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November Meetings T

The attendance at the Novembern gmwl meeting was z_ux,ty members and guestas,
FPresident fdmer Reed welcomed the quests and gave them a brief aundoun on the onigin,
background and aims of the Anenican Opal Society, He then gave an account (off the
necord, and an approximation) of the amounts the AUS realized from ticket sales, booth
sales, and food at the annual show.

Unhappily, fdmer had #o announce the fact that there was a theft of some material
Lrom the AUS booth., There were four items (1 cannot recall whethenr they were stones on
javelry pieces) missing at the close of the show, with no accounting of any sale of
those items. UDue 2o the prohibitive cost of insurance to cover such dosses, each memben
sustaining a doss, (there were three) had to accept the doss philosophically, knowing
such a nisk was involved,

The dealens at the show expressed surpnise our doas was s0 dow, considening the
totad value of the items on display but I am sure this was Little comfont to those who
suffered the doss. Al members of the Society offer thein sympathy and negrets. (dmer
Reed has proposed a method of combatting such theft at the next show and we all hope it
wild be effective.

The highlight of the meeting uns the fidm dvaned #v us by Bill Maisson on the
Australian opad fields, This was followed by an equally fascinating film produced and
narnnated by Doc Stambler of his trip this sumer 2o Australia and 2o (oober Pedy. e
wene all amazed to see a green (oobern Pedy. [t seems that area of the Australian boondocks
had an exceptionally heavy rainy season and the usually sconched desert surrounding
{oober Pedy uas actually green-~something which has not been seen in something Like
one hundred yeans.

Both films were very interesting, We wish 2o sincerely thank both Bill Maisson
and Doc Stamblen for their generosity and their sustained interest in the Society,




December Meeting:

Don Hudaon, Program (hairman, has arranged another program which should be of
intenest to all members, The subject of the program will be "Geodogical Fommution and
Internal Structure of Opal, (xplained in fvenyday Language”, a talk presented by
D, Alan (odeville, Professor of Geology, (alifoania State University at Los Angeles.
The presentation will be enhanced by slides and visual aids,

This is neminiscent of Don's talk on "Where the (odor (omes From” and if it is ondy
one-half as intenesting as lon' s talk it should be a read crowd pleaser.

January Meeting:

The subject of this meeting will be "Adventures in Hunting fon Upal in the Good
Ol U.S.AH" /Pa.a.tl.apanbj 4o be annvunced). Sory, folks, that's all I know about this
meeting, but it will be of particular interest to us who can't make it becawse of the
energy crisis (on because of ourn oun personal financial crises) #o Australia, Mexico,
Hondunas, Bragzid, (zechosdovakia, Japan on the Farveas.

Japan? Fances? ' bet you were not aunne untid this very minute that there are
deposits of precious opal in Japan and the Farves, but it is s0 unitten on Fage 31 of
Guido Gregoniettie's "Jewelny Through the Ages”s How I wish there were a Japanese
translation extant so that they would spend mone of their time at the local diggings
rathern than grabbing up most of the good miterial in Australia and Mexico!

The Farves, a relatively smald bunch of isdands in the Noath Atlantic (Danisk:
Pop: #,596) must be gealousdy guarding their wealth of opal, as I haven't seen much of
thein stuff on the local shelves lately. Anybody out there bought any bits on pieces of

an opalized Viking lately?
Item: A Starn is Born!

The Urange (ounty telephone directories have been necently distributed and those of
you forturate envugh to live in Urange (ounty my be shocked o find the following
Listing under "Jewelers—Mirs"—Vick Mayo, 513 1/2 (enter, (osta Mesa (Pdus phone numben)”
Look 2o your daunels, Titfany's! There is a new star on the honizon!

K, tellas and girds, now that the laughten and giggling have subsided, letmeieu
you what that listing is all about.

As mostof you know, I an a salty, testy, bearded, odd wharf-rat who lives on a
boat in Newpont Harbor. It is a cogy, secluded ocimﬁmce, with gentle winds sighing
through the nigging and just the night clutter of "wonthless treasures and priceless

trash” (Don Blandings "Vagabond House”--in fact, my boat is named "Vagabond House") 2o
make the place interesting, but with not enough room for my Frantom cutting and polishing
outfit, on my casting equipment, which [ kept at the home of a shone-side friend,

Well, there came a time when I felt the 20-mile trip indand was more than I cared
2o traved of an evening uwhen I felt like puttering with my gear, s0 I advertized in a




docad paper for a garage 2o stone the equipment, And that is what I found--a tired odd
garage whose sagging ualls ane now propped up by my Frantom, and where Zald green grasses
grow through eracks in the walls, But I don't mind—-it keeps doun the scurvy.

As with many who have fascinating hobbies, I began spending many dong evening hours in
the ganage "wonkshop”, but out of communication with the world, s0 I decided 2o get a
phone installed s0 that I could keep in contact with all my friends--both of them.

The gind at the business office of the phone company asked when [ umg,uu&ed about a
phone "ls that a nesidence?” "Wo, it's a garage wonkshop.” "Oh, it's a business?”
Well, yes, in a uay." "Oh, then you want a business phone. What soat of business is
@2l .. .ad infinitum,

And 40 a new business is born. Mo, I don't make a ot of jewelny—-just a few opad
nings and a few opal things, but it gives me a great deal of personal satisfaction and
pleasure o see the expression on the face of a gird fon whom I have just made an opal
ning. It makes me feel about ten feet tall, So dvok out , Tiffany's, and ald you
othen captains of indusiny! Watch out fon Vick Mayo, for he walks with giants!

AU kidding aside, it all came about because I had a phone installed s0 that my
gidfriend could keep in touch with me--but I wonder, does anybody know where Tiffany's
s? Do they perhaps have green grasses growing through cracks in their ualls?

