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March Meetings

rinerican Upal Sociedy Vice-Fresident Bill #hittle opened the meeting with a brief
greeting £o menbers and quests, He then introduced Frogram (hairman Don Hudson, who
had arnanged the presentation fon the evening, "Staavin' (anvin'" Murvin Wilson doing
his thing with preciouws stone carving.

Do yyou notice how Jon alunys seems 2o elude the Limedight, taking the Hoon ondy
dong enough %o intrwduce the program, then returning 2o his seat before the membens
realize he has spoken his piece and netined? Yourn editorn would like to take this
opportunity to point out that though lon' s moment in the limedicht is fleeting, his
presence Lo felt behind each speaken, each presentation and programe

Don ia aluug;a reductant to take credit forn the terrific prograns we have been
enfoying. He, Like many others who are wont 2o carny nore than their share of the load,
seems o abide by the tenet so aptly expressed by the poet Robert Seavice in a poem, the
title of which has been dong fongoiten, "Fame Lo but a bubble brief, and glony, vain
beyond beliel.” However, thank goodness, there ane othens, like me, who enjoy other
Little whimsies Like giving credit where credit is due, _

So the next time Uon has his fleeting moment of glony we might ask ounselves whut we
could possibdy have arranged fon #he evening, Have you ever stopped #o think of the
extra hours and the extra effonrt it takes #o arrange some of these programs?’ Perhaps
we coudd adl express our appreciation by injecting a dittle mone exubenance in our
applawse to his introductions to his programs.

Marvin widson then #ook the floor 2o begin his program, fManv likes #o expreas
his phidosophy of carving befone he conducts a demonstration. The best way to exprens
his phidosophy is to paraphrase a Little talk he once gave me about his feelings on the
subject,

He said, "I once knew 2 man who did some canving, no Zoo well, but fascinating
to me nevertheless. Without yet having tried the ant I at once detemnined that I
would begin carving, and that I woudd wonk at it untid I coudd someday carve a face
as exsidy as I could write my name."”

He went on 4o explain, "Vhen you carve you must realize #hut eveny thought, every
movement, eveny muscle must be concentrated and focused on the canving toodi  You must
make yourself believe that there is an adl-powerful point in the ood, controlled by




youn eye and your mind.  You must believe there i a fine, powerfud Line of controd
from your mind, through youn eyes, siraight £o the tood, and that the mind has absolute
pover over the Zood point through that atraight line of communication. I is ondy in
this manner you have absolute controd over the tool and can make it do what you want.”
Believe me, Marv can make that tood do whatever he wants!

Now [ do not profess o be an expert on the subject of carving, The art has aluays
fascinated me, but until [ met Yarv the extent of my appreciation was a profound adniration
for Nichelangelo's "Oavid” and his "Pieta”. They go beyond perfection. Such beauty and
perfection do not usually exis in oun dreary wordd of neadity-~only in the minds of men.
In fact the monumental (13 5") David was carved from a fourteen foot piece of manble
which oniginally was owned by another sculptor and discanded because of a flaw. MNicheld-
angelo carved arvund the flaw and made wse of the canved out area,

farv, even in his wildest dreams, will probably neven have the opportunity o wonk
with a fourteen foot piece of opal, Llawed on othemvise, but I am sure that on a dessen
acale, the same sensitivity, auareness, vision, oniginality and dedication o form must
appdy 2o a two inch piece of opal,

Forn those of you who would Like 2o know more about the subject [ recommend you
hie doun to your docad Librany and check out a copy of a veny dedizghtfud and informative
book titled, "Contemponany Stone Sculpture, Aesthetics, Methods, Appreciation”. From
the fymsheet-="This isthe Lirnst book that shows how Zo create modern stone sculpture,
with hundreds of exanples by Foday's 2op sculptons,”

"This is also a how-to book, giving specific, step=by-step instructions fon creating
stone sculptune: descrnibing vaniows types of stone, how to select and transport i,
telling how 2o carve the stone with hand Zoods and electric or pneumatic power toods;
and p/wviding the methods o;f fmufunz; the work,"

You may neven a0 much as carve even a funkey, but aften reading the book you will
have a finen appreciation fon what the art entails--no, not ocanving tunkey, but sione.

