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yu,[y Meeting: o
' AOS President Ross Stambler opened the meeting by leading the membens in the
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.

It was noted with plersure there were many quests present, They wene asked o
rise and introduce themselves, There wene ten visitons and they were given a warm
welcome by Doc Stamblen, We are aluays pleased o have these quests, as many of them
become members, (ven those who dvo not join pass the wond 2o othens about the meetings
and oun reputation keeps growing, Uun membenship has mone than doubled in the past
dwo yeara.

Raphaed and Hilda Gomez hononed us with their presence at this meeting. They
came in from Mexico,

Lucy Backus flew in from (hicago. She and Lyle are donating a copy of rinchie
Kalokerino's "In Search of Upal” as a prize to be given auway at our annual show.

Tempes Fidgets, We are neaching that time of yean when we must senivusdy considen making
a piece of jevelry #o be donated as a prize at the show, orn 2o decide, perhaps, on

a piece of opal rough on a finished stone we would wish #o donate. It is hoped ihis
memony jogger may influence oun members Zo come up with thein donations.

Stan Qoddklang acted as Program (hairman for the evening, He had arranged a
program of appraising opad rough. [ appeans Stan has been ment o furope for the aummen
on business g0 we are still dooking forn a Program (hairman,

Six tables were arranged #o accommodate the appraisal sessions and the intenested
members gathered round #o gain a dittle expenience in evaluating and appraising opal

As I mentioned in a recent newsdetter, opal rough has a fascination fon most of us.
However, from what I can deduce at our meetings probably more than half of the opal
nough bought 69 our members is bought with no clearn-cut cutting plan. Being s0, &
means the opal was purchased because of eye appeal on because it wns punchased for the
heart and not fon the wallet, In other wonds, it was not neally purchased in a business-




dike mirner, with the intention of cutting fon profit, It uns probably purchased as
a future cutting project without a careful analysis of codon, codon pattern, codon lines,
bailliance, and all the othern chamactenistics which have 4o be taken into account by
pw,ﬁuamrnlcu&wq(iﬁeymioimnapw,&ionﬁetwmdwm
| In cutting for profit the purchaser of opal rough has many things Zo considen uhen
he picks the piece out of the tray, Finst off, let's hope it uns picked out of a dry
2ray. Most dealens at the shows will display thein wanes in uaten, but the professional
avoids uaten like the plague, The unten can fill minute cracks on splits and hide
Haws orn occlusions uhich would be visible in the dry state, This is panticudardy true
of Mexican opad rough.

Another point—=how darge is the stone we may obtain from the nvugh? Would we have
mone sige by podishing a baroque cut, on could we poasibly obtain a conventional size
which would be close 2o the barogue in mrss? Should we cut and podish for mass, on for
class? It could be we are trying to save oo much o/.’f/v.eatoneana’ﬁaveala/zgeatone
‘wdﬁladz-lxute&,&nemﬁmwdﬁa‘&ideaamq&cewem@ibeableio have a slightly
smadlen stone of greater and more uniform brilliance and thus commanding a greaten
per carat value,

The question of the bnilliance of the end result deserves great consideration.

The opal miners are all experienced at testing the stone forn bailliance by using nippens to
provide windows into the interion. The stones with real fine are put aside and we

neven see these in dealens trays. So0. we must learn o study the stones in the truys o
wmom&(vuiﬁaiweaaege&éngd{ﬁaafmke for ourn dollan,

Tny 1o catch a glimpse of the stone’s fire fnom the top, Sometimes a broken coanen,
on a beveled edge will peamit us a tiny view of the sione’s uppen surface. Many times
the brilliance we see in the sides io not evident in the Zop of the stone when it is cut
and polished.

How about codon? ls it uhite base pin-fire? Large pin-fine? Harleguin? Remember,
there is precious little true harleguin, 1o it caystal? Green crystal? Blue? ls that
dikely 2o be the codon and bnilliance of the finished stone? And what about the brilliance--
on a scale of en uhat is the bnilliance of oun rough? Will our finished stone have the
same brilliance? 7

How about impurities such as potch, matrix, dead spots, cracks on occlusions, or
deep fissures? In eliminating these features, how much of the rough are we going to
elimirate? It is particulanly important o study the mitrix, potch on mud on whatever at
what would be the top surface of the atone. (an you hold the rough #o the Light 2o see
if the inclusion projects doun inside of the stone? If it does, you my not have a good
Zop surface fo present and your money wns unsted,

Does the principle Line, if layered, cross the stone at an angle? It may be
necessany o sacrifice oo much weight to Zake advantage of the fire layer, unless
the dayer is of such brilliance it would justify the sacrifice,



Aften all the above points are taken into consideration we must make an estimate
of the probable finished stone, What will be a good guess as 2o its Linished weight
in carats? UWhat would be the probable price per carat? (an we expect 4o realize
at least twice the amount we paid fon the nough stone? If not, you are cutiing fon
fun, Buster, and not for profit!

Another thing, in neading the above it would seem we made rapid-fire, snap
decisions as we proceeded doun our check dist, Howevern, we all know that many of us
study a stone for hours, days, weeks, and yea, sometimes months before we begin the
firnat cut, Why, I have some stones on which I have been trying to make a decision
for monthe! Sometimes I wish I had never seen some of them. But one dayeis.ss.. .

August Meetings:

The August meeting will be devoted to severad subjects. Doc Stamblen, AUS
President, would like %o deliver a #alk which will serve many purposes. We have had
a relatively dange influx of new members since (x~President fdmen Reed dast described
the onigins and aims of the American Opal Society.

