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Decemben Meeting:

Vice-President B whittle opened f/le rnee.tuzg with a welcome 2o the gueAz‘A.
{xecutive Secretany Bill Judd gave a shont welcoming #alk and invited new membens
who wene intenested in cutting and podishing opal o visit the AUS wonkehop in
his ganage.

Program (haiaman Oon Hudson introduced the speaken fon the evening, Un, Alan
(odeville, Professon of Geodogy, (alifornia State University at Los f‘?ﬂgdu, who
delivered a presentation titled "Geodogical Formation and Internad Structure of Upal,
Sxplained in fvenyday Language.”

Or. (odeville, who had obviousdy burned the midnight oil in his neseanch on the
night's program, covened the subject quite thoroughly, beginning with a model of
the atoms of silica and theirn arnangement in a theoretical piece of opal, and con-
cluding with a veny interesting discussion and comparision of the geodogical formation
of the Australian opal seams and the mountainous ((alifornia and Mexiocan) opal seams.
The talk generated a great deal of interest and tweaked the curivsity of the membens,
as there wene dogens of questions from the audience Un. (odeville had #o field. [
am sune the good Doctor went away much impressed with the avid interesi in geology
diaplayed by the membens of the ACS.

Thank you, Dn. (odeville, fon a veny enlightening program, and thank ;;ou,

Dre Hudson, for giving us the opportunity o hearn it.

January Meeting:

The subject of #his meeting will be "Adventunes in Hunting fon Opad in the
Good OL" USA" [ wild be offered in two sections. The finst section will be on
Spencen, Idaho opal and will be presented by (harten (hapten membens Frank (unningham

and John Hall,
[ was not awane that Frank had extensive experience at Spencer, but I have seen

and manveled oven a bucket of rhyolite coniaining baillian flashes of fine brought back
from Spencen by Gohn. Faank and John ane both veny active membens of the Society




and their presentation should be veny intenesting,

The second section will be presented by (harter (hapter member John Tansidd
and wild cover his experiences in digging Red Rock (anyon opad. He may have a Little
assist from your editor who will immediately begin a seanch fon some sdides Zaken
at Red Rock, However, slides on no, John has a spell-binding spied about Red Rock
and his expeniences up there and those members who cannwz affonrd a trip o Australia
#his yearn might do well o considen a rip to Red Rock 2his winten aften listening
20 John. The weather at this time of year would be mone conducive to digging opal
than it was when I wns up thene this past summens

fach section of the program widd be followed by a question and answer perivd.

In addition, each member who has had any experience in digging opal anyvhere in the
United States is asked tv bning a sample of his opad with hin, labeled as 2o its
orégin and time of acquisition, [ables will be available for these displays and

if all members who have opal native o the U.S5.A. bring samples 4o the meeting we
could have a veay interesting exhibit,

(ome #o think of it, I may exhibit my tuwo p/u'.ge/ ?) pieces of Red Rock opald,
obtained at great expense and personad sacrifice #his past sumen. Many of you saw
 the stones, about two carats each, and exhibiting the wildest fire imaginable through
windows into the nough—-brilliant reds, with flashes of greens and blues. I have
been uatching these tuwo prizes (?) with 2otal fascination these past months, waiching
then gradually change codon o a pure honey, and now having about as much fire as a
jar of honey, What's with this stutf, John? (an you throw any Light on the subject?
Be sure o tune in Thursday night, Folks., [ would like 2o see this mystery unraveled
before it unnavels mes

[tem:

We would Like 2o Zake this oppontunity tv again inform ourn new members of
the facilities available 2o them at oun AUS workshop. We have a complete cutiing and
podishing operation, with which it is possible 4o take a piece of opad nough and
produce the finad, polished stone.

In addition, we have equipment which will enable you 2o casi your oun settings
in either sidver on gold, You must furnish yourn ouwn metad, of course, but it is
possible 2o cast any setting you wish in the dost wax procesas.

Best of ally, our greatest asset is Bill Judd, our gracious and hospitable host
and mentor, who has been hind enough to peanit us o use his ganage as a workshop, and
who is adways anxious 2o teach our newcomers and to assint ourn experienced cutters
and ousters in thein pet projects. Please contact Bill at any of our meetings and
you may be able #v arrange a very instructive and rewnnding Monday on Tuesday
evening in the ADS workshop. ,



1tem:

We were very sad and distressed to dearn at ourn dast meeting that Frank
Cunningham had just been vbbed of about 318,000 in cut and polished opa, both
Australian and Mexican, I appears o have been the work of somebody who has had
professionad experience with opal, because his good stones were Zaken, while some of
poon quality wene left behind,

If anybody becomes aware of any unusual activity in sudden, unexplained offens
of good opad, it woudd be apmeciated if the person receiving the offer obtain a
positive identification of the sellen,

Ltem:

