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June Meetings

The presentation fon the evening was %o have been "Mexican Opal==Varieties and Pitfalls",
However, Vern Trozzi, who was o present the evening's paogram on Mexican opal in conjunction
with Frank (unningham, announced Frank was il and we would have %o change ourn plans.

Instead of the scheduled program, the assemblage was #reated o an extemporaneous Zalk
on Mexican opad and opad mining by our Finst bady of Mexican opad, Hilda Gomez.

Hidda' 4 talk was interesting and most enlightening. Her description of the mines
and the actual mining of opal wenre educationad, but it was of most interest o us o
find 2hat we in this country get practically the dregs of Mexican opad rvugh, As in the
case of premium Australian opal, the Japanese get the best Mexican opal and the nest is
s0dd by ot to the U.S. and other countries.

Mexican opad rough, we came Zo find out, is not sodd by the gram, ounce, carat, o
pound, UDue o the redutively dange amount of mainix on base rock attached o the precious
stone it ig admost impossible 2o asses the weight of the gem while s2ill in mitrix, Thene-
fone, Mexican rough is always sodd by the lot, which may consist of 810,000 wonth of stone.
This poses a considerable challenge 2o the prospective buyer, who has to carefully sudy
the entine ot and quess at the final yield in carat weight and price.

The Gapanese, on the othen hand, will not buy Mexican opal roughs They prefen, and
wild buy ondy finst quality, caystal, podished stones, preferably cabachonas.

According to Hilda the best uny o cut Mexican opad is 2o purchase the crystal type
of opald and 2o canefully onient the stone fon best fine. This is best done by applying
a background of obsidian or othen black stone 2o bring out the best onientation and the
best fire. Unce #his onientation is established the stone is very canefully cut and polished,




bearing in mind that the onientation must be miintained in onder %o present the best
Line 2o zhe viewen,

Hilda conceded that Mexican opal has a problem with stability. In spite of the
fact there are claims of operatons who have developed a "cure” fon unstable Mexican and
Amenican opad, the claims are groundless and the buyer neceives no gaurantee of stability
with any Mexican opal. Generally speaking, it is muintained that if a stone has not
craged on cracked in six months time it wild probably not crage at all and is considened
20 be quite stable.

We wish #o thank Hilda for so gracivusdy giving us of her time and Zalent.

July Meeting:

In oun dast issue we reported we would be beating the bushes for a new Program
(hairman. It gives me a great deal of pleasure o nepont that we have a bright and eager
volunteer in the person of Stan Goddhlang.

Stan has been a member of the Society for about a year and a half and as you who
attend the meetings are auare, is a great mixer, and a congenial type fellow who will bring
out his braggin' nrocks in the wink of an eye, He dves a creditable job in polishing and
has taken counses in casting in the (ity of Unange Adult fducation Program,

However, with all due respect to his talents, he has one glaring flaw. He called
a couple nights before the last Dinector’'s meeting o nepont he might not be able 4o attend
the meeting due #v a prion committment #o a Zentative deep-sen fishing expedition for
yellow=tail tuna out of San Diego.

Well now, any man who would give up an opal meeting for such a 2illy frivolous rewson,
who woudd go off willy-nilly chasing after yellow-tail while there is opal fo be discussed
and dooked a? just doesn't have much dedication.

But neally, the quy isn't all that bad, He has arranged a program of appraising
opal nough fon the July meeting, As you know opal rough is a subject dean £o oun heants,
but full of hagands forn the wwany. We will have the usunl #able sessions at which we
wild discuss the merit on dack of merit of various pieces of opal rough and will try o
establish a pricing method on the stones.

fach memben is asked Fo bring some Australian opal rough with him 40 that we will
have ample materiad with which %o work, As you know, you will neceive valuable advice
as 2o how it might be best cut to maximm advantage. Yes, that's true--show £ 2o ten
people and you will get Zen opiniens. However, you know who the expeats at the meeting
are and they are aluays willing #o give you an assist,

In Memonium:

We wish 2o inform ourn readens, with the deepest negret, #hat Frank (unningham, A0S
Directon and Society Treasuner, passed auay on Tuesday, June (82h.

