;1Ui.iA a bwl Ja1.R. on i.Ite.
fJ'WfJA'1'" /nit. tAe eveni.nJ;, a{XeJt uAi.cIt he i.rdAJxiu.cedBi..ll. tjt.«/d to ilte 9UfMi.4and
mernheM. Bi.J.1. ~ [jA2~ed :tAe 9ued4 ih.en. i:wrned. :tAe meef.i.nt; oveJt i.o Don
Hut:i.donuiw i.rdAJxiu.ced.OUit.dpeo.keJtfait. tAe ev~, 11k. /?turk 5tei:tLeJt, ouneIL and
openadan: ot ih..e 5penceJt OpU. fni.n.ed.

P1Il.. 5i.eii1.eA.. 9fLve an UtteJt.ed.i.nt; ial.h. on ih..e back;twund of:tJte mine, and
l.~ up to ih..e !letlIt 1968 unen. li ua» opened. to ih..e 9en.f!AD.i.puhLLc. Tlte ~
iJnptt.e44wn 1 azme aua!! wUlt UKJ.,d iJuz.t. heJte UKl4a nrzn ot IJKl.AtnfA and. ~ uiw·
appeww to concerdnaxe hi.A etfolLid at. iAe mine foil. tAe ben.e{.U. ot tAe MchJwund.

5ince ·ih..e mine UKl4opened, appIWx.inai.el.y. twe.lve iJwl.UO.nlipeop1.e have paid.

li a vi.dli to Vt.g iltei.A. l.uch. Ad ~uLiJu/..i.pfXl and otAe;w uiw have viAlied i.Ite.
mine can. ai.:ted, t.h.L6 opeNd.ion appetJM i.o have been. inien:liona.l1J; 4& up 0'1
ilte jJtJlJJeAA Thai Be io -deputai.e. ih.e men. /Aom i.h.e ba!f4, a4 tAe ~ f!U..1ed {iAe
i.4 Udua14 imhedd.ed. i.n. nodule« encased. in. tth.!fOlile a-d fAe ~.i..c. Mch, and. li
4eemd t1ud t.h.L6 1tOch.had tAe peculia»: abLlil.!I i.o incneaee i..td .dpeci.f.i..t:.<)A4v~
di..A.ect.4 ptWpoA:ti.onal. to tAe heJ:d 01 iAe cia!!and. iAe u.ani.Ju; V~IL ot iAe ~eA.

HOUJev~ in. -dpUe 01 tAe /act tAe ~ u no mean.itLdk, M.t. 5te:t:t1.eJt
and. ILiA .dall do :tAe1.A.uimo-di. i.o -dee iAai neJIIrraUJUai. u UIlCOVeA.ed.b'l 'do1ett
each. cia!!and. rrcu:l.e ava.i.l.ahl.e io iJw-de uiw uould. 4etl1LcItfolt. tlte ~-iJle (jodded4
ot FiAe. TAe!! Q.It.e 4i.nceJt.e.in. lUJJlii.nI;to l7t1h.e tAe ~ett' -d etfow 1uo.dJwAi.1.e
at :tAe mine, and. will cheett~ Il.efmui the di.L;9i.nt;tee ot a.ru,Px4 uiw teel.d
he did not 9eJ.. h..i.." TTr)ne:;'~ wo.td1t.

Ii lLQ-d 1le!:UM~ to Aea.IL Murk empIuu~e :tAe -dabi.li.i.!! ot tAe 5pencett OfX1.l..
TAelLe uiene .IWIOOMiAiA 0(Xl1.had a tendenCfl to CAO.1e,bui: 11tvrk .dated quUe
/AanJd'l thai due to ~ed ot KUti.o~ fYL~lJ/l.ed dwtuu; tAe ~ ot the .done
ih.eIl.e rni# .be a 9Ood.deal: 0t /Aac.f.uA.i..ru;, btd tAai atUJ~i.one uALdr. UKl4fUJi.

/Aaci.wt.eti dwtuu; iAe ~ opeNd.ion lJXl,d veA.IJ4ftJ.ol.e and i.oak to CJJ:ttiJu; and
~ M UJeil a4 o.ru;otAeJt ofXLl..



F,,1t. iltcMe plann.i.w; a viAll. :to iAe m.i..n..u, iAe.g open. :to :tAe. puhli.c on fth~ 15iA-
:to iAe Iuuui.i..eA4ou...IA, that iA, 4in.ce tAe mi.n.ed CZIl.ea:t an e1.e'tKJ.tWn ot 7fXX)teet
and. tAe 1tILi.n.y. 48Z4on does nad: end until. about. iAe 15th ot 7l.1N!. 50 iJr.e bed Li.me.

