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Uctoben Meeting:

There wns no formal program scheduled for the Uctoben genenad meeting of the
Society, The evening was devoted #o making Aast-minute arrangements forn the anmual
show and seminar, assignment of volunteens o varivus duties in connection with the
ohow, and finad appraisal of stones and items of jewelry intended to be s0dd out of
the ADS sales booth,

A pleasant Little interdude was the presentation to fAmen /?eed of a plague in
recognition and appreciation of his past yearns as President of the Society. To many
of wu, new 2o the onganization, it may appear 2o have been a Zoken gestune, but to the
olden members who fnow that fdmen #ook the job in trying times uhen the post was begging
2o be filled because of lack of interest, it was more than a token--it was a glowing
aynbod of adnination, respect and esteems We wene all delighted with the presentation.
Ve hope fdmen will have it as a mementv for many, many yearns %o come.

Aovember Neeting:
Program (hainman Leonard Bishop has come up with an interesting program fon the

November meeting, The subject matten is something of paramount impontance in oun fiedd.
but fira, a Little background.....

A few weeks before oun annuald show I was checking out at the docal supermanket,
Actualdy, I attend a unke there each week--what with the price of 4iea/2 these a’a;,m, 1
walk up to the meat counten, dook, pay my nespects and deave. :

I noticed the chech-out gird was wearning an opad ring, but a veay cloudy one due 4o
having been exposed to bumps, nicks and abrasions, Aften chatting with her about opal
(hen birthdate was in October) I very gallantly offered to restore its beauty by
podishing the stone gratis (you've got 4o undenstand #his uma quite a hunk of gird) and
she trusted me 2o the extent that she gave me the ning with the understanding it was




2o cwst hen nothing except thad she would be obligated 4o viait oun show. (hat a 24y,
aneary way of promoting the shouy &4?)

The stone was very easy #o polish because it stuck 'way out there, and it was not
even necessany to nemove the stone from the setting. iy thing with opal is cenium oxide .
on a felt butf. This brought to Light just a beautiful stone, with exceptional fire. This
udso brought o Light a few choice words I thought [ had long fongotten, negarding the
antecedents of the man who designed an opad ring 40 poorly that the stone was exposed to
damge in such a munnens

guat how hard Ls our precious sione? Ur, more importand, jusi how soft is it?
Yost of ws ane familian with the Mohs scale of hardness--it is painted here with comparative,
monre readidy identifiable objects in various ranges of hardness:

lale
Sygpaum
Fing,e/mad
(adcite
Coppen coin
Fluonspar
Apatite
Window glass
Feldapan
Knife blade
lopag
(onundum
Diamond L0
Now, and this is very important, & has o be recognized that the numbers in this
scale do not represent equal increases in degrees of hardness. The Zen minerals were
sedected in a Aange of hardness, 40 that ench will scratch any with a dowenr numben in
the scale, but will not scwatch any with a higher numben
[t i1 a veny internesting and practicad #ood, especially in the field where we ane
prone 2o pick up rocks requining identification,
Lut does it £edd us much about relative hardness? Ho, not much. There should be
a more gruphic presentation of relutive hindness (or AO,&‘JL@AA/. The ondy meaningful one
of which I know in one published in the book "Cpad flen'. [t is called #he Vooddedd Scale
of Relative Harndness (Refen 4o F gure [ J and tawdy shows ws how dow on the totem pole of
nelative hardness oun fuvoniie stone is.
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Point of crystal P 42.4
Diamond
Side of ¢ d
eo crystal- o 36.4
WOODDELL SCALE OF
RELATIVE HARDNESS
Boron carbide i 19,7
Silicon carbide [ 14,0
Corundum\
Topaz —_—
Quartz :
Opal varies between 5 & 6
Talc 1.0
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On the scale devised by Wwoddedd please note that the minerals [opaz at 8 and
Corundum o @ approach the uppen Limits of the Mohs scale of 10, Howevern, it can be seen
that the Vooddel! scale shows additional levels of hardness betveen these and that of
diamond, roiably tw artificial abrasives, silicon carbide at 1%, and boron carbide
at (9.7, Far above them, its nelative hardness 42.4, is placed #he déamond, It is
therefone mone than fwice as hand as any othen Rnoun substance.

Let your eye deave the pinnacles and begin the trip doun-scale--back dom 2o /opag at
8. Tomaz is fzea/,(_g quite a hard and Zough stone. It takes a Aot of wearn and punishment,

Lo, even the dowly quanty is pretiy tough at 7, but we are beginning o have
reservations, nes pas? Down, furthen down, at 6 and even at a sickening 5 we find oun
Queen of Gems. Now we ane beginning o realize how s0ft, how venry tragile is oun sione.




what to do? Wring ourn hands, teur ourn hair and cunse the fates that produced
trom primondial mud a stone of such greut beauty but such fatal faagility?

