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February Meeting:

President fdmen Reed opened the February meeting with a brief talk on the
program fon the evening, after uwhich he introduced Bill Judd 2o the guests and
members. Bild warmly greeted the guests then turned the meeting over to lon
Hudson who introduced oun speaker fon the evening, Ma, Mank Stettler, ouner and
operaton of the Spencen Opal Mines.

Mro Stettlen gave an interesting #alk on the background ofthe mine, and
deading up o the year 1968 when it was opened o the generad public. The primany
impression | came auny with was that here wns a man of warmih and integrity, who
appears %o concentrate his efforts at the mine fon the benefit of the avckhound.

Since the mine was opened, approximately twelve thousand people have paid
it a viait o trny thein ducke As Julius Lippa and others who have visited the
mine can attest, this operation appears o have been intentionally set up by
the Powers That Be to sepanate the men from the boys, as the highly prized fine
is uwsually imbedded in nodules encased in rhyolite as the basic rock, and it
seems that this rock has the peculion ability #o increase its specific gravity,
directly propontional to the heat of the day and the waning vigon of the diggenr,

However, in spite of the fact the digging is no mean task, M. Stettlen
and his staff do their utmost to see that new matenial is uncovered by 'dogen
each day and made available to those who would search for the elusive Goddess
of Fire, They are sincene in wanting Zo make the diggern's effoats wonthuhile
at the mine, and will cheerfully refund the digging fee of anybody uwho feels
he did not get his money's wonth.

I2 was neassuning 2o hearn Mark emphasize the stability of the Spencer Upal,
There were numons this opal had a tendency 2o crage, but Mark stated quite
frankly that due to stresses of various pressures durning the mining of the sione
there might be a good deal of fracturing, but that any stone which wns noi
fractuned duning the mining operation was veny stable and ook 4o cutting and
grinding as well as any other opal.




For those planning a visit s the mines, they open io the public on May 5the-
2o the handier souds, that is, since the mines are at an elevation of 7000 feet
and the naing season does not end untid about the I5th of June, So the best time
- would really be from the middle of June till Octvober Lo, uwhen they close. The
digging fee is 815.00 per digger per day, and Mark guarantees you will get youn
money's wonthe

Incidentally, Mark brought along a photograph of a slice of Spencer fire
opal, taken with an electron micrvscope at 46,000 magnitfication, and there they
wene, in brailliant clanity—those tiny Little silion balls, all in line, docked
in step, and manching down through eternity just as Don Hudson said they would
be. Fascinating! |

With M, Stettler wns M. Leo Black, who assisits at the mine durning the day,
and demonstrates cutting and podishing opal in the evening. He is also an
accomplished ailversmith and demonstrated his prowess by fashioning severad rings
and pendants sodely through use of silver sodder and various silver materials
such as stenling sliven sheet, and round and halferound ailver wire, He produced
a very presentable ning in 8 to [0 minutes, and a very pretty pendant in 6 4o 8
minutes, M. Black is a fine craftsman and artist and it was a real pleasure
uatching him at work. Needless #o say, | came auny with copious notes and drawings
and am ancious o apply his methods 2o some work of my oune

We wish 2o thank Ma. Stettden and M. Black in behalf of the Upal Society
for a very interesting and informative talk and demonstration. We also wish #o
thank Don Hudason, our Program (hairman, who spent 4o much time and effort in
onrganizing such an outstanding presentation,

March mee,tizg:

Oun Manch meeting promises 2o be a croud pleaser and wild be one which we
would not want o miss. Don Hudson (by the uay, Doctor, what do you plan as
an encone after these two meeting,o?} has arranged a talk by one of the foremoat
opad deaderns of the country, M. (larence Rudd, of San Diego,

Mo Rudd's dove affain with opal began during World War I1 when he had
duty in Australia in the U.S. Navy, He mrried an Australian gird and brought
her 1o the States. He returned to Australia in the eardy 60's for a period of
aix yeans, during which he formed lasting associations with many of the well-
knoun opal deaders in Sidney and at the mine sites,

He has visited the mines many times and has dug opals He neturns to

Australia every other yean, mintaining close contact with his associates
and assuring a good supply of atones fon his San Diego outlet. [ am sure
most of us know him through visits 2o his shop, or through seeing him at the




showss  Jim Rudd, oun docal ADS member, is his brother, and Jim is instrmumental,
adong with Don, in arranging o have (larence address the March meeting,

Mo Rudd will speak on (dassification and ldentification of Opads As you
wedl know, there are many #ypes and classifications of opal and the subtle
differences ane difficult for moat of us o grasp, M. Rudd will describe the
diffenent types of opad, will tell us what they ook Llike, and will explain
how they are classified and graded. He is an experienced speaker and, natuwmally,
has a great deal of expeatise in the field.

