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Auguat Meeting:

The August meeting was held in our new meeting hall, Douncy Moose Lodge 663
bverybody agreed it is a tremendous improvement oven oun lust meeting place, The
new meeting hall has very tasteful decon, and is monz in keeping with the professional
sdandands of the Amenican Upad Society,

President fdmen Reed opened the meeting by outlining the purpose and goals of the
Society, particularly the educaiional aspects as applied o our wonkshop, the edu=
cationad programs, and the publicity obiained faom the annual show,

Aften some discussion of varivus problems associated with the annuad show, all
membens gathened around the workehop #ables and participated in the appraisal of
finished vpals 1 was fortunate o be seated at a tuble uwhich had a wide range of
vpad 2ypes and quality, which sonely tested the effectiveness of the appraisal fonm.
Howeven, it was agreed it was very effective in that it was a veay usefud #ovd fon
appaisad of most Australian, and most Amenican opad, 1% dves not lend itself 2o
appraisad of black opad, Mexican opal, some Amenican opal (Red Rock (anyon, fon
instance , due o our dack of knowledge about this type), non opal which commands
a premium due o sheer sige (lange stone premium) on othen desirable charactenistics

One of the exciting featurnes of the evening was a display of Red Rock (anyon
opal by new charten member John Tansills, (veryone uns deeply impressed by the
brilliance of hia stones, John, judging by the mumber of pevple who vowed o make a.
#rip 40 Red Rock you will not lack for company up thene for the rest of ihe yean,
Septemben Meetings

The September meeting is wsually a potpourri of appraisal of finished opal
jewelny, mini=shows, and talks, President flnen Reed widd present a #alk on finished
opal jewelny, descnibing uhich type has greatest eye and sales appeat, eic, [hose
membens intending to have opal jewelny fon sale in the ADS booth should consider this
meeting a must,




Ltems

(arode Gibson is heaving a sigh of blessed relief 4o neport she has received
the following donations as show prizes:

Leonard and wahnetta Bishop: Upal pendant,
Jacob and Lonetta Schmidit: Opad ning,

Pat and Barbara Donahue: Opal tear-dnop cab.
Gim and Stella Nielsen: Two opal caba.

She says you arne all sweethearts and deserve our Apecial thanks for being the
finst o make yourn donations,

(arode also neponts a Mexican stand-off in ticket sales on requests from
Associate Memberns, The nesponse still stands at 4. 36, and we can probably not expect
any funther nequests at this late date. -
W (harter Nembens who have not as ge,t been issued the ten books (o 'no/ze, Lff ;/ou
wu/z/ of tickets will receive them at the September general meeting, Those not
attending the meeting widl nreceive a surprise in the next muil, Thene is just no
escape from Zime, tide, faxes, on (haimvomen in change of ticket sles.

Lems

We take great pleasune in neponting that Frank (unningham has accepted the
office of Tneasunen, Amenican Upad Society. Frank has been one of the wonkhonses of
the Society, dving a spectaculan job in (harge of fdectricad fon our Upal Shows. His
action wild remove some of Bild Judd's workdoad, e all owe Frank a wote of thanks
for assuming his new duties and nesponsibilities, And Rudos #o &Jl fon his yeans
of work in that capacity for the Society, Well c{one, B,

[tem:

Doc and Many Stambler have recently returned from a trip doun under”, They say
they had a muavelous time. While at (oober Pedy they visited Associate Member Peter
(anrwod and his wife, Ternis Peter and Teri treated our travelens v a Sunday dinner
and a picnic. Peter, loc and Yary wish me to nelay this message-="The "Dampen” was
great”. A private joke, I guess, because Doc uns grinning ean~to-ean.

Ltem:

Would you believe your editon fell vietim to his oun propaganda published in
dast fonth's bulletin? After talking o John Tansill about Red Rock (anyon opal at
the dast genenal meeting I decided I must mke a rip up there 2o satisfy my cuniosity,
Accordingly, I outfitted myself with pick, shovel, and three=pound hammer and headed

(2)




due North for Red Rock (anyon a 5 A, one eventfid Saturday morning, 5 AMy! (an
you wagm.e7 Anybody getiting up at 5 ri,M, of a gaiwzday morning Ls adready acting
Like he has been kicked in the head by a jack-rabbit,

Une-hundned-eighty miles noath of Newport Beach I traded the comfont of the
freeuny fon 3.5 miles of sandy nvad and wound up at Les howuck’s opad diggings. Leo
{9 quite a salesman, very knowledgeable and cooperative. He can need off stonies by
the dogen of fabulous finds at his mine, and #he newcomer would be wise o spend a
half houn on s0 listening as Leo explaina the clues o dook fon in nock dikely %o
contain opal.