. UJOuid /l.~ be pwm the mUId1.e of. :JU/t2 U1I. OCibJb€lt.I-d, uiten tAeg. close; lite.
di99irl9 tee u 115.00 peA di..gt;t!A.peA. ch.g, and. ~ ~ed you wiJ1. fjet tpUlt.

f7IIJney.t4 UJOIt.ift.

Inci.denit:z14, t1hAA 61W11f1ttalong a plwiD<;Aaplt ot a 4li.ce ot 5pencelt. {.i.A.e
opal., taken wi..i:A an el.e.chwn mi..cAo.dcope a:t 46, (}(X) ~p..azti..t.m, and. iAeA.e tAev-
weM., in. b~ ~iJuJ4e ii..tu; Li:til£. .d.L.lit:a ba1.1.d, ail in. l.i.n.e, locAed
in. dep, and. ~ down. iJvwut/t eieJtni:i.y f.ud M /Jon lIuri.don 4CWi iAeg UJOuld

be. FM~
WU:h.t1Lt. 5ie:t:t1.ett tJ.Q4~ Leo Black, UAo aMLdd a:t tAe mi.ne. dJ.uU.nt; tlte da.g,

and. demoMiAa:i.ed cu;Uirl9 and. ~ 0pU.. i..n iAe even.i.ng.. lie u aMO an
aCCl:JmpliAlted.4uveIt.dfTIi.iA and. demoMiAated h..i.d pttotJJeU by ~ni.ru; .deveAtJ.i. ~
and. pendard:« 401.e.l.g. tMoU1Jlt we ot .dUVelt. 40i.dt!A. and ~Ud 4i.1veJt m.:t~
.dUm M .dieM..uu; 41.i..velt.4itee.:t, and. soond. and hal.t-.wund 4il.velt. tuiAe. lie ptuXluced

a veIt.IJ(JIt€4erda.61.e Jtinr;. in. 8 :to 10~, and. a veA.IJptteii:g. pentlmd in. 6 :to 8
mi.tud.€4. 11k.Black u a f.i..n.e CAaf;Lm:m and. adLd and il tJ.Q4a Iteal. ~UIt.e

un.iclu..ru;. him a:t IUOM. Need.l.ed4:to 4a!f, I aune aJJ.aflr.ui.ilt COpi.olU node» and cIAaw~
and am arodoua io apP4; hM method» i.o eome IUOM ot "'fI oun.

We IlIiM. :to i.kuth Inn.. 5ie:ttl.eA. and 11k. Black in. 6eJw.l.1 01 iAe Opzl. 50ci..ettj

/011.a velt!f i..rdelt~ and. ift../olUlni.i..ve t.alk and d.emon.dAaii.on. We aMo w.idt i.o
i:ha.nk Don lIudAon., OUlt 'PIW[)Af1RICha..Uutr:ut,uiw .dpen;i. so mud Lime and. et/od in.
o~ euch:an ou;/"da~ pltedertiJ:Ui..on.

QUIt,1kvr.ch meei..Uzg ~ed 1.0 be a CItJJIDi pl.eJ14eA.and. wi.1l. be one ulu..dt we
uould. Mi u,a.n,t do rn.iA.d. /Jon lIuri.don (611 iAe tLa.!/I /JocioA., uJud. do !IOu plo.n. M
an encone a{.:Wt iA€4e two me~?) Iuz4 ~ed. a i.al.k by one 01 iAe /olU?J1rJd
opal: deal.eM 01 iAe couni:luj., 11k. Cl.rvtence 7?udd, of San OLeL)O.

,"Lt. Rudd.'.d love a/./aiA wi.iA opal. began. dJ.uU.nt; Wo",jd UIcu 11 ulten. h.e Irm:l
duty. in AudAal.ia in Me U.S. Nav!Je lie nrvtAi..ed an A~ t)iAl and blWutjd
he« :to iAe 5i.aied. lie Ite:i:.wtned.i.o AudAal.ia in. tAe f!t1.Ili.!I 6O'.d /olt a pe;r.i.od. of

eix: ~, dJ.uU.nt; uJti..cA he foAmed ~ aMOci.aUoM wU:h. rrrI.n.ff 01 iAe we1l.-
hrwwn opal. dea~ in. 5i.dn.efl and. at iAe rni.n.e4ll.ed.