Yol Kot ws! Ve use the positive approach, ive design our opad rings Zo protect
2hat dedicate softness, Ve buidd up our godd 4o that oun opal in shielded from hanm.
Ve design prodective leaves, branches, nodes and nvdules s0 that our stone cannvt be
touched by crass inony concrete and other objects of dessen nobility which fate has p!acad
higher on the lohs scades

vhich brings us around o Leonands progrum forn the Novemben meeting, He has
arnanged a presentation by lin, Albert (ony of Tampa, Flonida, who will show ws how 4o
design opad jewelry in a mannen which widl protect the sione, and s2idl be compatible
with beauty, Too many times in ourn attempts o proiect the opad oun design becomes
awkward and obviows. A sofk, sublle, silent upproach is the key hene. Trotect ihe
stone, Zo be sune, but don' 2 please don' % imprnison our rare and fain gem in a metal
cage. 1% must be done with an eye o delicacy and balance.

So be sune Zo attend the Novemben meez‘,uzg [ am sure hat Mr. (ony's presentation
wild be of great interest 2o all of ua,

[tem:

The dealers at the show did a #remendous business. Moat of them show their
appreciation one way or another, through donations #o show prizes, fon example.

Ve are plensed #o announce that Hlilda Gomez has expressed hen appreciation by
presenting the AUS with a Mexican opad and 14K godd pendant which she wishes 2o be
given 2o u ducky winnen at a drawing o be held at the next generad meeting. [he
pendant retails at eighty-dollans and is a very pretty piece of jewelnys,

So there you are!  Hidd honses wouldn't be able #o /eeep you auay ,f/wm the
Aovenben meeting, Right?

Item:

Due to the fact that the next Directors Meeting would fall on Thanksgiving Day,
it has been advanced one weeh, Flewse mink yourn calendens.. cHowl  The meeding widd
be at 7:30 Tuite, Thursday, Aovemben 2(4%, #he week following the November genenad '
meeting. [Got that Doc? Fresident Doc Stumblen did not attend ourn dasi Director's
meeting--he was off doing more romantic ﬁ.énga Like Uying 2o ,*'/ong /'(ongﬁ

For the informution of new membens, and othens who would like #o atiend the
Directon's Jieetings, they are hedd at the Aomualk county Library, across the parking
Lot from the Aomwadk [ivic (enten ai (2700 Vomuvidk Boulevard, where oun show was

hedd.
. Did you mark that date? /—}lu/wa’ag, Aovemben 2144,




Ltem:

Due o the fact that some ludy rho atdended the show deft hen glasses at the ticket
sades #ibdes and will not be able to read this item anyuy, #his my be a futile gesture,
but for what it's worth a pain of ludie's half-frame glasses was deft behind at the
show, witwut a dady in them, 40 we have no way of knowing who they bedong 2o,

So wild you please read thia item o all the dadies of your househodd? Maybe we
cin get the tw of them togethen. '

[tem: Re-cap of our Annual Show,

Vhat can [ say? Are there envugh superlatives 2o describe the Annual Show? Hhat
fantastic planning!  Those of you who do not mke it 4o the Directorn's meetings are
not awire of the soud-searching decisions we had 2o make--and they were all, incredibly,
the night decisions:

[« HNost of ws wene aware dast yean that we had outgrown the Downey Women's (Aub

v

and that it was about time we thought about expanding ourn honizons.
The decisrion 2o use the Nomndk (ivic (enter wis made at the prompiing
of Manv Vilson., As you saw, it waes a beautifud setting for oun show.

 Our decision #o select Munv and Ruth Vilson as oun show (o< hairmen this yean

was a fonegone conclusion, since nobody else in his night mind-~‘n, Since nobody
edse could do the job as well--panticulandy since the success of ourn dast 2wo
shows [which they chained) was 22ild fresh in our minds.

The decision fo chunge admission at the doon rather than advance ticket sales
was a blessing., Advance ticket sales--uhat a drag!

The decision #o not have food was a sound one. The food kitchen has aluays been
a tap, anenwrnouws sponge abiorbing enengy, Zime, money, pevple and effont.

What a waste! ‘

Hourdy drawing!  How gauche! As you know hourly drawings are alunys very
distracting, initating, and of veay Little help in drawing the crowds. We
Lound out people will come to the shows without (or in apite o,f/ the hourly
drawings.

Thirnty dealerns! (an you imagine taying o fit thinty wheelers and dealens

into the Douney Yomen' s (Lub? Fnd from all reports they wene ald very

pleased with thein sales.

The Upad Seminan, A stroke of genins, £ iy one! The Seminar was ourn fines
houn, /Le,aecx‘,ing honor and credit on all those who s0 Az‘/wnglg supnonted it

at the Uinector's meetings.

Bl bhittle, sparkplug of the Seminan (ommitee, asked me to wnite an item
thanking various people (naming names) who did so mech to hedp put the Seminan togethen.




liike Kouadari called a couple nights ago, very apsnecintive and sincere, wanting %o
thanRk various people, through the newsdetten, fon helping him with the edectricity.