At nine o'clock I found myself firmly ensconsed on the side of the mountain, and
f faith can trudy move mountaing, that mountain was soon fo be dying doun at the
foot of the qully, At eleven, with the temperature at (05, and the mountain s£idd not
dying at the foot of the gully, I tried #o spit out some sand and got nothing but a
shrill whistle and a bdast of steam and decided that ihe odd saw about mud-dogs and
Englishmen should have included opal diggens.

Aften about two and one-half hourns of tnying £o keep faom dying on that mountain (yes,
the wond "dying" is aptly descriptive because the human budy defydrates at the rate of
something dike two quarts per eight houns in the desent) it suddendy oceunned 2o me
that [ was neally partly dead, because dying from dehydration on that mountain in
Red Rock (anyon was really a miien of degree-—you begin dying as soon as you enter
that hostide environment and remain alive ondy by water infake sufficient Zo compensate
for doss through evaponrations

At twedve [ had thonoughly lost my enthusiasm for digging and had c{ecided that
there was no opal=~this was all a diabolical fraud perpetrated on unsuspecting opal
dovers by the editons of Rock & Gem magagine and Leo Nouwnckh, After dunch AOS (harten
Nembers John lansidd and frnod Millington #ook off fon thein diggings at the 4op of
the mouniain, while "Bart” Barthodomew (who arnived o4 about 10 At) and 1 decided
2o do some noodling at the fvot of the mountuin where there wene some promising
dooking tailings, With very Little digging on amashing of nock I began #o find
some verny impressive pieces of fire opad. There uwns a man digging those nocks out of
a huge hole uhich he digs each weekend., Why was he not finding the opad I found?

My theony, borne out by John Tansill who has had a great dead of experience at
Red Rock, was that the opad I was finding was not visible to the man throwing out
the tailings because when he saw it, the opal stidl had a relatively high waten
content and it had saturated the stone and had killed its fine. Aftern dying in the
hot sun for days and weeks, the excess uaten evaporated, exposing the brilliant fire
{ very easily found.

And that, dearn friends, brings up a very interesting peculianity about Red Rock
opads, When I got home [ was proudly showing my stones 2o a girdfriend and dunked
then in uaten (a9 who doesn't) #o accentuate the Line, when "Zap!" the fire totally
disappeared and the stones became absodutely devoid of codonrd After quietly crying

forn a Little while out on the patio, l}/cetwmedtooac{lgpuii/zedioneaaxuzg.
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However, when I looked at the stones several days laten they again shoun full
of Lire. Wetting them again lessened the fine but there was s2idl some visible.
Since then I have found that the stones are less and dess susceptable to oss of
tine when submensed in uaten, I have been 2old that the stones will become stable
and wild not dose their fire aften curning for about six months, My finst reaction
when [ wet the stones was of shock and disbelief, because how can yu cut and podish
the stones when exposune o the water of the cutting wheel would hill the fire?

Incidentally, as an indication of how hot it uns up thene, while on the tailings
heap I accidentally knedt on the head of a hammer which had been laying in the hot
sun for an hour on g0, 1 felt the searing heat through my jeans, but too late, That
evening I found a burn the size of a quarten on my left knee-cap, with a blister about
the size of a nickel. When I received the bunn I decided #his madness was enough--1
would wait untid the cood of the evening %o continue my work, but anybody thinking -
along these same linesmuat nemember the immortal wonds of the odd (hinese philosophen,
Sun Yat Sen, I believe, who said "ls hard as hell find opal at night.”

In a nutshell, yes, there is opal at Red Rock, and Lev Nowack will do his utnost
10 show you where and how to find it. However, this has o be balanced against the
extreme heat and hard work necessany to find it. If you are willing #o take the
gamble you should take along tre following equimment in addition #o the usual camping
gean and plenty of waters

/ ea, dong=-handled shovel

[ ea, pick '

[ ea. dange chisel
[/ ea. three-pound hammen (shoat handled)
/

ez, paychiatnist (because after a couple houns of digging in that heat [
can almost guanantee you will begin questioning your Aam,ty/

Lots of luck, folks, my trip was well worth it, 1 hope yours wild be, #oo.

Ldem:

Those membens who would Like #o volunteer thein services for various jobs and
duties at the Upad Show ane asked #o contact Naomi Barthodomew at the Septemben
meeting, We wsually wind up a Little shoat for hitchen help and fon volunteers on
the cash negisten at the snack counter. The duty stinds are ondy two houns and none

of the work is heavy. In fact, it is quite enjoyable,
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Those who will not dearn from histony are condemned Zo repeat it

*************************************************************************************

Vick Mayo, (ditors
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