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American Opal Society

Nonthly Newsldeitten June 5, 1974
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May Meeting:

AUS President {dmen Reed introduced and exp«/amec{ the appraisad form 2o be used in
the evening's program of appraisal of finished opads He gave a brief but interesting
neview of base colors and lire colons.

This dittle talk is aluways a tremendows assist just prion to these appaaisal
sessions. We all get used o dooking at opal without mentally breaking doun what we
see into an anadysis of codon and structure. fventually, when a time comes that we must
take a critioad dook at an opal it becomes oo easy o let our eyes and hearnt do the
appraising. The appraisad sessions are invaluable in that we are neminded that factons
other than eye appead really do determine the value of an opals

Une #able was set aside as an advisons Zable, %o give those people who have opal
nough on questions about opal rough a chance o get some expeat advice on values, cutting
techniques, and opal rough in generals

I don't know why, but opal rough has aluays hedd as much fascination fon me as the
polished atone. Maybe it is the challenge of the rough—a mental exencise, maybe even
subconcious, on how & could be cut and polished %o beat advantage. A piece of rough
i8 very much alive and vibrant and has, wsually, endless possibilities. A finished
sione, on the othen hand, (s exactly that--finished. [ dves nothing but lay there,
Linished, with nothing much further we can do o improve it except v present it o

view it unden betten lighting conditions, and o enhance it with a beautiful setting.
. But opad rough! A person can spend hourns just staring at opal rough, peering into
windows, studying fine dayens and savoring the delicious excitement of anticipation.
- I% i said Father Time dves not count #hose houns a man spends with a fishing pole in
his hands, I am sure that in His infinite wisdom he could not possibly count the hours
an opal loven spends in quiet study and admiration of his favonite siones.

There was much animated discussion at the Linished opal appraisal #ables, s0 [

quess those sessions were interesting, Did you notice how closely evenybody's estimtes

were on any particulan stone?




June Meeting:

Program (hairman Don Hudson has arranged a nefreshing change fon #his meeting.

The champions of Australian, Spencer, and Red Rock opal have all been heard from, with
entire meetings having been devoted to them. (ne #ype of opal, #oo Little appreciated
I'm afraid, has been on the scene fon years, but has been Lightly passed over due o

it eccentricities, This meeting will give the afficianados of Mexican opal a chance %o
stand up and be counted,

Frank (unningham and Vern Trozzi widl present a program on "Mexican Opad=-Varieties
and Pitfalls", Gentlemen, have at it, expecially the pitfalls part of i, because thene
ia probably nobody in this wordd who is a suckern for Mexican opal as I am and probably
nobody has shattered as much of the stuff as I have. Mexican opal and I just don'z get
adong. Gentlemen, I beseech you--endighten me! Teach me!

I dove the dooks of Mexican opal but the ondy good thing I can say about it at
present is that it is relatively inexpensive as opal goes, Thank guodness fon hat,
because othemvise I would have the most expensive collection of opal dust in the wordd,

Frank and Vean will man an advisony #able aften thein talk #o help you with cutting
problems. This will be a wonderful opportunity fon you to bring youn Mexican rvugh and
get valuable advice on its cutting and polishing.

[tem:

I# gives me great pleasure o announce the nesulis of the May election. Those
elected 2o the Board of Directons wene Vern Trozzi, Bidd Judd, and a new member of the

Boand, Frank (unningham, who already serves as the Society' s Treasurer. (ongratulations,
gentlemenl

Item:

We widl hodd the elections for club officens at the June meeins. The nominating
committee presented its candidates, after which nominations were accepted from the floon.
The resudts of the nominations are as follows, with candidazes disted alphabetically:

Nominating (ommitiee Floon Nominations
 President: Doc Stambler ' fdmer Reed
/st V. Pres: (dmern Reed Vick Mayo
Bill Whittde
- 2nd V. Pres: Bl Whittle Phil Bass

Please try 2o attend the June meeting and support your favorite candidate.

Item:
lt/o.i_n/ed'aabouti&newegaveayzeaibig/zand:togacoéandLamitéaSc/szt,




who hold the record hands doun, for dedicated attendance at the genenal meetings, They
travel 8% miles each uay through rain, wind, and black of night, and I don't think they
have missed a meeting since they joined, They come all the uay from Sun (ity, aluwys
annive on time, and deave only at the end of the meetingas.

Jacob has some beautiful blue opal which he had on display and fon sale at oun
dast opal show, If you remember in one of the newsletterns I mentioned I did not see
any bdue opal at the show. Jacob brought some to the next meeting and I was very
impressed, Most of it dvesn’t have much fine, but the delicate blue nather makes up
for it

It i1 alunys a pleasure seeing Jacob and Launitta at the meetings. Now, do you
sl negret the 20 2o 30 mides gou have to drive?

[tem:

Alter circling the Nomwalk (ivic (enten for one-half houn dooking for the Directon's
meeting at the Nomwalk "[ity" Lu’ma/zy, Don Hudson L(L,meed me that it is the (ounty Librany
we hodd ourn Directons meetings ine Uh well, a honse by any other name is s2idd a honrse,
and the same must apply to dibranies. My apodogies, on. My mind was not programmed %o
draw a distinction betuween city and county dibranies when I wrote the item.

