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Apnid Meetings .

There wns a very impressive turn-out at the riprid Meeting, Sixty members and guests
wene present 1o witness a double-barreled progran featuning #ww methods of casting--
centrnifuge, and pressure-machine. Actually, it coudd adso have been teamed a demonsitra-
Zion of economy casting, as both Geonge ‘ash and I demonstnated with ejuipment we each
buidt ourselves and which doesn'? cost an amm and a leg 2o purchase on build.

{t was particulandy gratifying #o me %o have s0 many people visit the demonstration
table before and aften the show to ask questions about my sounce of plans and schematics
for the equipment [ used, and about the anci,a(uzy equipment and gean. Be)&me 6eginn£n9
my dissertation I asked fon a show of hands of those membens alneady involved in casting
and was surprised 2o see about (5 on 20 hands raised, when [ asked forn a show of hands
of those who wene senivusdy contemplating dving Zhein oun casting I uas amazed o see
almost all the remaiining hands (that is, one pen person) naised with a great exubenance.
So [ guess it can be safely said that almost everybody who has any contuct with opad,
s cutting and podishing, also has an intense desine tv create his own settings for his
precious stoned.

Now 2hat you have taken your finst steps in that dinection, may I necommend youn
next, By ald means, you must become educated o add aspects of creative casiting, in-
Auding the equipment used, casting Zechnigques, designing, and the Zoods and materials
associated with the craft, Une of the veny finest books on the subject is "(neative
(asting” by Sharr (hoate. [t is neplete with mone than 400 illustrations and codon
plates. [t contains just a wealth of information on convension tables of weighits
and measures, Eemperaturnes, melting points of vaniows metals, and eve/_'zﬂ/tﬂz’ in the uway
of 2oods, thein mechanics and use.

Needless o say it has influenced me a great dead, and indeed inspired me 2o go
the noute of pressure casting, Un Page 59 of #his veritable goddnine of information
arne the following paragraphs:
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"Straight pressure machines that force the metad doun into the mold by ain
pressure produce the finest castings: but they are oo expensive for most craftsmen,

"With eithen the vacuum=cenirifuge on ain pressure casting machines, the thin
ailky gossamer of a bumblebee on horsefly wing can be neproduced in a dacy net of
precious metad,"” :

Sadly, it is true that pressure casting machines are the most expensive, thue
the necessity for me 2o buidd my oun. Fonr those unfortunates who missed the dasi
meeting and who already oun Sharr's book on will buy it, the pressure machine I built
and used has the same principle of operation as Figure (09, Page 60 of hen book. The
aidvern opad nring I passed around duning the demonstration shows that the method can
faithfully reproduce admost any intricacy of design.

Geonge fash, in his talk and demonstration, showed that the short cuts I iniro-
duced to conventional casting (my demo probably set back the state of the art 20 years)
can be cannied even further. [ have aluays Lined my casting fasks with asbestos.
Geonge said he never dves and achieves wondrous results. Une of my next projects wild
have o be done sans dining.

The centrifuge Geonge used in his demonstration had a buili-in safety chamben,
which is an integrad part of the centrifuge aam, and which is designed #o catch any
Hying metad if perchance something went awry, That is a fine feature Geonge, as add
the centrifuges I have seen and have wsed are aluays operated in a tub, and the inside
of the tub wsually has tell-tale mirks of splashed metal and past mishaps.

Geonge and I both wish to thank you forn your rapt attention and your profound
display of interest, 1t was a plensure forn both of us.

