AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

Nonthldy Newsdetten February 8, 1974
Meeting lates:
Feb/zuaag............. ............................ « o Thunsday, Febrmumany 14, 1974
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Time: 7:30 P,
Place: Douney Moose Lodge 663
12741 S, Bellflower (Second Floor), Douney, (alifornia
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Jaruary Meeting: |

American Upal Society President fdmer Reed opened the meeting by asking the guests
2o rise and introduce themselves, We were pleased to note that among the gquests we
had Dr. and Mrs. Barnes, ancheologists who had done extensive exaavation and reseanch
with the late Dn, Louis Leakey. [# wns my misfortune not o be able to chat with
them donger than the few moments I did.

And, while on the subject of quests, for two years straight we have had just a
tine young gentleman of about 75 on 80 fly in from Minneapolis Zo attend a meeting, He
has a iremendous interest in opad and [ have aluways been curious as 2o who he is
and why he flies out to attend the meetings. ((an somebody enlighten me at the next
meeting?

Program (hairman Don Hudson introduced the program forn the evening, The theme of
the two presentations was "Adventures in Hunting for Opal in the Good OL' U, S.A"

The tirst speaker was (harten (hapten Memben John Tansidy, who gave a talk on his
adventures and mis-adventunes in digging fon opad at Red Rock (anyon. Fon the benefit
of those members who did not attend the meeting I would like to ne-cap his presentation,
throwing in a Little of my own fw cents wonth as I go along.

Red Rock (anyon opad is a relatively new phenomenon on the opal scene, on s0 it
seems, [his is primnily, [ think, because there just hasn't been much of the stuff
of gemstone quality around #o create a genuine interes, on o re-phrase that statement,
those who had visited Red Rock {anyon did not obtain enough good opad to impress othens
with the possibilities of ourn dvoal product,

As John mentioned in his talk, Red Rock isn't the easiest place in the world to
dig opals The summers are blaging hot, with tempenatunes of 125° quite common, This,
coupled with the extreme dryness of the air is enough o discourage even the most
dedicated rockhounds. The winters are codd and miserable, and again rockhounds and opal
doverns can easidy think of a couple thousand reasons why they shouldn't go to Red Rock.

Red Rock opal, gevdvgicadly speaking, goes back much farther han Australian opals
The Australian type appears %o be a sedimentary type of deposit, forming as a precipi-
tation to the bed of an ancient sea, as evidenced by the great amount of sea skeletons
and shells which have been opalized.




Nevada opal tends tounrds the type which displaces tree limbs, branches, and
wood fragments. [t is nelatively scance but has exceptional brnilliance, and if it could
ondy be cuned of its tendency #o crage, it would probably be the most sought-aften
opad in the world,

The Red Rock opal uns formed in an eanlien geodogical age. The process began with
the cooling of monumental misses of modten rock., The shrinkage of the rock beneath the
weight of perhaps hundreds on thousands of feet of othen rock bearing doun on it occurred
in a peculion manner, The nock, though contracting, had 4o occupy the same amount of
physicad space and the ondy way it could do s0 was 2o form gas pockets during the
process of solidifying, Through the ages, silica-bearing waters filtened doun through
the rock and through the gas pockets. (ach neplacement of waten in the pockets left
behind mone and more silica leached out of the rock above, until the pocket became
super-satunated with silica and it, Zvo, began to solidify, with the tiny little balls
of silica amanged in the familiar diffraction grating arrangement which gives it its
Lire.

The Red Rock opal, having formed in these pockets, is conchoidal--that is, it
bractures in a nandom mannen. It dves not have the dayers typical of Australian on
Spencer opad. In this sense it is mone dike Mexican opal, except that it is monre
inclined 4o form in (zowzd (more or dess) balls, conforming #o the generally round
formation of the gas pockets., Actundly, a good description of the Red Rock opal
formation is that of random miniatune potatoes, ranging from 1/% inch and smaller
in dength up to 1/2 on 3/% inch. Any of 3/% inch size recovered intact is phenomenal,

[ have heard of some but have neven scen any. Thus, any Red Rock opad codlection you
see will have stones ranging {)uxnaéouthioé’o/z /0 mm in diameter, with ondy a
few darger than this.

