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yuly meeti.ng:

The July meeting drew a very impessive attendance. [here were a total of 66
people present—49 members and 17 guests, "(anvin'' Manvin Wilson and others dis-
nibuting the A.0,5. brochures at the shows are doing a very presentable job in
genenating intenest in the Society, We are fortunate indeed o have such an enthusi-
astic PR man in the field,

The meeting was opened by Program (hairman lon Hudson, who introduced John Hall #o
the audience. John gave a minimshow, relating his necent experience in digging opal
at Mark Stetlen’s mine at Spencer, ldaho, John stressed the point #hat in dpite of the
fact Mark and his help 'doge new material fon the diggers each day it stidl requines
Trofan effort o dig opal. He strongly recommends that anybody going to Spencer Zake
along some nelatively heavy digging gean—heavy aledges, heavy boots and gloves, chisels,
etc, The rhylite base rock is tenacious in its grip on the opal docked within and it
nequines a ot of plain hard wonk %o get at i,

Gohn brought back a darge bucket of opal-~bearing nrock, uhich he put on display
at the meeting, Most of it was stidl very much in the rough, but as the end product
of one day of labon it was judged by eveaybody o have been a well-navarded trip., Thank
you, John, and Qood Luck in your cutting,

President fdmer Reed than ook the floor and presented a talk, in his oun inimit=
able styple, on how %o cut opal #o best advanitage. As you know, fdmen's talks are
aluays intenesting, and the presentation was well-received by an appreciative audience.

Aften a Question and Answen perivd on lmen's talk the members gathened arvund the
three projects of the Demonstration Workshop: Elmen demonstrating how 2o cut amadl cabs
on diamond equipment, Bill Judd showing how #o make doublets and #riplets, and Bill
Whittle giving a wonkshop on dopping opal, particularly amadl stones.

Mearuwhile, at the back of the room John Hall conducted a mini=show with his bucket
of opal nough. The scene between shows nesembled a Sunday promenade doun the (hamps
fdysees, with members chatting and prouddy showing off thein "baaggin! rocks” and
othen fashy Little goodies.

AU in add it made for a veny delightful evening with something of interest fon




almost everybody, Don Hudson, our Program (hairman, did it againl
Auguat Meeting:

The August meeting will be devoted #o appraising finished stones. President ‘Amen
Reed wild give a talk on how %o appraise finished stones, aften which we will have a
Demonstration Wonkshop on appraising. As you know, the meeting will split up into about
4ix groups with an experienced person deading each group into the whys and where~fors of
appraisal,

This can be one of the year's most rewanding and educational shows, particulanly o
those of us who have not had much experience or much occasion o appraise finished
atones, New members and those with but Little experience arne asked tv engage in active
participation in the group workshops.

AU members ane asked 4o be sure Zo bring some finished stones o the meeting, but
please, oh please, bring some material other than your "braggin' rocks", Stones of
desser duster give us a widen nange of value. It is usually possible o have each group
conduct appraisal of approximately six stones and we would Like #v have as wide a range
of value as we possibly can. Appraisad forms wild be available at each table, and
membens are asked fo please bring uniting implements 4o record the resulis on his
appraisad form

So you new members-~those of you with that one particularly lovely stone you
gleaned from a 28,00 bottle of nough, and you "Rock-fellers" with youn stones cut from
4,00 per gram nough, come join the fun and satisfy yourn curiosity as Zo what your
particulan Little treasune trove is wondth,

Lem:

A couple of Sundays ago, while browsing through the Unange Theaten Suw p Meet with
5.00 burning a hole in my pocket, [ was suddendy taken aback to be confronted with tuwo
young gentlemen who wene selling--now get this--were sedling opal, rough and Linished,
and doing it in a very professional mannen,

Needless to say I said rothing about my wordd of experience with opal, nor my
profound knowledge of the atone, in hope I might be able %o snooker them into parting
with a few of thein baubles at some ridicudousdy dow price, Well, after casting he
usuad aspersions and snickens at some of thein "trifdes” I casually condescended o
ask the price on one ostone of 2.3 carats, with very impressive fire. Imagine my
chagrin when the young whippersnapper without batting an eye gave me a price of 300.00)
"“Wedd now, 300,00 indeed. And whene did you get the stvone?” His neplay was, "I dug
it out of Leo Nownck's diggina up at Red Rock (anyon.”

Well, 1 guess you know that goit the odd adrenalin wonking, and I determined o

ind out mone about this Leo Nowack opal operation, Un talking %o the young men I
e Dt s o 1 o S Tt digging at Red Rock, and veld sell




thein stones on Sundays at the smap meet, but what bragen effronteny~~digging opal out
of my back yard while I am impatiently waiting fon some opal rough I ondened out of
Australia dwo months agol

We had quite a chat aften I introduced mysedf. They were very enterprising,
intelligent young people and had been anxious v contact the Amenican Upad Society, but
did not know uhere on how, They promised %o attend the August meeting, 1% will be a
pleasure falking to somebody who has had their baptism of Lire up there in the heat of
Red Rock (anyon. Maybe we can get them Zo tedl us something about the operation, and
their experiences,

ltem:

Last yean I distributed the Upal Society Show cards #o fourn dapidarny shopa; Shaws
Rockshop in Douney, Hobbies Unlimited in lBuena Fark, Michaels in Angheim, and the Roc
Shop in La Puente, They all had the cands prominently displayed on their counters and
wene happy 2o do it as it generated interest in a mutuad field, I will dv the same
again %o the four mentioned shops #is years .