May Meeting:

Program (hainman Don Hudson has arranged a sdight depanture from our wsuad annuad
achedule, Ve have aluays waited untid August to hodd our appraisad session on finished
and podished opals Howeven, due o the number of new members who have been asking how
we set values on cut stones, Don has changed ourn format somewhat and we will have ourn
appraisd session on finished otones at oun May meeting., This will be followed by an
appraisad session on opad rough at ourn June meeting. It is hoped this will give our
members the education in stones they will need #o produce those beautiful display items
for 2he annual opal shows

President “dmen Reed will open the program with a talk on how o appraise finished
stones. HNow, many of you old-timens may be able Zo eye-ball a stvne and come up with an
educated quess as o its wonth, but it 22l entails a calculated nisk, Uun aim is 4o
remove as much of the risk as possible, g0 that the finad value of the atone is based
on quantitative values where possible, rathen than on edusive qualitative values.

Please nefer to the attached AUS appraisad form and you wild note that those qualities
which determine the final value of a stone have been categonized and have been assigned
numenicad values, The explanation is quite clear and with this valuable #ood a penson
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can come up with a very close estimite of the stone’s actuad retaid value.

The appraisad sessions are woually divided into groups of five on six people at
a table. [Membens of the Society with expertise on expenience with the forms will
act as table monitors in applying the forms o the appraisal Zasks. [lembers attending
the meeting are asked to bring wniting implements with which o fill out the fomms.

lhe following pevple are asked %o attend the meeting to assist as table monitons:
Judd, Gibson, #hittle, Hall, Wilson, (unningham, Reed, Trvzzi, Bass, Rudd, and ozhers
who have assisted in the pasi,

This is one of the most educational and rewarding programs of the year and all
new membens ane asked 2o activedy participate in the appraisal sessions. AL membenrs,
new and otherwise, are asked Zo bring some cut and polished stones, Please rememben
20 bring stones of various quality devels as the foam is applicable #o stones of ald
stages of appeal and price rangess So bring some of youn pooner or mediocre stones
as well as your braggin' rockas.

As the form explaing, it can be wied forn about 95% of the Australian opad bought
and s0dd by the public, but dv not attempt to wse it fon treated opad doublets, on
triplets, o

Don has asked to have one table set aside as a kind of advisony #able fon anyone
who might have some opad rough they would Like %o have a Little advice on, on for
anyone who might like #o have sume help and advice in onienting, cutting, on polishing
a particular piece of rough.

We can adl dearn something from the appraisad sessions, Hope to see you thene!

[»tem:
May I preface #his item with a dundy dittle gen submitted byourn charning (harter
Chapter Memben (arode Gibson?

"here Do You Fit In"

Some keep thein onganization 4iro

hido olhers foin’ juit 4o botongs”

Some vodunteen and do thein share,

Un meeting night, some always show,

While some thene are who never go.

Some aluays pay their dues ahead,

Some get Zdeﬁuzd for months instead,

Some do thein best: some build, some make.
Some never do == just sit and Zake.

Some lag behind, just det #hings go,

And nevern hedp 2hein group o grow.

Some drag: some pull,” Some don'; some do
(onsider’ Member! Vhich are you?

The foregoing by uay of intrwducing the hot news about the upcoming elections=a
broad hint that we would dike %o have greaten genenal membership participation in the
activities and functions continually in progress,

At the Apaid meeting Nominating (ommittee (hairman Vern Trogzi announced #he names
af #hoao nominated as candidates fon the three openings on the Board of Directors of
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the Americun Unil Soci-Zye  Those stepping down ane Vean Troggi, Bill Judd, and Rocky
Gibson. The candidates selected by the Nominating (ommitiee are;

Frank (unningham
Naomi Lartholemew
Szan Goddklang
Leonard Bishop
Pat Donohue
Denise Lippa

I~
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Nominations from the floon were then asked of the general membenship,
nominated were;
Vern Trozzi
Bl ;ua/a/

Lou Rosenstein

Ve widl ballot 1t the Moy meeting to fill the vacancies on the bBoard of Directona.

The club officens, in accondance with the Society by-laws, must be elected from the Board
of Directorns, Dirnectors thus nominated mur have at least one yean of his team remiining.
Ve wish to elect oun Society officens at the June meeting, so the Mlay election of three
new lirectons assures that all Directons will have at least one yean of his tean nemaining.