And Red Rock opal has its oun peculian characteristics, features unlike that of any
other opal in the wordd, Hhen first hammered out of the rhyolite base nock, it will
mone than Likely appear 2o be a smally, non-descript, potato-shaped nodule not wonth
keeping. It is almost impossible #o recover one of these nodules without breaking a
window of some sont 2o the interion, The window will show no particular codon. I
wild probably be a cloudy on milky-appearing mass,

But lay this nodule aside forn a few days in the hot sun and watch the metamonphosisl!
The Red Rock vpal contains a great deal of water and when #his uater evaporates it leaves
a honey codoned stone containing great musses of truly brnilliant fine. For those who
have not seen this Zype of opal, I believe the best description would be o compane it
2o Spencen, ldaho triplets for brilliance of codor, but in a sodid rather than #riplet
form.

Those having expenience with Red Rock opal are auane that if the waten evaponrates
200 quickly there is a possibility the opad my craze. They soak the opal in glycerin
on minerad oid fon severad weeks to give the opal a chance #o otabilize without
traumatic shock due 2o the uaten doss, The glycerin can be more easily nemoved than can

the craging.




K, (at, 40 now you have an opal nodule which has been drying in the sun for a few
months, has dost its excess water and drives you cragy staring into those fieny windows.
How to cut i£? The minute the water of the grinding wheel hits it, it revents back o
its dack-duster milky appearance and how are you now guing o cut 2o the fine? What
fine? The waten has just dowsed your fire, Bunky.

Well, if you have a diamond wheel and don't wse water you are in fine shape.
However, those of us cutting in the odd-fashioned way with a water buffalo turning our
water-wheels have to resont o a Little imagination. Finat off, the outen skin of
this miniature potato is about the same thickness as its Inish cousing so you right off
know that once you nemove the skin you have exposed the fire. Since the fine is not in
dayens Like the Australian opal you need not worry about cutting Zo the best fine layend
Just peel the darned think like a potato and podish it in the wsuad mannen.

Now you face the moment of twuth, [t appearns you are in the same position as the
surgeon whose operation was a success, but the patient died--your polishing was a
success but the fine died, Gentle neaders, leave us mencifully skip a few days and we
will take up oun stony after the stone has been deft o dry out fon a few days. You
wild now see that it is dosing its milky codon and is turning broun, on honey~codoned.
When it Lo fully dried you will never cease o manvel at the brilliance and play of
ity codon.

John gave me fourn pieces of Red Rock opal #o set in godd mountings for him at
one Zime. Two were clean and brilliani, and #w were about the codon of Mexican "bone”
opad, of the type which we give the burning newspapen cure treatmeni, [ unabashedly
adnit I cracked one of the midky ones, set tw clear ones, and put the othen milky one
aside because of other pressing matitens. The milky one is now perfectly clean, jelly,
yellowish=broun and full of fire. Time, and the drying process do weind things o
Red Rock opal.

By the way, in the last issue of the bulletin I mentioned I had two pieces of Red
Rock opal which had dost thein codon and [ was sonely disappointed. [ found that [
had the #wo pieces in a plastic box on a bed of polyurnethane which had absorbed moisture
from a sdow Leak in a bottle of Australian opad. The vpal sucked up the moisture and
dost its codon. I have since dried them out and they are again #wo beautiful stones.

Which neminds me, if I do not get around #v asking john this question at the next
meeting, will somebody please nemind me? John, will not noamad exposune to waten,
perspination, etc., affect the codon of Red Rock opal being worn as jewelny? Oo you
s0ak it in minerad oid on gdycernin o protect it?