lie h04 viAilt!!d iAe mines rtt:Ut!f timed and ha» dut; opU... lie neiunn» i.o
AUdi:Aalin. eV01?/ oih.eIt. fletJ.A., rro..i..nia.i.t close coni.ac:t wi.iA h..i.d a440ci.ai.f!A

and a44~ a f}ood. -1UPpi.g.01 doned /olt hU 5an ~ ouJl.et. 1 am 4UIt.e

mad. 01 w.J know h.i.m tMo~ vum i.o ItU 4fwp, 011.ilvwLUjA .de~ h.i.m ai. ih.e



4~. 7i.m 'Rudd., OLVtIacal: ADS membeA, U h.iA bAOiAeA., and. 7i..m U ~eJdo.l,
a1..vf19wUh. Don, in. ~ to have C..I.aA.ence~ tAe trtuu:A me~

l1k. 'Rudrl.w.W. 4peM on C~li-a:ztwn. and. Idenf1./.i.co.iwn. olOpzl.. & fPJU
I.IJell. know, iAeite aA.e nun!f i$fp&J and. ci.ru4i.liClti..oM of opal. and. iAe 4ubil.e.
di..lteiten.Ce4 <Me di..tf-i-cu1i. foil. mod. of U4 1.0 9"'UP. 11k. 7?udrl.wi.l1. de..dClli.lJe.iAe.
di..ltelU!rd. :t'fP€4 01 ofXL4 wLU i.e.1.l. U4 uiud iAe!l look l.i.ke, and. wi.l1. explain.
hou iAe!llZlLe ~i.f.i.ei and ~ed.. lie U an. expenienced 4peakelt and, ~
ha» a ;pteai deal. of ex~e in. iAe f.i..el.rl.

lhelte wi.l1. be a 'luMiion-<1.JWU)eJtpeniod. aftelt Me hllh, and. 11k. 'Rudd wi.l1.
be pleased. to rli..dCUd4i.ndivi.d.ua1. 4i.one4, 1lJJw;A and polulted, wUh. AOS membeAd.
1h.iA wi.l1. be a (jvlden. oppo~ /oil. U4 to have. an expesd: c/..r.JMi.h and 9Af1-d.e
VLVt /avollile 4i.one4, and OUA.memDeMaIl.eWUJed.topvdi..ci..plie b!f b~
~ne4 i:lte!l·would l.i.ke i.o have. c/..r.JMedand. t;JIllded bg 11k. 7?udd.

~en.eAtJ.l. Iiem:

lhe membeM vI iAe LeULVte WoAid'Rock and IttineAJ:Li.Club teai:.wted. 11k. [imelt
Reed, 'P1l.e4i.derd ot Me AmeA.i..canOfXll. Soci..eJ:.!j, at. Mei.Il. mee:ti.ru; on FebllJll/Lfl 7th..
,~ 'Reed'4 [JIte4enJai:i..on. UAl.<i on iAe Mente ''What:. !Jou Would We to KfWIlJ Aboid
O~" lie rli..dpla.!fed 4i.one4 and jeue.lN; (.Iwm h.i.A ptt.i..va.ie co11.ecii..on and dMCAi.l:Jed
pnacedune» developed. b!f P'WfeMwnt:ti.d and. 9enr:J~ /me. hanrLLi.nt; f'l'£cWLU 0pU..

/fJembeM.tup vI iAe 7?ock and Mi.neAa-l.Cl.uh u a.i/,.Mi 150 memDeM, mod 01 uiwm
aA.e aci:i..vel.$f i.ni.eA.ed.ed. in. one ~Il. meJll.e01 iAe fTO.ftJI /aceU 01 wolfh.Uu; wiiA
4:loned. M-t. 'Reed. nepord:« :th.ai. iAei.Il. aVeAage age u abouJ. 75 get1.A.d !fOUIU) and.
i:Nd he ha» nevelt 4poken be~1te a fTIOll.edediaded. and ailen:ti..ve f}/WUP ot 1lJJck.

~~U.

lhe P;Ll.owi.nt; aA.ti.c.i.e appeased in. iAe Fe61tUlVt.V-1973 .i..d.dueot iAe.
Cali../o1l.fW1. l~ 7ot.VUll1.i.:

SlWiLL lo;IY OPAL 7<LJ5N
flioll.e than. 2(X) elaim« Welte fi.l.ed. in. one week. on AudJu:z.ii.a ',d newed
0pU. f.i..el.rl. The II.tIdt -dtvded. uAen. a mi.n.eA.ntZmeLi. Alex Oi.ei.eIl. ~
he !tad. /ound 0pU. dnace« neaA. a ~ileuitell.e opal» weIl.e mi.n.etL 40
fleaM ag.v.