"Carvin'" Marvin Wilson informs us that the Nomualk school systen is offering
a counse in carving, taught by Marv, at the A fnoanto Schood on Gridley, just off
Sxcelsion in Nommadk, Registration begins the [+ Wednesday in Januiny, a0 you'd
betten hurny, as that was a couple days ago.
. The counse conaists of § sessions, from 7 #o 9 on Monday evenings, and the
negistration fees are 6,00 for Nomwlk residents, and 8.00 for non-residents.
Sach student must bring his own equipment, consisting of a flex=-shaft and various
diamond poinis.
Manv will be glad Zo answer any questions and will be available for the old
pep talk at our Januany meeting., If you miss the meeting, #ake heart, fon he
may atidd be reached at 2/ 3~92( 4898,

So have at it folks, with a registration fee like that and an instaucton like
Marv, how can you lose?
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It was Thomas Paine who said "Jou can'’t go home! "

U P I I F e F T T I I H W H I F o HH I I I H I HFE T T I F I I HF I I K F TR eI T HH KKK HF KT IR H AR H X HRRR

Vick Mayo, {ditons
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Scira Bulletin 4o membens of (harten and Redondo Beach (haptens.

The attendance at the Uctoben genenad meeting was somewhat dess than nommal,
probably due to the fact we had planned no program other #than a genenal get-togethen
and a continuation of appmiisad of items fon the AUS sades booth. (onsequently, it
wan difficult o comunicate oun desperate need for volunteens for various activities
‘at the show and at the seminan. This additionad bulletin is being sent out %o remind
oun membens that we need more help at the annuad show,

o begin with I made an erron in the dust bulletin in sating that the dealer's
tables would have o be set up stunting at 6 P Friday, Ruth and Marv made it clean
at the Uctoben meeting that the tables have %o be up by 6 PN, s0 that the dealens
ain begin setting up thein displays at 6. Those of us who can possibly make it are
urgently nequested o be at the Nomwalk (ivic (enten by 3 P, on by 4 PM. at the
latest, as it will probably take a couple of hours to set up the Zables and 2o put up
the protective papen. Ao you know, the more people who show up, the ewsien the job
wild be on all of ua.

Next, Bill Whittle asks for a few volunteerns to assint at the dvons at the seninan,
There will be people continually passing in and out of the doons and somebody will have
2o be stationed at those points o assune that those who have paid 4o atiend the seminan
have free access to the amphitheater, and he g,ene/zal public is to be politedy but
-ty denied admittance,

[hose offering thein seavices fon #his post are asked to call Bl at home at
714=893-4247, on at 213-922-4372, As you all know, Bill has worked dong and hard %o
set up the seminar and he would appreciate your cwawtmce Let's get behind him and
show oun appreciationd

There are tuw other arews in which we need additional hedp,  Ruth will need mone
people to cover the foun entrances #o the show, and she wild need people standing by
2o neplace the dealens at thein tables when these people have #o Leavethein 2ables 2o
give thein presentations at the seminan. The men of the Society have already been
vodunteening fon the M worky and this would be a chance for the ladies of the
Society 2o show they are willing and able #o participate.

Those people who have not already volunteered are asked o contact Naav and Ruth at
213-921-4898, For three years aunning these two pevople have genenvusdy, without complaint,
acted as chairmen of the annual show, By qolly, Gang, suredy we can donute a Little of




our time o give them a hand! Please calll Ruth is a dedight o talk 2o and she will

6e9,(adz&)ﬁw/9wmyoa.

- Finally, all ADS membens are asked to wean thein Lafeniz_&catwn badges at the shows
This serves severad purposes:

(v 12 will be a help 4o those strangens and others in toun who have questions #o
ask of somebody in the onganization who would be eithen knowledgeable in the
aubject of the question, on can channed the question in the propen dinection on
2o the propen people.

2. 1t can dissuade anybody who might be inclined o indulge in pilferage on theft.
The mene fact that thene are 40 many people sitanding about wearing AUS badges
greatly increases oun visibility and will act as a deterrant 2o any charactens
having ulterion motives. |

3. 1t senves as a selling mediun, Ve have 2o sedl ourn organization Zo those
unfortunates who do not know that we exist, on #o put it in anothen way, we
must adl have as one of oun goals at the show the object of gaining nev membens.
Rememben, most of these people ane attending the show and the seminan because
they have a greaten than avenage intenest in opad. Don'# be afraid to take these
people in hand and point out the wonders and delights of belonging v he
Amenican Upad Society.

Those having display cases 2o set up are asked #o bring additionad extension cordss

We do not know, as yet, exactly how mach access we will have o electrical outlets in
that area, In case we run shont of e(ed/ucal cables, the extension conds may be your
salvation,

Also, if you can, bring adong some sort of plastic cover for yourn show case. e
do not know how much protection we have faom the night ain. If it gets damp somebody
wild coven youn case for yous
- . And last, please fongive my insistence if you have already freely given of

youn i,une and effort. This bulletin in going out #o ald docal membenss This is your
show and your seminan! I natunally fodlows that it is your help which is needed #o
put £ on.

Good duck. oo Thank you, .. Wil see you at the show.

Vick
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