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May Meeting:

Program (haimman Don Hudson presented us with a veny interesting session for our
May meeting, The speaker for the evening uas M. John Ruskis, a member of the Society,
who has fairdy necently been an opal minen at (vober Pedy. I had reported in erron
that M. Ruskis would present a slide program, The program was actually a forty-five
minute film, accompanied by a aunning narration and commentany by M, Ruskis, on his
expeniences as an opal minen.

The fidm began with his departure from Sidney via amall plane #o (vober Pedy.

is footage of (voben Pedy and the people and activity there were the best and most
informative I have ever seen. His description and commentaries were vivid and codoaful
and the photographic work of the undenground drilling and blasting were impressive
indeed, ‘

Gohn also brought information of the greatest impontance #o the Amenican Opal
Society, He neleased the news that the Australian government is setting up a contrwlled
opad operation based on the same principles and theony as the Deleers diamond combine,
the theony being a conseavation and maximum utilization of natural nesounces. Thein
intent iy 2o atop export of add raw vpal., AU opal is 2o be cut and polished in
Australia, thereby creating and supponting a dabor manket of cuttera and polishens
thene rathen than overseas.

Needleas to say, his nauawaaqudeab«mbo/teutaw. The price of opad has
been increasing at a phenomenad rate compared to the price of other precivus stones,
and we had %o suffer this increase in silence due Zo our dove and admination fon
the stone. However, those of us who have been standing at our grinding wheeds
meanidy whistling "Waltzing Matilda" as we cut and podish ourn stones may be coming
up with another tune shortly, like the "Marseillaise”, n'est pas, M. Gilsen?

This wild probably be the incentive nequined for Gilsen to whip the few nemaining
technical problems in his process and we may see a good quality synthetic opal hit
the market in a few months, just as YAG had 2o be the inevitable reply #o the high




price of diamonda, |

My datest information is that the opal miners have appointed a delegation 2o approach
the government o neconsiden this insanity, but it is beleived thein efforts will meet
with Little success. Unce fonces such as this ane set in motion by governments
sheer momentum and inentia dictate that the proposald become daw, The expont cut-off
date is mumoned 2o be September (st and all the miners can possibly hope for at the
present is a one-month extension.

The Los Angeles office of the Australian Trade (ommission has been contacted for
any information they might have but they profess ignonance of any such plan by the
Australian government, They promised 4o investigate and o det us know of anything
they learn, but we really do not expect #o hear from them as no goveanmental agency
wildd announce beforehand any planned devaluation of currnency on nationalization of
industry.
lhe membens of the Amenican Upal Society are duly forewarned of the impending
cut-off of raw opal supplics, But please bear in mind that though the news is not
good, the situation is not disastrous. Godly, there will aluays be finished stones
out of Australia, some Mexican opal is of fine quality and sbability, Mok Stetlen
is coming on the manket with Spencer opad, Monsieur Gilsen is gleefully drymunshing
his hands, and have you Faken a good ook at good odd American firne agate lately?

June Meeting:

Don Hudson, our Program (hairman, will take the stand at oun June meeting and will
give a presentation on "Opal--It's Structure and Fire fxplained in (venyday Temms.
(1 lustrated)”, on "Everything you aluays wanted o know about codon in opal but
were too dagzled to ask.”

Those of yu who heard Don's presentation on "Where the (odor (omes From"
widl nemember that Don gives a fascinating talk and demonstration. Oon will present
this one in dayman's terms which many of us my be glad to hear.

I was very impressed with his last talk, but then I may be more easily impressed
and amaged than most--I remember one day I read an obituary codumn and was astounded
20 see that the previous day eveaybody had died in alphabetical onder!

So det’s have a big turn-out for Don's June program. It pramises #o be a good one.