We ask that any member diving near a rock shop on dapidary shop please take a
quantity of cards at the August meeting and deliver them o the shop on shops nean
your aneas We must get adl the exposure we can. The Associate Menber ticket sales

are not going well and we have #o drive harder docally #o compensate.

ltems

While on the subject of Associate Member ticket sales I must bring up something
which I find distasteful but which must be broached at this point in time, as they
would say in Washingion.

As you may nememben, in the flay issue of your newsdeiien, which kicked off the
Opad Show, I made an impassioned plea for help from the Associate Members in cooperating
with ws in ticket sales, As [ stated in that issue, "Associate members are reminded
that they constitute a large pencentage of Society membenship and that it is just as

incumbent upon them Zo help support the Society in this mannen as it is upon the
charter members to auppont it by active participation in the shows ... S0 come on
Gang, be the firnst one on youn block to wnite fon a book of tickets,"”

Well, if I were to use the Associate members nesponse o the nequest as a barometer
of the economic condition of the country I would be led to believe that we were in
desperate straits indeed, because as of this wniting a smashing 4. Fo of the Associate
membens have nequested tickets. And the tickets cost ondy 25 each, five for (.00,

Good odd reliable Stan Jones of Provo, Utah has the honon of being first. Thank you,
Stan, Hope you can make it out heae fon the show, A

(ome on, Gang, dast years nesponse was not ovemhedning by any siretch of he

imagination, but it wos much, much betten than 4. Fo. So please drop us a dine at good




odd P.0. Box 3895, Douney, (alifornia, letting us hnow how many tickets you would Like,
lime is getting shont==veny shont=--as youn nequest has to be mailed and delivened, the
tickets have to be mailed and delivered, and the cash/ticket returns must be mailed
and delivered 40 the stubs may be deposited at the show, As you see, this all takes
Zime and the show is ondy tw months off. So please, gentle readens, #ake pen in hand
Zonight to get youn ticket nequest on its umys,

1 Aems

We had a problem on another sort last yean, [% seems everybody waited untid alnost
the dast minute before making their donations of opal stones and opal jewelny Zo (arole
Gibson, (ommittee (hairman fon Prizes and Tickets, and it was a very trying experience
for her, She has not neceived any contributions yet and if you glance at hen nails at
the August meeting you widl see that she has them chewed doun to the finst knuckde.

Ondy a bunch of musochists would dv something like that %o poon (arode, s0 come on,
det's shower hen with opals at the August meeting,

[tem:

(harter member Geonge fash has Avaned the Society the use of one of his centrifugal
casting machines, Bild Judd will put it 2o good use in the Society workshop, Thank you,
Geonge, 1t is a beautifid piece of equipment,

Ltem:

At the daot Director’s meeting we had fifty requests from adl parts of the country
for furthen information on the Society's fducational Programas, The nesponse has been
veny gratifying. Many of the letterns nequested membership blanks, which were promptly
mailed,

Jim Rudd and (Ayde Dorn have very graciousdy volunteened #o handle the wonk
involved in acheduling and miling the programs, Thank you, Jim and (dyde. The
Society can neap much benefit from your efforts in working with and promoting the
programa,

I tem:

(arvde and Rocky Gibaon have a (O-inch Highland Park grinder and polishen for sale.
Please contact them through good ol' P.0. Box 395 for particulans as o moded, price,
etce Un you may see them at the August meeting.

They also wish o inform our members they are in need of a 6-inch diamond lapping
uwheel, (an anybody help them on this item?




If anybody else has a piece of equipment they would like to buy, seld, or trade
plense let me know and we will see that it gets into youn newsletten,

Come o think of it thene has been a read paucity of information, naews, items
of general intenest and the like being fed #o the editorn of the newsletter. If any
memben should read something in any paper, magazine, jounnal on othen printed media
relating 2o ourn field of interest, no matien how remote, please give a thought 2o your
odd editon and maid it in 2o good odd P.U, Box 395, Thanks a million.

_Ltan:

Again, it was my pleasure o be able tvo attend the lagura Festival of Ant last
weeR, Fon the uninitiated, each year a Living lageant of Ant is presented in conjunce
ion with the Laguna Festival of Ant, 1% lasts fon approximately six weehks and ends
about the last of August, Tickets fon the Living Pageant of Ant are hard 2o come by
at this late date and #his fact may diseuade many from visiting the Festival, Huawevenr,
for an admission fee of Lifty cents one may enten the Festival grounds o view the art
displays. This includes many displays of jewelny in all shapes and foams by most of the
deading jewelny designers of Laguna Beachs 0f particudan interest are some of the opal
jawelny on display, Admost eveny designer on shop has many choice stones set in a
profusion of settingse

If wu make the show grounds it would be worth your uhide o look for a young
dady named Norah Pierson, ounern of The Godden fye jewelry design shop in Laguna Beach,
who has an attractive display in the exhibit area. She wears a boulden opal ring which
is a natunad Light amplifiens It can probably Zake a 100 candle=powen Light source and
neflect back 1000 candle=power, I have been desperately groping for some means of
conning her out of the ning—=no big thing for a con=man and inkeanational jewel thief
Like me==but [ haven't thought of a way of doing it yet,

Of further intenest is the Sawdust Festival, presented a couple blocks furthen
up Laguna (angon Road, The decon here has no semblance of the quiet dignity of the
Festivad of Ants, and the ant foams nun the full gamut, from the sublime o the
ridiculous, However, several displays of jewelny are worthy of note and are well
worth the twenty-five cent admission fee,

The hours are from 10 AM. untid Midnight, seven days per week, [The artists
and/on representatives are usuadly on hand and are veny free with technical information
and advice. Any member of the Society living in the Los Angedes Metropolitan area
should conaiden this show a musi,

Vick Mayo, (ditons