Idease be advized that there iy one exception o the mule--the club Fresident may
be edected from the General Membershin, with approval of 2/3 majority vote of the Directons.
So at our May meeting, aften the positions of #he Directons have been filled the nominating
(omittee will announce candidates for Socioty officens, o be voied on at the june
election.

So please heed the plaint "fhere Do You Fit In?" (ome 2o the meetings, express
yournself, get invodved, and above all -- Vote! The Society is yours! e ask #hat you
participate 40 that if the question is naised, "dhithen the Amenican Upad Society?” yu
may be able to answer, "Fomward and Upuand!" becawse you widd hedp get it there, e
have tremendous plans forn the Society and we need your help, as may be seen in tre
following item,

[tem:

12 has been definitely cstablished #hat your next anmuad Uped Show wild be held
at the Nomdk (ivie (enten at 12700 Nomwdk Blvd,, in the city of Nomadk, The Nomurdr
city fathens have made it s0 attwctive 2o us #hait we could not possibly nefuse.

The Nomudk (ivic {entern consints, basically, of a rectingulan building with a
huge open sguane on plaza in the centen, on which face the city adninistration offices.
The city offices all open onto a brouad, protected wailkwuy, nroofed-over with mone thun
adequate pwitection fon dealens booths and tables. Set in the middle, in a beautifully
landscaped ganden area, is a cirncular buidding which hodds a (80-seat wnpithenten, used
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forn the city councid meetings.

The walkway has sufficient space fon about I8 - 20 dealens, if I remenber cwrnectly, and
we have already had that numben ask fon space at the show.

The ampitheaten is the point of tremendows intenest Zo those of us who feel zhe
Society has out-groun the Douney women's (ub, and should expard it's scope of operation.
What a wonderfud spot fon an internationald seminan on opad! The Society has all the
expertise required for such a seminar and we can hire any expert requined for any aspects
our members may not be able to cover, such as the talk on the geologicad fommation of
opad presented by Irofesson (odevidle at our January meeting.

A sample on tentative seminar program has been /wuyled-oui and {4 attached 40 iﬁ.a,t
you may see just what could be planned. Lest those mem)ens whose names appear on the
program ged panicRy and plan on 6eéné out of toun thut weekend, pleuse nemember -- nothing
about the program iy definite, It is all subject #o change and is intended ondy as a

sanple,
{tem:

Bl Judd i up and about, but has had several vperations on his arm. He wishes to
express his deepest thanks to those wonderful people who sent hose dogens of get-well
cands. He attended the dast Dinectons meeting and dooked hale and hearty except that
his arn s sl in a sling, Ve all wish him a speedy recoverys

[tem:
The board of Directorns meetings are being held at the Nomwdk (ity Librany, in

one of thoin neeting nrvoms.  They are held on the dast Thunsday of the month. Anybody
who would Like to observe is very welcome o do so. The address is 12700 Nomwalk Blvd,

Vick Mayo, Fditon.
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AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
APPRAISAL FORM

VALUE RATING APPRAISAL
VALUE
CATEGORY 1 2 3 4 5 RATING
BASE JELLY SEMI NEAR CRYSTAL
COLOR OR CRAY BLACK | CRYSTAL|cpEAR
WHITE CLEAR
RED
FIRE RED BLUE MULTI-
GREEN MULTE
LORS GREEN GREEN | COLOR
COLOR MULTL
VERY VERY
INTENSITY LOW LOW MEDIUM| HIGH HIGH
* B
APPRAISED VALUE RATING TOTAL
MARKET RATING APPRAISED
APPEAL APPEAL
FACTOR 0.5 ! 2 3 4 5 6 | RATING
VERY
POOR MODERATH HIGH HidH

VALUE RATING >< APPEAL RATING| ___ CARAT PRICE

CARAT PRICE >< WEIGHT (CARAT)] = | TOTAL PRICE

EXPLANATION

We list three categories of characteristics. Each is divided into five factors that
affect value. Case color is the background color and white base or clear jelly has

a value of 1. A stone with this characteristic and value would be entered as 1 in the
right hand Column. Stones exhibiting any other color have a numerical value for that
factor.