Alten Narv finished his talk he gave a demonstration of carving, wsing vanious
dianond Zoods on opad and othen precious and seni-precious stones. e is always
fuscinating 4o watch and #he demonstration was viewed with great interest by those presents

Thanka, Marve As sduays yourn 2alk and demonstration was fun #o Listen o and
1o uatch.

Apnild Meetings

Program (hairman Oon Hudson has persuaded Geonge fash #o give a demonstration of
his famous centrnifugad casting machine, Geonge wild give the finer points of casting
with conventional equipment,

The second part of the program will consist of a demonstration of controlled insanitys
Your editor wild bring just a mish=mash of home-brewed casting equipment and wild show
gou, through sheen black magic witcheraf?, and about thirty doddars wonth of eguipment

how 2o cast a silvern ning of exquisite taste, form and beauty, However, that will not
be 40 apmanrent, as the rough casting widd dook Like an odd cast-iron ring which has been



deft out in the main and snow for thinty yeans, But I will have with me a finished
ning of the same pattern and the same exquisite taste, form, beauty, etc., s0 that
you fontunate people my see the acturl end nesult of wonking with equipment you i
buidd at home for a pittance.

Anguay, it dooks as though Geonge is intended #o provide the educational aspects
of the show, and I am o provide the comedy nelief. |

{tem:

Am attaching a detter from American Upal Society Honorany Memben John Sinkankas .
It s self-explanatony, 1f anybody has any material #o coniribute you may send it
directly 2o John. Members of the charter chapten may find it mone expedient #o jot
doun thein information and either give it #o me at the meetings or mail it %o me. If
there is any interest in punsuing the subject I would be glad #o coordinate efforts
in wniting the matenial and sending it to John--with due credit given to the contributons,

of counse.

Items ‘
Ve Zake great pleasure in neporting we have volunteens o take over the job of
handling the educational programs. Phid and Olga Bass have graciousdy consented to take
over from Gim and Ruby Rudd, who are becoming much #vo busy in thein business #o devote
the time and effort nequired of the program. The American Upad Society owes Jim and
Ruby a iremendous vote of thanks for theirn efforts in behalf of the Society. And
welcome aboard, Phil and Olga. Your report to the Board of Directons was veny
encounaging.

The educational programs have been shoun as far away as Juebec, (anada. We ane
having additionad copies made %o meet the demand.

[tem:

While s2idd nean 2o the subject of books, President fdmer Reed doaned me a book
titled "Rings fon the Finger”, by Geonge Fredenich Kung, in paper-back, 3.50. I
is a very comprehensive treatment of the subject of rings, starting from rings of the
eardiest neconded times, to the present.

Une wond of caution-=the book is not of a typical noved on fiction format. It
is unbelievably dry and factuad and the mind begins #o wanden every few pages. However,
it would be a valuable addition #o any neference Library,

Ltem:

I spoke 2o John Tansildy, of Red Rock Upal fame, a couple of weeks ago. He showed
me a piece of Red Rock opad rough he dug out a week prion Zo our meeting., It was about
3% inch.es dong and 1/2 inch wide and of absolutely dagzling fire. John says he has

been offened a fourn-figure price fon the rough and I believe it. I do hope he and the

atone can make it to *ﬁu’[ e/tu%,'
***‘***‘X’W***m*%* I FeIIeH K FKH K *m*ﬁ***********************
g considen the alt ve.
[ don'# mind growing odd=-not ns Vich Mayo, Edidon,




! P, 3895
! Downey, Cajj ornia 90242

Jacob R. S'C/'lmlla/ig
monie e
29000 Ded :
Sun Cﬁ#} Cil"léq‘gj?,{,_