So ald you birds who have been flocking 2o he wrong Library==you may find us at
the (ounty Library, across the parking Lot from the homudk (ivie (enten. We would be
pleased to see some of you visit the Directors meetings.

Don negrets, because he widl be awny for the sumen, that he must tenden his
resignation asProgrom Chairman., As you know, Don has done a remantabde job in his
programs and we hate #o see him give it up. Ip behadf of the Amenican Upal Society
I wish to thank you for a job well dore, Jona

This as a fine opportunity for some of you who have been dooking for active pantici-
pation in the Society activites o become directly involved. We will be looking for
aomebody 2o Ll this vital position. Would you Like to give us a hand?

ltems

The Seninan (ommittee met at fMaav Wilson' 4 home Tuesday night 2o hammer out a
program fon the seminar 2o be presented at our annuad shows OSriefly, it is veny
 simidan o the one I proposed in the last newsdetter, It will be printed as soon as
adl participants have been contacted and have commitied themselves.

| [iem:
The dast pages of this newsdetter widl be devoted to publizhing an opad biblivgraphy

prepaned and presented o us by our veay good friends, Associate Members Lyle and Lucy
Backus, of (hicago. We are deeply indebied #o them fon thein kindness and their help.



An Opad Bibliography

BOKS:
The Book of Upad, by Wilfred (, fyless Publishen: (harles &, Tuttle
lThe Upal Bao/a, by F/«lﬂk Leechman

In Seanch of Upal, by Anchie Kalokerinos, Publisher: Une Smith
Austrnalian Precious Upal, by Anchie Kadokeninvs, Publisher: Thomas Nelson

ARTICLES IN THE LAPIDARY JOURNAL:

October, (953: 7 /wug/u‘/: of an Opad Buy% P=33%
By W Eyles

August, 1955: Some Advice on Buying Upad Rough, =250

Decemben, 19%: The Big New Upal Staike., P-420

Uctober, (964: Frosty Freeze - [neated Mataix and Upads P-792
By 4, Halker

Kovemben, (964: COpal = HQueen of Gems. P-853
By 0. Stivens

December, 196%: (ountry of Opals - Hondunas, - 1066
By Tom and Yoyce Larbour

November, 1967: Une Hay of Using Small Upad Chips. P-1069
by H. Laken

Decenber, 1967: Upal from the Strangest Places (Bamboo Opa,U. P-1198

Guly, 1968: "Hd Tontodito". Opad Mining (onditions in fexico, P-5/2
By Re Buckle

My, 1969: (uauktemoc, Last Aztec fmperor. Mexican Black Opad in basaltic Matrix. P=3H0

Gune, 1969: Opal Mining in Westenn Mexico. P-420
By L. Mallony, PHD




An Opad Bcéiwg/azp‘&.g, (ontinueds ...

July, 1969:  Plesivsaunws Unden the Bed, P-553
By M, Addyman

Februany, 1970: A Kew Occunrence of Preciows Upad of Vodeanic Onigin Nean
Mullumbimby, New South Wales. P-i541
By R. (halmens

May 1970: My Favorite Gem, The Upad P=-390
By S. Kaplan

Gune, 1970: That Fickle lame Upal, P-506
By S. McBroom

Auguot, 1970: wordd's Larngest Black Upal, P-65%
Bg; O, /‘/a.wley

Uctober, 1970: Treating Upad Matnix. P-9(%
By A, Noed

Manch, 1971: Precious Upad from Nevada, P-153%
By 3. Zeitnen

hovemben, 197(: what Makes Fire in Upad, P-1139
By 1. Larbour

F ebmmny, 1972: A Yankee in Upad Land, P-1490
By 7. Schmidtmann

Decenben, 1972: Upad ldivsyncrasies. P-1 368

9. Glackin

Septemben, 1973: Gade - Sapphires - Firne Opad, P-688

Octobenr, 1973: Auwstralian Gemstone Production - Past and Present - Pant {, P-1132
By Mo Crowe



An Opad Bibliography, (ontinued.....

ARTICLES IN THE AUSTRALIAN LAPIDRRY MAGAZING :

June, 1967: A Gem of a Holiday, P-33
By 7o Bull

Narch, 1968: Hills of Fire. P-13
Bg; 7. Bovis

Ol Cutoost, P29
By 9. Bull

ARTICLES ERGN RACK AND. GEN:

farch/Apnid 1971: Opads P38
By J. Sinkankas

And fven an Upal (dub. P48
Opad (utting., P=51

Octoben, 1973 Upads in Plastic. P-26 By W. Shedenhedm
The Upal of Nevada, P-38 By R. Jones

May, 1973: Opad Land, U.S.A. P-77 By §. Wallen

Septenber, 1973: (alifornia's Upals. P=9 By #. Shedenhelm
Tniplets, P-35 By Go Waller

Novenber/Decemben, (971s 1 Bought a bottle of Upads P-35 By M. Goodman

Well, there you have it--a good running start on an opal biblivgraphy. Uf
counse, there are many othen books and articles of interest, They will be compiled
and the dist will be printed in a complete bibliography in your newsdettenr,

Good hunting -- good reading!
Vick May: {ditons
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