AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

Monthdy Newsdetten My 2, 1973
Meeting lates:
Magfeouesereres P—— veesssees ceerens vevosvacsssseeselhunaday, May 10, 1973
/7 R CEN B RAESERE DS GO LG G ool hursday, June 14, 1973

{ime: 7:30 P,
Place:  Douney Alameda (lementany Schood
8613 Alameda Stneet, Douney, (alifornia
(Two blocks West of Lakewood Bind,, on Alameda)
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Apnid Meeting:

Bill Whittle, Alteanate Program (haimmen, opened the April meeting with a detailed
description of opad muirix treating techniques in generad, and his treating techniques
in particular, Bill had several examples of matrix opad which he had pensonally
treated, Fontunately, he brought some samples which did not respond well =

z‘o.taeaimemfo/ct/ze/ceww(d/uve6eena/zwzonopalmm:ca.4/u—d //-\OSl
successful samples were impressive indeed)
Bl Gudd had on display some samples of treated matrnix which /!f

which Bild accentunted by application of a high-domed quarty cap o
form a very attmactive triplet,

Bill has been experimenting with a polishing Zechnigue for e "‘//
treated opal matrix which may be of interest to ourn readens. /’ku‘/ux\_~k ,i/
opal is rather porous and widd no, as a rule, accept a good polish, Muplmce/umg
a quantity of mirix by polishing and treating in the accepted mannen, then applying a
coat of caystal clear lacquen which is then polished, Successive cvats of lacquern are
applied and polished untid the surface presents a smooth, highly polished texture
nesembling that obiained with a quarty top, The results are surprisingly good and
the process opens up fascinating new potentials and possibilities.

There are many mtrix treating methods and Zechnigues, some of
uhich have been described in prst issues of the Upal Society News-
dettern, but they all evodve from one basic concept, and that is
that mtrix opad contains a certain amount of hidden fire--fine
Mulod:toomeyeaéemmdmeageoand&adamﬂﬂméacfe—
ground rock, When the background rock is darkened in some mannen,
the datent fire in the matenial becomes emphasized against the dark
background, and in some cases this phantom fire can be as exciting as
that of precious opals The fire in precious on fire opal is aluays present and has
but 4o be viewed 2o be enjoyed. But the fire in well-treated matnix=-Ah, that is a
worrnisome thing! It can be fleeting, here now but gone in a flash; a ‘
4yn,o/wny of vucalde&gﬁtinwudtt/zeﬂaeuanevm-memt but elusive i/lulg,

deserve mention. Une example exhibited a bavad nolling gneen flash, @
(t:
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. @ winsome beauty tv be only partially revealed as blossoms through a picket fence—

you know the colon is there in the garden because you saw some of it, but you can
never dee the entire garden, on be sure of how much you've seen)

Now, as 2o the manner of treatment--Jim Rudd wns hind envugh 2o disiribute
copies of his recommended ireating process, A copy is attached for members and
assvciate members who did not attend the Aprnil Meeting, By all means try it==if you
have treated some good matenial the results will be well wonth it, However, please
do not stop therne! The field is wide opens Who hnows, maybe your ingenuity will open
up a whode new field of gematone technodogy.

Bill Whittle has offerned #o assist in compiling a compendium of #reatment
methods, We may be able 2o publish some very worthuhile and interesting treatments
in future navsletitens.

May Meeding:

Oon Hudsony Program (hairman, has been/zandaiwn/zagﬁunand
will provide us with an exciting program for our May meeting. He
has anranged a slide presentation produced and narrated by Mrs John
Ruskis, a member of the Society who operates an opad shop in

e

Seimglisld, Ohis, Mo Runki £a poesentliy Lisivg, in Las 7 /D
Angeles, uhene he is a nesident student of the Gemological Institute 1
of America and is stniving forn a Graduate Gemologist centificate, “k})

John has an enviable background in his field and his experience wild be an asset
2o the Society and to opad lovers eveayphere, He has actually been an opal miner
in Australia untid fairly recently and has some interesting finst-hand expeniences
2o nelate of his life at (vober Pedy. 1 understand he is very articulate and has
some excellent slides to show ws, [ have just finished reading Anchie Kalokenino's
"In Search of Opal" and found it 4o be a fascinating account of the Life and timea
of the opal miners. 1 am sure Mr, kauwollad'dag/zeatdealioowz/mwie@e
opwaardifce&vao/.t/zemmw&odtg{}mdmﬂz eithen inon on "sidver” picka.