The o-id. ~d iown. on iAe New South Wa.i..e.d/QueeMlaM. bosde». I.ID.,d

OVell.-1UUtbfl iAe eMui.nJ;. htalf.i.c. lhe i:oIm, Aru;J.et:Wol., hIM a
populn.i.i.on oliO. The lad. t.i..me U nade iAe neo« I.ID.,d in: 1950,
uiten. i..i nained;



(jen.eAO.J.Item:

In J:h.e OecembeJt Leoue of. i:h.e bul.l.eti.n 'JOU l/JeIte in./o/U1ted.of. J:h.e ptuJcedwt.e
uiteA.eof/ ffOU mU;hipuAc.h.a4e 141<CDA~ 9Pid at 140.22 peA- ounce bJ! pwu:fta.4i..N;
U in 100 dwi. miniman ~ /Aom 1Ia.ndJr811aJUTrlfle"'J! ~e 01100 dud
cod 1201.10 at iJuz.i. i.ime..

lieU., I hope ev~ nan. old and bo~ bu.cke:LJ 01 fAt! ~ 4iu.f.1 at
ih.ai. ii.me, because Me ptU..ce of. 90id Il.eadted. Il.ecolfli. hi.t;M 01 $96.00 PeA. ounce
on Me London rrr:J.Jth.ei.on FeblUJl1A.f!2)tu1.. A azl.l. iiJ 1IanrJ.v.8 #aARrJ.n. nevealed. J:h.e
pAi..ce of. 100 dud 01 IItK CJLdi.nt;. 'Pid f.Ul4 ~et at 1269.00 peA- 100 dud., 011.
$53.80 pett ounce;

lite paice 011}JJid, beaiuse i.h.e paeciou» corrmxLi.;tJ!iA 40· ci.o4ei.!lIl.el.ai.ed
to OWl /Leu., iA keeni.J; Iel.i:. bf! j.eweiA.y kJ66~. II eJWw). people €XptteM
an i.rd~t in. Memi.i.eA. I wi..l1. p!Uni an CJA.ti..cl.ein. Me next Leaue 01 Me
Bu1Leti.n Jtev~ uito QJte Me fi.ve f.,utnw 01 Me London bul..Lion nrl.Il.kei. uito
fix Me wttld pnice of. 90id eveltlJ dafft and. how and uitJ! i.h.eJ! do U. Ii. naked
/»11. Udell.ediJu; 1l.etJdi.m; /»11. i:Jw4e uno 4i.ud.g. Me riD.L4 9Pltl ~ wi.ih.
deopesaxion: and. /-AuAi.lw,:l:.,Wn.

7ud d;wp a avul. to Box fi95, Ooune!h Cal.iJ.., 1l.~in9 the aA:ti..cl.e be
p!Unied.. lite decceion. wi.Jl. be baAed. on iAe numbeA. olll.~ neceived;

In i:h.e lad iA4ue of. tlte Bu1Leii.n I Il.ef.vvt.ed. to ~eveAal.. booM I had.
ll.eceni:.lJ; pwtclu:z4ed. on l}JJid and. ~LLvell. .jeweiA.y and Itelai.ed~. lh.eJte welte
~o rT¥.lnypeople MJwu; /»11. /wtJ;AeA. in/.ollRtli.i.on I decided to bltiJu; J:h.emto
tAe ff'wtdt meei.intj eo fIOU rtaf! be abl.e to mh.e a fNJte UdeLLit;.erd. deciaion. Q4
to uiteih.eJt IJOU uould. Lih.e to pwr.cfuv.Je 'JOWl ou.n. copies,

It/!I lrde4i. acquiAi..:ti.on. iA '7lte Book 01 Oi.amorttiA, llteiA. lliAtolUJ and. ~QfTWlce

/;wm Anci.e.n:l I ndia to /'fkxieltn limed ", by 70an ifOWll}eIl.Oi..ch.iJt4on, wi.:tA i.rWuxiuc:ti..on
by IIaM.Y WiJt4ton. lh..iA book o~ 4e;/.M /.011. 15.95, but iA on 4Gle ai. iAe
ffay CompafUJ /.011. 12.98 and i..d wlti:h. eveltfl cerd: 01 U.

F/WffI tlte /iA-d diamond» eveJt wcove.Jteti., pttobab4 in i:h.e (joJ.conda mi.n.ed

01 India, Me aidho« iAaCe4 ilteiA h..iAiolUJ and. .wILe, iltItour;A J:h.e Btw.~ ~
to i:h.e 5ouih. A/Jt.ican cIimnond. ~ and. tAe deve.wpnerd of. J:h.e De ~ COMo1.i..-
dtded. Inute4, Jw ptte4ent4; handl.e ei.t;;.Itt!lpencerd: 01 i:h.e IJJOttld'.ddiamond«, Si.ep-
bu-~i.ep rJwi.ol)Al1-pIw .dhow Me pnocee« 01 min~ JAe rrrxieAJ1cl.imt.Jnd. and Me
irdnicacie» 01 how U iA CJd and faceted..

lltede boo/w lOW be on di.4p1o.J! /011. YOWl PeAJJBJ.l. 0ni.J;--and. rwi. /.olt Ioan,

----~~~~-