There will be a question-answer period after the talk, and Mr. Rudd will
be pleased to discuss individual stones, rough and polished, with A0S members.
This will be a golden oppontunity for us o have an expert classify and grade
our favonite stones, and oun members are urged v participate by bringing
atones they would Llike #o have classed and graded by Mr. Rudd,

Genenal [tem:

The members of the Leisune Wordd Rock and Minerad (dub featured Mr, fdmer
Reed, President of the Amenican Opal Society, at thein meeting on Febmmnry 7th.
Mr. Reed's presentation was on the theme "What You Would Like to Know About
Opadse” He displayed stones and jewelny from his private codlection and described
procedunes develvped by professionals and gemodogists foa handling precious opals

Membership of the Rock and Mineral (dub is almoost 150 members, most of whom
are actively intenested in one on more of the mny facets of working with
stones, Mre Reed reponts that theirn average age is about 75 years young and
that he has never spoken befone a more dedicated and attentive group of rock
enthusiasis,

Generad [tem:

The following article appeared in the Februany 1973 issue of the
- (adifornia Mining Journals

SMALL TQUN OPAL RUSH
More than 200 claime wene filed in one week on Australia’s newest
opal field, The nush started when a minen named Alex Dieter said
he had found opal #races near a asite where opals were mined 40
yexra agoe
The odd ghost touwn on the New South Wales/Queensland border uns
oven-nun by the ensuing traffic, The toun, Angledvod, has a
popudation of (0. The last time it made the news was in (950,
when it rained,




General Item:

In the December issue of the bulletin you were informed of the procedure

whereby you might purchase 14K casting godd at 840,22 per ounce by purchasing
it in 100 dut minimum quantities from Handy& Harman, My purchase of 100 dust
cost 820110 at that time,

Well, I hope everybody nan out and bought buckets of the yellow stuff at
that time, because the price of godd neached necord highs of $96.00 per ounce
on the London market on Februarny 23d. A call 40 Handy & Harman revealed the
price of (00 dutt of 14K casting godd was set at $269,00 per 100 dut, or
853,80 pen ounce.

The price of godd, because the precious commodity is 40 closely nelated
2o oun field, is keendy felt by javelry hobbyists. If envugh people express
an interest in the mitter I will print an article in the next issue of the
Bulletin revealing who are the five firms of the London bullion mrket who
Lix the wordd price of godd eveny day, and how and why they do it. [t makes
for interesting reading fon thvse who ostudy the daily godd fixings with
despenation and frustration.

Just drop a cand 2o Box 3895, Douney, (alif., requesting the anticle be
printed, The decision will be based on the numbea of replics neceived,

Genenad [tem:

In the last issue of the Bulletin I neferred v several books I had
recently purchased on godd and silver jewelny and nelated arts. There wene
40 many people asking for further information I decided #o bring them to
the March meeting so you may be able to mke a mone intelligent decision as
2o whether you would Like to purchase your oun copies.

My datest acquisition is "The Book of Diamonds, Their Histony and Romance
Lrom Ancient India 2o Modean Times", by Joan Youngen Dickinson, with introduction
by Harny Winaton, This book /duwu.lg sedds for $5.95, but is on sale at the
May Company fon B2.98 and is worth every cent of it

From the firnst diamonds ever discovered, probably in the Godconda mines
of India, the authon traces thein history and dore, through the bragilian diggings
2o the South African diamond nush and the development of the De Beeas (onsoli-
dated Mines, uho presently handle eighty peacent of the world's diamonds. Step-
by=atep photographs show the process of mining the modern diamond and the
intricacies of how it is cut and faceted,

These books will be on display for yourn perusal ondy--and not for doan.

Vick Mayo, Fditors