Frank had been one of the mainstays of the Society, and was always available for
advice and assistance. #His dedication #o the Society was second Zo none.




My ondy contact with Frank wis through the Society and I did not know him very well
persorally, But no matten. You can take the measure of a man by his firm handshake, by
his determination Zo get a job done, flis force uwas felt in all the activities of the
Society, and we may consider the Society a much strongen and better onganization because of
his hedp and cvoperation.

The American Upad Society extends its deepest sympathy 2o his family,

[tem:

Naomi Banthodomew is (hainman in (hange of Displays fon the Annual Show. AL members
who plan o display a showcase are asked 2o contact Naomi s0 that she may day out hen
display area requirements, Please drop hen a line at P.0, Box 395, Douney, (alif. 90242,

Item:
The election fon club officens was held at the June meeting., The nesults of the
election were as follows:
President:  Roas N. Stamblen
122 V=P: Vick Mayo
2nd VPs Phid Baas
[he new officers are %o be congratulated in obaining the support of the AUS memben-
ohip, 1t is hoped they will be supported when they ask fon volunteers and assistance in
conducting the affains of the Society,
Az the July meeting we will test that membership support when we ask fon a wdlunteer
2o take oven the post of Society Trensuren. The job is not a difficult one—-all it nequires
is a Little of yourn times If you have not had any experience in that sont of thing it
need not be a deterrant—-you will be shown how 2o use ourn simple accounting systems
Doc, Phil, and the other officers and directons of the Society have offered thein
Zime and talent o the Unganization, You must now ask yourself whether yu care 2o do

the sane.

ltem:

{2 was decided, after much soud-searching, #hat any member of the Society wishing
2o attend the two-day seminar at ourn annual show will have to pay the full fee of 825.00.
Any memben, (hanter on Associate, who would Like #o attend the seminar is unged to fomwand
his check as the seating is Limited,

As you know, members are not being asked %o sell tickets to the show this yean.
Rathern, we will be selling generad admission tickets 2o the show for (.25, on for (.00 with
the distrnibuted discount tickets, AU memberns and membens of thein immediate families
will be admitted free upon presentation of thein ADS membership card, So please nemember
2o bring your card when you attend the show, Bear in mind that your membership card is
good _for adnission to the show, but not 2o the seninan,




[tem:

fach yean AQS membens have an outlet fon thein opad creations at the AQS sales booth
at the shows The dast couple of meetings before the show fon the past two years have been
hectic with dast-minute appraisal of jewelry and opal intended fon the AUS booith.

We ane trying 2o get a jump on 2his phase of the annuad show by asking members who
wish %o participate in sales out of the AUS booth o notify fmen Reed at the July meeting,

[tem:

Beginning with this ussue the names and phone rumbers of the Directons of the Society
will be added o the newsletter format. Any member having questions on pavblems having
Zo do with our common intenest, opal, will have a list of names of members he may contact,
Uun mailing addrers will remain the same==Box 395, Downey, (alif 90242, Members
are encouraged to wse this mailing address #o send items of intenest 2o the newsletten,
If you spot anything in any publication having 4o do with opal, precious stones, gems,
jewedny, on aneas touching on ourn area of intenest, please forward it o the newsletten.

[tem:

Your odd “diton has jusrt had second thoughts on printing the names and phone numbers
of the Directorns as a requlan feature in each insue of the newsdettern. It is too difficult
Zo dype and Zakes up Zoo much nvom fon something which isn't veny newswonthy, So if
you don't mind, put this issue side on make a note of the numbers and I will print them

every 44 nonths on 40.

Vick Mayo, ‘ditons
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