Fire colors refers only to the color flakes or sheets when examined under incandes-
cent light. (Note: Flourescent light is not recommended for evaluating opal). The
lowest value 1 is used when the two color, red and green, are evident. When the

full spectum of colors is visible, it is multicolored. A fire color of 5 is used when
all colors are there, but with a predominance of red.

Intensity is the inner glow or brilliance of the play of fire. Incandescent lighting is
helpful, but to obtain a better evaluation of 'intensity, use reduced lighting.

The values of the three characteristics are entered at the right and totaled. The
total is then multiplied by the ""market rating!! Market rating should include con-
sideration of shape, symetry, workmanship (scratches, symetry, bezed line, bevel)
as well as fire pattern. Real gems will have obvious market appeal. The total ob-
tained by multiplying appeal rating X total of the value rating should be very near the
retail price of opal being evaluated in dollars per carat weight,

This simplified Opal appraisal form is usable for 95% of the Australian Opal that is
purchased or sold by the opal public. It does not apply to treated opal, nor doublets,
nor-triplets.

NOTE: 1/2 values may be used in the value rating scale as well as in the market
rating scale.

Form designed by The American Opal Society, 3-25-71 (rev.) for the guidance of
Opal Society Members.
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PROGRAM

ANRICAN UPAL SCCLETY SENINAR
C/za.ixznan, Loc Stambden

Satunday, October 122k, (974, MNoderatons:  John Hall

8:30 Als 2o 9:00 AN,
Velcome and Introduction 2o A.0.S, by A0, S. President dmer Reed.
- Wedcome and Introduction to A.0.5. Seminan by Un. Stamblden, Directon, Au0sS.

9:00 Al 2o 10:00 AN,
"Ceodogical Formation and Internid Structure of Opad"s Ore Adan (odeville,
Professon of Geodogy, (alifornia State Univensity at Los Angeles.

10:00 AN 2o 11:00 A
AsOuSe Sducationad Programs;  Doc Stambler and Bidd Gudd
/e Dopping Upad
2. (utting and Podishing Opad
11:00 A 2o 2:00 PN,
Luncheon break., Upportunity o visit show, shopping.

2:00 P.M, 2o 3:00 P/,

"ihene the (odon (omes From", Dn. Oon Hudson
3:00 to 4:00 P, e

"Australian Upad Fiedds and Upad Mining s  Bild Maison
4:00 P, to 5:00 P,

"Red Rock Upal”s  Gohn Tanaill

Sunday, Cctober 3th, 1974,  oderaton: Frank (unningham
8:‘,;@ Ao 90’,@ f/{ol'?')o
"Cutting Opad fon Faximum fffect and Brilliance”,  {lmen Reed
"Hppraising Finished Stones wsing A.0.5. Appraisald Forms”,  Edmen Reed
9: 0 40 10:00 A,
"Doubdets and Triplets Y. Vincent Fulk
10:00 4o (1:00 AN,
"Spencer, ldaho Upal”, Murk Stetlen
[1:00 4o 12:00 AN,
"Theating Type Upad and Treating Methods”, Gidd Whittle

12:00 2o 2:00 PN
Luncheon, Upportunity to visit show, shop, display baaggin' rocks.
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2”00 Zo 2:30 ?ﬂ”o
"Jewedry Design". Vern Trozzi

2: 30 2o 3:00 P,
"Stone Seiiéng”. Lee Bouman

3:00 40 3:30 P,
"Diamond Machines and Belts". Greenspan

3230 4o 4:00 P.A,
"Mexican Opad and Opal Mines". Rafaed Gomegz

4:00 2o 5:00 \73./73.
”Ca/u‘,éng ", (adsco.

(offee widd be available at all times durning the seminan
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