Opad_Show:
7&4 zime has come o talk of cabbages and kings, opal shows and other thingas.
' As you know, we have been choosing up sides for our annual
Tournament of Opals--Hey fellas, a good name for it?--and we
have come up with the necessary committees 2o get things on
the noad.
Remember the dates, Uctober I3th and l4th.
esand timea, 10 AM, 2o 10 P, October [ 3th.
10 AM, 2o 6 PM,, October 14th,
«sseand place, Douney Women's (lub
9813 Paramount Blvd. , Douney, (alifornia,
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only the best is good enough




The show comittee members are as follows, selected for thein outatanding ability
as onganizens (and because they protested the deast):

Show (hairmen: Marvin and Ruth Wilson
(ommittees: '
In (harge of Dealens: Marv and Ruth

o Food: Naomi. Barthodomew
Thelma Shively
(hardene Thorne
" 4.0.5. Sales Booth: Fdmen Reed
" Hectricads Frank (unningham
Finances: Lild Judd
" Displays: Vick Mayo
" Publicity: Phid Basas
" Priges and Ticketa: (arod Gibaon
" Auands and Ribbona: Phid and Olga Bass
Hoatesseas: {dith Baken
Many Stamblen

The Society is deeply indebted Zvo those members who have so graciousdy vodunteened
thein senvices and time in pavducing our Upad Show. We particularly wish o thank
(arvin'” Marvin Wilson and his charming wife for accepting the (hairmnship, Howeven,
domebody plense Reep any eye on that idiot in charge of Diaplayss..he will need all
the help he can get,

12 is requested that all Society members extend thein covoperation and help in
making this show as successful as the one we had last yean,

(ommittee members are asked o plense nemember that as the person in change of
a particulan function it is your responsibility 2o ask for assistance on guidance
when on if necessary o bring your area of nesponsibility o
a successful conclusion. Show (ommittee Member-at-Large
Bill Whittle will be glad 2o assist and coondinate activities.

Please bear in mind that you have two majon mediums of
communication==personal contact at Genemad and Directon's
meetings, and through the Newsletten, {ach committee member
is asked to Reep us advised through the Newsletter of any new
e ¢ ﬂ I % developments, neguests for assistance, oz of any majon mile- ©

e — adone uhich should be comunicated #o the members of the ¢ &
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AU Show (ommittee Members and other members vodunteering
thein services are asked o contact any oz

all membens of the Board of Directons for Eb{:}% 63@@@@

information on help at any time, The o (U
Directons of the Anerican Opad Society
are as follows:

President: Edmen £. Reed
Vice=President: - Bl Whittle
Second Vicefresident:  Veanon Trogzi
(xecutive Secnetany: Bill Gudd

Directons: Phid Bass
(arwde Gibason
Rocky Gibson
Loreen Haas
Oon Hudson
Vick Mayo
Roass N. Stambler
Marv Wilson

One of the departunes from past procedure is in ticket sales. (arode Gibson
reports that after considerable study of the time, effont and expense involved in
mailing the Show bhawing Tickets o associate members it has been decided o notify
those membens that they should drop us a line at P.0, box 3895 if they desine
Lickets, As you may nemember, many associate members cooperated in ticket sales
dast yean and some were handsomely rewanded by winning one of the many gifts of
opal and opal jewelny, Lyle Backus, of (hicagn, visited us fon the show and he
won the portable 1.V, set., Associate members are neminded that they constitute a
darge percentage of Society membership and that it is just as incumbent upon them
2o help suppont the Society in this manner as it is upon the charter members o
aupport it by active participation in producing the show. So please, all Associate
Members, when in the future you are queried as tvo the rumber of tickets you will
nequine will you do a Little soul=searching and come up with the ondy dogical
- answer? As you all know, nobody but nobody in the Society receives any monetary
rewand for any of thein efforts. The ondy rewand any of us expect is that which
we will receive uhen we pass on 2o that Big Upad Show in the Sky. So come on
Gang, be the Linst ones on your block o unite for a book of tickeis