Ross would Like %o present a histony of the Society, it's aims and goals, it's
educational aspects, and where he thinks we should be providing emphasis on future
growth and potential, He has already demonstrated guidance and direction. [# should
. be of utnost mimuiﬁnwda{wbwdadﬁeﬂuguimedmgioﬁw&uplam
fon the future of the Society.

Edmen Reed has expressed new ideas fon appraisal of jewelry for the AUS sales
booth at the show, He will expluin his plans fon registering jewelny and appraising it.
Those who plan 2o take advantage of the AUS sales booth should be particularly
intenested,

- Ltem:

We have a volunteer fon the post of Society Tneasuren! (Ayde Doan has consented
2o handle our financial records and has been appointed tv the office, with unanimous
approval of the Board of Directonas.

Welcome aboard, (Ayde. I would like #o thank you in behalf of the entine Society.

ltem:

It's #hat time of yean when I play uwwifficial judge of the jewelry designs on
exhibit at the laguma Ant Festival, From now untid August 25th #here wild be on
display on the grounds of the Ant Festival a dagzling array of the best wonks of
most of the jewelny designens and gold and silversmiths of Lagura Beach. There ane
from twenty do twenty-five of them s0 this is no Little mtter,

bach I manvel and drood over the opal and o ine designen=-
Nonah PMQQW; of #he Golden fye, 763 S, (oast //W;,d Aoy SN




Zinen designens (my abject apologies to Miss Pienson) but she is my favorite because
of the amount of opal work she has on display,

In my opinion, Mr. William Oncutt of Oncutt Designs, has the most class. His
work on display is almost unbelievable and has 2o be seen o be appreciated., A
person can spend a good half-hour in front of his display,

lwo others deserving mention are the wonks of "Dan Millen, Jewelrny” and "Mikeal
Panken, Goddamith", all of Laguna Beach, They oo do wonders in bringing out the
6etzu/ty of opal in thein designs and creations and are mentioned primanidy becawse of
their knack with oun favonite stone,

Those membens living in the Greater LA, area would do well 2o plan a #rip to
the Festival to see the beautifud wonk done by these masterns. Believe me, it is an

inspiration!

[tems

The last page of #his newsletien is devoted o a complete schedule of the Zalks,
demonatrations and presentations lined up fon oun Zwo-day Seminan. I is almos (0Gk
centain that all the participants listed will be available so0 it is the final dnaft.

Those membens and associate members wanting 2o atiend must get thein neservations
in as eanly as possible — nemembern — there are ondy (80 seats available. Flease
check oun ad on Page 833 of the August Lapidary Journal fon further information.

Our keynote speaken is Graduate Gemodogist and expert on Gilsen synthetic opal,
Orin Terny, of Huntington Beach, (alifornia. His falk promises Zo be most interesiing
and should give us an insight as o the future of synthetics.

ltem:

The show committee reponts come flowing in at the Dinectors meetings and I can't
hedp but admire the wonk being done by ourn Show (hairmen, Marvin and Ruth Wilson. They
nepont things are paogressing smoothly--all the dealers tables have been s0dd,
insunance and security problems are being nesodved, the electrical prvblems are being
very capably handled by Mike Kownlski, the displays chainman, Naomi Lartholomew, i
making good headuay in contacting those who have opal fon display, and Phil Bass is
doing his wsual good job as Publicity (hairman,

Marv is in great part nesponsible fon the decision o move ourn show from Downey 2o
Nomwalk, The decision appears o have been a good one and we are adl excited about
our new facilities, '

Hope £o see all of you there.......

Vick Mago, Editons




SEMINAR PROGRAM

Saturday, October 12, (974

Moderaton: Dr. Ross N, Stamber, President, American Upal Society

08:30 - 09: 30
09:00 - 09:20
09:20 - (0:20
[10:20 - (0: 30
(0:30 - [{: 30
[1:30 = [4:00
/%:00 - [5:00

[15:00 = (5:15
[5:15 - 15: 30
/5:30 = 16:00
(6:00 ~ 16:30
1630 = 1645
16:45 = [7:00

Registration
Welcome and Introduction — A.0.S. President

Keynote Speaker —- Urin Terny, Authonity on Synthetic Upad

Cotfee Break

 Internal Stucturne and (odon Dispersion of Opal —= Prof. lon Hudson

Lunch Break

A.0.S. Dopping & (utting Slide Programs, and "(utting Upal for

Maximum ffect and Brilliance” -- Sdmern Reed
Question and Answer Period

(otfee break

Auwstralian Upad and Mining Aneas -~ Bill Maison
Mexican Opad and Mining Anens -~ R. Gomez
Spencen, ldaho Upal and Mining == Mark Stettler
Arigona Blue Fire Upad -~ Jo Griffith

Sunday, October (3, 1974

Modenaton: Vick Mayo, Vice Pres., Amenican Upal Society

00,00 - {0:00—

(0:00 = [1:00
[(:00 = fl:/5
(1215 = 11245
1145 = [2:15
12:15 ~ 1%4:00
(4:00 - 15:00
(5:00 - 15:45
1545 = 16:00
16:00 = (6230
16:30 = 17:00

Doubdet and Triplet Making — Vincent Falk

Jewelny Design, (asting, Upal Setting -- Sharr (hwate
(offee Lreak

Tneating Matrix Opad = (. Rudd

Question and Answen Period

Lunch

Opad (utting and Polishing fquipment -- §. Greenspan
Appraising -~ fdmen Reed

(otfee Break

How 2o Buy Rough Opad — (larence Rudd

Question and Answer Period

el O Jmmm
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