Gentlenen, [ couldn't-=I wouldn'# mention one single name. to thank forn his on hern
efforta »:Ln (’Eefu, U of the show andfon seminan. I wouldn'# dane! Thene was such an oud=.
pouring v hedp and voluniteerns I cannot begin 4o point out any single individual, The
response Lo ny last-ninute bulletin of last ondh was overhelning, By the uay, those
of you living auny from #he immediate Los Angeles area are not awane of the fact [
published a little extra newsdetter fon the local members berating them for a dack of
response o ourn appeals for volunteens for the Show and Seminan.

go&’;, i ws absodutedy wondernful how everybody turned outs Hames? Yes, I suppose
I coudd mention names==but I would have 2o menition every name in the nvaten of the
rAmenican Upad Society, because evenybody gave eithen mgALoal hedp where possible, on
ol hedp where it woan'#,

[tem: Re-cap of Seminan,

As most of you know, the idea of having #he Seninar was brought up relatively
late--thnee, mybe fourn months at the most before the dute of ourn annual shown Goodness
knows that in very short notice considening all the work and planning and adve/z,twmg
'Ea aequucad

[t was an audacious plan and it fairdy boggled the mind when the subject finst
came up, Needless #o say, once it gained momentum and it became impossible to turn
back, mny of ws had misgivings about the attendance [ if any/, the price we wene
changing, whethen there was sufficient meat o the programming, etc., efCie...

Now when it comes o something Like this I can scare the hedd out of myself with no
hedp at all from the outside. As ourn veneable poet Robert Frost put it:

They cannot scane me with thein empy spaces
Between stars—on stans where no human race is.
[ have it in me s0 much nearer home

To scare mypsedf with my oun desert places.

Vell, as you know, the opening day of the Seminar daned bright and clecuz, with
Nobody to aplit the very clouds asunder to strike us dead with a dightning bodt as I had
sonedy feared, Wonden of wondens, things went along pretty smoothly, and before dong
i suddendy began to dwun on ws whit a twdy reminkable #hing we had done. |

it the veny outset we began to hean glowing reponits, Things like, "Why did you
writ 20 dong 2o do something dike this?", on "How can 1 4oin the Amenican Opal Soci_eiy.?”

Ludies and gentlemen, you have put the Amenican Upal Society on the map. The
Last month alone has seen a I increase in membership, 1 fully expect the figure %o
reach 20 4o 25% as a resudd of the show and seminan, In the list month we have had
new members 1pdy trom (alifornia, Uregan, Anizona, [llinois, Corznectl_cuzf /enn/y/lmnca,

and Hong Kong, and this is only the (7e9uznuzge




In behalf of the rmenicin Gpud Society I would Like 2o extend a heanty'Jedcome
Abourd” 4o add our new membens all oven the couniny, and all over the wordd. Let us
Anow your problems and your needs. Ve arne add volunteers in this work and it may take
a dittle time but we will trny 4o respond as soon as we can.

May we hear from you soon’ Any new iders on news would be pa/u&.cu,&mly wedcome.

B B D o R S BV IR VX VA

I see there Ls some space nemiining, a0 I widl forttwith show you how %o get two
puges of muteniad on one page, on at Least how fo put down one page of mateniad but have
you read it dwice, It ecomes about because a veny haunting stanza from a poem by Robert
/%/w/.u’; wsed Ao un through my mind, the last stanza, which drove me cragy because I had
o hnow whait preceded it

The Vewnont Beach Public Librany has a book, a critigue on Robert Fros#, from which
I copied one page, but unfortunatedy the page dves not contain the nane of the authon. ;

ki 7

I dely you #o nead it once without wanting %o nead it again, And read it again you will

"This is regarded, metrically, as Frosi's most penfect poem. He himself alua
offered it as the prime example oé, his commitment é}pcor{va% descrnibing éﬁ as gfny
heavy duty poem 4o be examined forn the rime /nai/wa' Frost said that he wrote it aften
an extended night of work on hin dong poem "Wew fampshine,” hether it was inspired by
"automintoxication” and shean tiredness, as its authon suggested, on by some mone
ethereal influence, it has come o be #he singde poem wi,ﬁ which most readens identity

Frosts
"Stopping by Hoods on a Snowy fvening”
Whose woods these are I think I hknow.
His howse is in the village though:
He widd no see me atopping here
To watch his wods Ll up with snows

/’-’)g Littde horse must think it queen
To stop without a fammhouse nean
Between the wods and frozen dake

The dankest evering of the yean.

He gives his harness bedds a shake
lo ask if there in some nistake,
The only other sound's the sweep

Of easy wind and a’owny _,fla/eeo

The woods ane dovely, durk and deep,
but I hove sromises 4o keep,

And mides o g0 Gefone { sdeep,

‘ind mides o go before [ sdeep,

Vick Mayo, “diton.
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