Az this point I must ask Gohn Hall and Frank (unningham o forgive me for noz
covering thein part of the program as thoroughly as I did the finst parnt. They gave
the second presentation, on Spencen, ldaho, opal. We have wnitten much and nead mone
about hat opal in the past and it is betten knoun than the Red Rock vaniety. Suffice
it 20 say John and Frank gave a very interesting talk about the Spencer opal and they




brought adong many samples o show the amount and #ype of opal which can be obtained
there. |

Don Hudson,oun Program (hairman, muwst be commended fon providing an intenesting,
informative evening.

F ebfu.ta.ay Meeting:

The February meeting will have as its chief attraction our oun (harten Memben Naomi
Banthodomew giving a program on "How o Make Beautiful Opad Jewelny by the Loot Wax
Method, " Naomi will amplify her presentation with slides, narration, and a demonstration.

It should be a fascinating subject, particulardly 2o those members who have been
toying with the idea of trying their hand at casting.

Manch Meeting: |

"arvin" Farvin Wilson strikes again with a Zemific program, including instruction
and demonstration of his oun specialized and modern carving Zechniques. The topic of the
program will be "How to (arve Upad into Beautiful and Antistic Fomms,”

Fon somebody Like me who is s2idd struggling Zo cope with simple cabachon forms
this session ought 2o be a swingen!

Ltem:
We are pleased 2o announce that Radph Barthodomew did not suffer a dvss through
theft at the show as was initially reported. He found the stones at home--which we are

all happy %o heanr.

Ltem: :

We reponted in the dast bulletin that Frank (unningham had just been robbed of
about 818,000 in stones. We are happy #o announce #hat a professional jewelny theft
ring has been apprehended and that Frank has recovered about 10,000 worth of his stones.
We hope mone of them may be necovered in the future.

{tem: Good News!

Mary and Ruth Hidson have very graciousdy consented o be Show (hairmen again #his
yean, This information was received with a great deal of jubilation at the last Directons
meeting. Ruth and Manv have done just a fantastic job at the dast two shows and we ane
indeed veny fortunate Zv have them chain the show this yean.

Marnv and Ruth, [ would like 2o extend thanks in behalf of all the members of the

American Upal Society for your selfless act. We ald know how much work it takes and veny
few of us would have volunteered fon the job, Please be assured we will do add in ourn
powen 1o see you get the cooperation you need from adl membens.

Marv has quite a bit of influence at the right places in the city of Norwalk, He
neports the Nomwalk city officials have expressed an intenest in having the Opad Show in




Nomwadk this yean. There is a chance we my have accesas o langer facilities. We will
pass on any further information we may receive on this subject,
Item:

We would Like 2o have any of our members with any photographic experience on
expentise contact John Hall at the next meeting. John hasvodunteered #o assist in
prepanation of sdides in making riplets and we will need the assistance of somebody
with experience along this Line,

[tems

We are also dooking fon somebody o relieve Jim and Ruby Rudd in handling and
mailing the fducational Programs. They are becoming very busy in thein business and it
{9 felt there are otherns who are not 4o busy and who could do the job. We need youn
hedp!  If you cannot vodunteer your services for some reason, can you suggest somebody

who might be intenested?
[tem:

I called Della Judd Wednesday aand was shocked to deann Bill Judd was in the
hospital, Seems he slipped, fell, and tore some ligaments in an upper arm. He may
be out of the hospital in a coupde of days 40 a get-well card may not reach him there,
but as you know he ean aluays be reached at good odd P.O. Box 3595.

Get well soon, BUL, Hope #o see you at the February meeting.

[tem:

The Redondo Beach (hapten was represented by three members at the dast Directons
meeting, It is gratifying %o see they take such an intenrest in oun meetings,

td Slawinski reminds ws that the Nonthaup Gem and Mineral Show will be hedd on
fManch 162h and [72h, the weekend of 52, Patrick's day. He did not give the docation,
but it wild probably be in the Recreation (lubhouse, 12329 (renshaw Blvd., Hauthorne,
(alif. As aluays, they invite us 2o visit the show and Zo bring "a little bit o' #h'
preen”
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Vick Mayo, Sditon.
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