Opad Show:
There is a comnection in the list of committee membens fon the Opal Show. 1%
should read as follows:
In (harge of Fwd. Naomi. Barthodomew
tazel Hudson
(Harcie Oorn
Hoastess: Many Stamblen




 Anothen problem—-I live on a boat in Newpont Harbor and do not have the space and

facilities needed for building the display crses as we did last yean., Besides, every
time I do something like that somebody falls overboard with a can of beer in thein
hand and the Harbor Patrod charges me with polluting the bay. They don't mind the
been cans 40 much-~they sink to the bottom, but the other stuff floats and sometimes
emits fumes and profanity.

(an somebody volunteen the use of thein gamge for a weekend? This problem will
be brought up for discussion at the June meeting. ,

(arod Gibson advises the tickets have been pninted and delivered, (ach charter
member will be issued a block of tickets, [here will be ten books in each block.
lach book will contain five tickets, priced at .25 each, on one dodlan fon the book
of Live tickets.

Associate members are asked to drop us a card on detter at P.0, Box 3895 letting
us know how many tickets are required. Please nemember my admonishment in the May
insue of the newsletter. The Society needs and deserves your support, Thank you.

Genenad ltem:

back in November on December I wnote an article on how casting godd may be
purchased from Handy & Harmon at discount rates in vodume purchases. [t may be
intereating 4o note that I had punchased 100 dut of 14K casting godd for $201.00,
Last week the price of godd was approximately $113.00 per ounce and Handy and Hammon
was sedling 100 dut of 14K casting gold at §363.00!

Generad ltem:

Due #o an increase in the rental fee and dissatisfaction with the facilities and
senvices, we are no dongern happy with our meeting place at the fAilameda Schools Membens
Living in the Douney area are asked to let ua hnow if they know of any place in uhich
we may hold our meetings, Bill Judd has been checking various places, but without
much duck., There must be one hundred churches in Douney-~dves anybody hnow of one
with a meeting noom on facility suitable for our meetings?

General [tem:

(arod Gibson informs us that all prizes in the Opal Show this yean will be opal
and opal jewelny, She asks all members to stant thinking about on 4o start working
on the opal on jewelry they will be donating as prizes for the shows Please let (arod
know what and when you will be donating.




S/zog//uu‘..
{ once passed on a shop hint uhich has been 6W9mmmﬁaibemuaeo,{my

uncertainty as to the nesults obiained uhen it was used. The hint was that lengths of
auto exhaust pipe cut to suitable length was iderd fon use as casting flasks. 1 would
now dike #o modify that hint, if I may.

The shop tip in itself is very good. Tﬁeaﬁauaipgoeuafamudwatedand
makes an ideal flask. ﬁowven,iﬁaemcewﬁm,{mﬂumo{ﬂwﬁmiuﬁw/twﬂ/mveb
6eo(a/u_,&ed.

, In the finst place, have the muffler shop on ganage from which you purchase the
tubing cut it to the propen dength forn you. The wall thickness of the pipe is 1/16
inch and it is a bean o cut with a hack saw. But this creates anothen problem. The
Zubing is cut with a tubing cutter, and the uheel of the cutten forms an angled lip

on the edge of the tube as shoun in Figure I, For many applications this is not
objectionable, but I have access o a lathe and I faced off the Lip as shoun in Figure 2,

This created a fine perpendicular edge Zo the Lip, but I found that the tubing has
a weld seam nunning the length of the pipe as shoun in Figure 3. This had #o be ground
of{w:./f/lananm#w’teelaz‘/ﬁchledtvane(ecbucduﬂwaduwadedmeadtena’o{iﬁe
tube.

While the parts were in the lathe I applied a fine emery cloth 2o the outside of
the flasks and gave them a mirron finish. The casts coat me ondy .50 each, plus the
tinishing dabon, The dimensions are, 0.0, 1 7/8 , 1.0. 1 6/8, and dength, 2 1/2 inches.
'Ihavenoi/zadﬂzeoppoa«tmdgiomeﬁmyd, le.t/zave,&mao{iﬁem/d
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