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Novembea Meeting:

Amenican Opal Society President Doc Stambler opened the meeting with a brief summary

of the highlights of our show and seminar, He then introduced the guests o the general
meeting. 7&wweuxty-onemanbeumd9ued4p¢umi-wmeo,{thelmgedﬁmwu&
we have ever had,

As promised in the last newsletter, we had a drawing for the opal pendant donated
by Hilda Gomez, and forn several pieces of opal rough donated by the Society, (Ayde Doan,
Society Treasuren, won the opal pendant and Bob Kaugan of Whittier, (alife won the opal
ough

Leonand Bishop, Program (hairman, infommed us, negretfully, that the scheduled
program for the evening had Zo be cancelled, Mr. (ony, who had planned 2o deliver a
presentation on designing opal jewelny in a manner uhich protects the atone became ild
and entered a hospital in San Diego. We wene all looking fomwmnd #o his talk because
the subject matter is of such great intenest to us. We wish him a speedy recoveay and
hope that we may have him as a speaker another day.

Leonard then introduced oun Kational Organizing (hainman, Bill Judd, who saved the
dayuulﬂzaz&zl/eardaﬁdep&eoeniaiionondeammd@.'

Bill and Lyle Backus, Aasociate Member from (hicago, have been busy as bees, as
you saw, in preparing a complete photographic record of Bill's steam casting technique.
Those of us who have had the pleasure of watching Bill in the AUS wonkshop know he is
one of the foremost authoritics in this method of creating custings of rings and other
javelny, If done very carefully, with meticulous attention to detaid, the results can
be veny satisfactony, Bild will tell you the primany ingredient is patience.

Naomi Bartholomew, who is an instructon in dost wax casting tells me she never had
much duck in steam cxating, and as you know, she is a very capable artist and instructor.
{ have wsed this method—before I built my pressure ocasting machine=-and the few Zimes
my castings did M tuan out well uas due o some minon oversight on my pard, wsually



- tem:

g e ot o - 2ol

because I was in such a hurrny Zo get the casting done,

Geonge (ash has donated one of his casting machines to the ACS wonkshop for the
use of the Society's members, but Bill stidl prefers #0 use steam casting, Those
of us who have seen him at work know the high quality of his creations.

If anybody is intercated, we may publish a description of Bill's technigue, the
equipment and material requirements, eic., in a future issue of the nemsletter, It ie
a very effective and inexpensive method of casting your own creations and maybe some
members would Like 2o try it, Plense let us hnow if you are interested, Just daop a
Line o0 us at P.0. Box $95. If enough of our members aespond, Imllmeupuuﬂta
complete counse in osteam casting in a future issue,

In the meantime, local members may learn this technigue from Bl himself at the
ADS workaehops ywmgmﬁmdangofﬁegmemlu&tmgd, or at the Dinecton’s
me
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Decenber Meeting:

Iw&uﬁnmlhveémmék&mn&dﬁe?mammbm
infommation on the Decemben program, However, please don't stay amay—-you know that,
program oz no, you can always come converse with congenial compang.

There have been many inquiries to the Society about the possibilily of onganizing
chapters in othea areas of the couniry, We have always hesitated in setting up distant
chapters for any of sevemal reasons, one being that our budget is mathen limiied and we
could not cope with the traveling expenses involved in sending owt a (harter (haptex

representative 1o get a chaplex going, for instance, in the fast, ox New {ngland,

However, il any of our associate membens feel they would Like 2o onganige a chaptea
in thein area, we will give them any support and encouragement of which we might be
capable. Thus it gives me great pleasure Zo pass on Lo you the copy of the atfached
letten faom Lyle Backue, It is self-explanatony and could be a step in the right
direction for all ourn Associate Members in the Midwest and fast.

Lyle is veay active in AUS affairs and has been wonking with Bill Judd on o slide
program on cudting and polishing opal, and on casting. Associate members in the Midwest
would find him a congenial host, sorely afflicted with opal fever, and amcious fo pass
on 2o gou the benelit of his experience. You would find him very coopemative, and
ecteenely bnowledgeable in opal,

Pleaoepldnonattadmgﬁeueetmgmfeém&g&ﬁ. As at oun docad meetings,
bring your braggin' ocks, and any materiol ox items of interest to othea opal lovers.
It my be the beginning of a wamm and beneficial association.

Item: o 7
Tﬁuemwm‘ﬁeowlammcewd, as part of the package, a
mpyofﬂemnp&ieapaléd We are printing a copy for those members uko
did not attend the seminar. You ,fuddeniexutuzgana’m&able. If you have
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2o the proper source for the references listed,

ltem:
Those of you who have a copy of the November, 1974 Lapidary Jousnal might open it
2o Page 1277 and contemplate the wonders of the Geyphon Diamond Micno” wine smw, Chur
good friend and Associate Member from White Plains, N.Y., BLUL Butcher asks if any of
our members has had any experience with the device or whethea anybedy can infomm him

as o whether it has mernit, ,

{2 is veay naw=el think the first ad appeared in the §. er oa October issue~
and Bill wonders whether the price (not mentioned in the ad) might be justified if it
had any practical value in removing potch on other defects from particulanly imaccessable
places in expensive opal rough, |

(an anybady give us any information faom first-hand experisnce’

3 A S I R
The price of sugar is getting to be so high these days that only rich people can affond
4o have diabetes, |

F AR S 963 333 ST S TS5 23T SIS St

Vick Mayo, Editon.




PHONE: 478-2829

L. BACKUS LAPIDARY

OPALS - GEMS - MINERALS - CUT & UNCUT STONE
4650 NORTH KEDZIE AVENUE ] CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60625

November 16, i97h

Mr. Vick Mayo

P, 0. Box 3895

Downey, California 90242

Dear Vick:

Will you be so kind and place this announcement in your newsletter?
The Associate Members of the Midwest area will held the first
meeting on February 8th., 1975. This will be the first of
four Assoclate meetings for 1975.

Place: U650 North Kedzie, Chicago, Illinois 60625
Time: 6: p.m.

Please write to Lyle Backus at the above address if you plan to
attend.

Vick; please say "hello" to &1l the members, we hope that you and
your family will have a wonderful Holiday Season.

Sincerely yours,
L. BACKUS LAPIDARY
A S

Lyle C. Backus

ICB:1




