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December /”e&tuzg

There was no formal program scheduled fon the December general meeting, /‘05
President Doc Stamblen ook advantage of this godden opportunity #o discuss some very
pertinent points which should have been brought to Light and been kicked around
before this time,

I seems that with the exception of the dealers who belong o our organigation,
such as Loacen Haas of (roun Gems, the Rudds, Bill Maison and a few others, there aeally
are not many of us mking much of a buck from our hobby. I know there are a few who
have been doing quite a bit of cutting and who have accumulated a sizeable inventony of
atones, but who do not have the contacts, knowehow, on aggressive salesmanship to manket
the gems.

Thus it came about that loc opened o discussion a few approaches we could use o
maxked atones produced by ourn members. The veny fact that the stones being cut would
now be destined for the market would have a tendency Zo have us up~grade our shills and
our craft so that we would cut betten stones, However, the fact that we would now be
cutting for the mrket in itsell does not create a market, [his is a veay important
point, as we would have veay little 4o gain in cutting hundreds of stones and not have
them move,

What is the potential in this field? Where are the markets? Ch, the market is
there-=have you observed the fantastic market in turgquoise these days? Some of that money
coudd just as easily have been spent on opal if we were aggressive enough to push it

Some potential outlets for our work might be the following:

o (rafts Shows outlets.

This may not apply 2o our friends in the North and fast untid warmen weathen

amives, but we in sunny southean (alifoania have access 2o inumerable crafts

shows being held at every turn, The next time you see an art display or a crafis
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onganigation or individual behind the show. They usually have to cast about and
dig deap for new outlets and crafts and would probably welcome you with open awmse

They operate by taking a percentage of your sales, but this pencentage is
nominad (usunlly) and the exposune %o this market and experience would be well
worth it

2. Percentage basis with various outlets,

This is a shotgun approach if all else fails, Many boutigues opesate on a
shoestring and would welcome the opportunity fo push your wares fox a percentage
of the pwilits, If the first one approached declines your proposition, there is
aluays another, and another.......

3 Flen Markets, Sunp meets, and areas which cater #o crafts sales.

There are places in LA, (and probably in your locality Nonth, fast and South)
which cater to crafts, such as the Venice area, the Pasadena Flea Market, and
otheas, Suap meets ane aluays a good bet, but the miterinl sodd here should be
in the lower price manges, However, do not be reluctant to display some of your
better, mne expensive mteriad. It will generate interest and catch the eye—
and an occasionad wallet,

4. American Opal Society Quarterdy Opal Auction,
Yes, you heard right! If we had any sense we would organize and staff a quarterly
opal auction, %o be advertised in gem and rock shops, trade journals, bulletin
boards of supesmarkets, laundries, your place of employment, and uherever there
is a place or oppoatunity for exposure,

As I said, it would toke a Little organization, and would requine space and
people to conduct the auction, but it can be done, The possibilities are endless
and intriguing

So keep your eyes and your minds open, A little initintive and originality may
open up a nav mrket and rew horizens for gou

Jaruanry Meeting:

There may be no formd program at oun Januany meeting=--that is, I have not been
informed that there would be, But no matten, the December meeting wns informal and
cleared auny many of the cobwebs. 1 believe it may be a good idex occrsionally o
forego a forml program in favor of just a geneaad session durning which we can discuss
arens of interest as we did in the December meeting,

So please plan o attend, You my again be pleasantly surprised,

Item:

Please gongive me if this newslettenis shorter than usual. There was just £o0 much
activity around here this Holiday Season 2o do justice 2o a good bulletin,

I would like o toke this oppontunity fo wish you and yours a Happy and Prosperous
New Yearn, May gour cutting boo=boos be amall onese




Item:

Our good friend, (harter (haptea Member Joe Biller has been busy with a very
interesting project, He has been talking o Hilda Gomeg about armanging a our of her
Mexican opad mine, it is atild in Zhe talking atnge, but she, dedicated, competent and
thorough woman that she is, plans to arrange accomodations at the best hotels and
restaurants in uhich Montezuma will not #ake out his nevenges

They will be dooking fon not less than 25 nor moae than 50 people for the Zour,
uhich will be conducted duning the faster vacation, I will invodve a flight down 2o
Mexico, with a bus tour to the mines, It is not known how much fossicking will be
permitted but I am sure Hilda, in her infinite wisdom and genenosity, will armange fon
something in that Line.

So atay tuned in--as the situation gels we will be feeding you more infommation
as 1o aates, dates, etc, ,

Points 2o Pondens

(uniousas 2o the feelings of one of the dealens about our Annual Show, 1 asked him
whethen i, to him, was a financial success, His reaction uns immediate and exciting.
It uns not merely a financial success—it was a fantastic financial success.

Eample: A lady approached his counter, lightly lingered and barely studied
a one-thousandwdolar jar of opal and todd him she would like %o buy it. Before he had
a chance #o close the first sale she picked up a fifteen-hundrededoliar jar and bought
it oo) Being curious, since he thought he knew most of the mjor cutters, he asked
if she would do the cutting.

Hern reply was a shocker, A’o,aﬁed&dn'i/mauﬂe,&uttﬁnga&;wtaz&byopd.
She uas a achood eacher who had come all the uay from Phoenix o buy that opals She
had attended several investmenit seminans having %o do with advising teachers on good
investments, She was told that godd and silver stocks were firat in preference as most
promising investments, with opal next, She said those jors of opal were just going #o
4t in hea safe~deposit box in Phoenix.

So there you have it-<the people who came to the show and seminar were intensely
intenested in buying opal, as witness the purchase by the school teacher, It would do
us well 2o remember this episode if there ever comes a time when we would seriously

considen setting up that quarterly opal auction.
{zom: _

As you know, Leonard Bishop has stepped down as Program (haiaman and we have a dine
need fon somebody to Lill that post., The person voluniteering his seavices will have
plenty of helo--we have several programs which would take very Little time and effort %o
onganize and paesent, The following are some examples, They were presented at the
Seminar and most of us would be keenly interested in heaning them,

/o Onin Temy, of Universad Diamond Industries, who discussed the Gilsen




synthetic opals

2. Mike Albritton, of GIA, who discussed the designing of opal jewelnys

3 Mike Zinski, of Pacific Test Specialtics, who gave a talk on the diamond
equipment he uses to cut and polish opal

‘ So get aboard, Become involved, You will be working with a wondeaful bunch
of guys and girds.

Itom:
Did you catch the article in the December Gems and Minerals magazine on our
Finat Anuad Qpal Seminan? 1% uns intenesting and very flattening.

ltem:

The phone rang just a few minutes ago, only it wasn't really the phone—it wns the
clanion tumpets of the Seventh (avalry—it was John Wayne coming through for ws at
lwo Jima—eit was the Little Dutch boy with the big fingea!

Acturlly, it was our good friend and ADS wonkhorse John Hall, who called 4o say
he has stepped into the breech and has arranged a program for the Januory meeting,

It will be an appraisal session on opaly, rough and finished., There wild also be an
advumg&blemﬁwhmﬂbem#dbgapu&wﬁomﬂweadwmmwtocwtwl.
polish that problem stone of yours,

So there you have it, This could be a very interesting and valuable session fon
yous Do attend! And bring any friends who might be interested,
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