{tem: :
An about one=third of the way through "The Book of Diamonds” by Joan Younger Dickinson.
Diamonds have a peculian fascination fon me, as they do fon many pevple. In fact, this
past summen I had occasion to attend a garden wedding reception in fncino whene I had

the great good fortune o meet a young dady who was wearing a diamond-studded ring of
Imperial Jade on one fingern and an eleven, yes, eleven carat diamond on a fingen of the
othen hand, Now an eleven carat diamond is something we of the dark uneducated masses
don'# see every day and I was deeply impressed.

There are diamonds of great histonical interest inter~twined throughout world histony.
Great houses of roylty have survived ingquisitions, purges and revolutions on the
atrength of the power, wealth and security invested in their oumenship of diamonds.

The real histony of diamonds goes back #o seven on eight centuries before (hnist, and
the stone has had champions of stature and respect through those three thousand yeanas.

But what of oun beloved gem of gems? What of oun Yueen of Fire? Where is there one
name in opad which commands a niche in its histony as dves the magic of a name Like Harry
Winston? The Hope Diamond? The (ullinan?

"The diamond is beyond contradiction the most beautiful creation in the hands of
Good in the onden of inanimate things. This precivus stone, as durable as the sun, and
{ar mone accessible than that, shines with the same fire, ties ald its nays and codons
in a single facet and lavishes its charms, by night and day, in every clime, at ald
seasons.”  So unote the Marquise de Montespan, mistress of Louis XV, in hen "Memoins".

What we need is some shoumanship, a champion such as diamond cutter Joseph Asscher




of Amstendam, who cut the (ullinan diamond, Un Page 49 of "The Book of Diamonds” is a
photo of that great man, with diamond dopped and arm upraised 2o strike the histonical
blow, Now #he caption--"With specially made #oods in his hand, a yearh study of the
atone in his head, a police guard around the factory and a nurse in attendance, joseph
Asachen prepares o cleave the 3,124.75 carat (ullinan.” A nurnse in aitendunce? Is
the renoun gentleman neally a Walter Mitty about o mash his finger? Well, not on your
Zin-1ype, pa«(.

Go back 2o Page % and get your vicarious thraill at the sheer audacity of the man.
evesit Lo not only the houns of patiend, precise mathematical thinking, the hard
handiwork of the actuad cutting, that wears a man out; there is also the nervous tension
of working with something vastly precious that may be either muined on enhanced by what is
done to it :

When fdwand VII of fngland, for instance, decided the great (wllinan Diamond--3,02%.75
carats=--should be changed from one massive chunk of stone into a codlection of smallern
ones, his cutten, Joseph Asscher of Amatendam, took twwo months to study the stone before
Zouching it with his cleaver, Then on the day of the cleaving, after Asscher measuned,
deliberated and planned his wonk, he struck the first deteamined blow with a nurse and
docton standing in attendance, The blow uns sure; the stone split cleanly into hree
stones, dater #o be cleaved into nine, But Asscher, himself, as he had feared, fell
2o the Lloor in a faintl"

That was in (907, Today, he would have neceived innumenable Uscarns fon that
performance and would make mildions selling midk on 7.V,

So whene do we find a champion of such caliber for our beloved opal? Maybe we can
get Bill Judd 2o practice swwoning on the AUS workshop floon while cutting a stone out
of a bottle of 817.50-a~bottle nough. How about that, Bild? Are you ready #o give youn
all--your fame, honour and fortune for the good of the Amenican Upad Society?

ltem:

The Board of Dinectons has been wonking behind the scenes 2o sodve a didemma., We
wish to hodd an election and have active participation by the members in the elections
for club officerns and directons, But believe it on not, the by=daws of the Society
are 200 cumbensome and uwieldy o be effective in having elections by direct ballot
of all members. The candidates are supposed o be selected by a nominating committee
composed of membens selected by delegates of the genenal membership, but at this point
the procedures and mechanics of selecting the delegates gets bogged doun in ned tupe
and will have o be streamlined Zo become more efficient.

Some of the directons are becoming satunated with (Aub responsibilities, duties,
committee work, and such and would consider turning over the nesponsibilities o new and
capable members through a genenal election, but their ondy recounse at present iy to
nesign. This creates the necessity fon an immediate appointment by the Society preasident
to il the vacancy ( degal unden the 6;;-10144/ but does not dend itself to filling




the vacancy by an election. As a mtter of fact, I was appointed by fdmen to fill the
vacancy created by the resignation of Tom Alexanden, and Don Hudson, our Program (hainman,
was appointed in similar manner 2o Lidd the vacancy occasioned by the resignation of

John Boyce. . ‘

We therefore beg youn indulgence and request that the edections for directons listed
below with thein teams of expiration as directors be held in abeyance untid June of 1974
40 that we may come up with a more effective and workable constitution. fach yean after
1974 will create three vacancies to be filled by a general election.

It is also suggested that the Society officers be elected by the general membership
forn a term of two years, We can thus be assuned of fresh new talent and continuity in

the leadenship of the onganigation each yeanr.
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In the meantime, if anybody should like %o #ake over the duties of the fditon,
ACS Bulletin, please let me know--an immediate appoiniment awnits you.
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When your troubles get you down, remember, a diamond is ondy a piece of coal that
has been hard pressed fon a dong Eime.
| Tniassic Valley Tribune
Re-print from lapidary Journal

FeI I F I H I K I I T T T I HH K KT T F I T I I I I3 36 I I6K I H T H 9 H96 T I HHF HKFIH I I 9036 I 309 H 33 X9 396 % 396

Vick Mayo, Editon.




