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Meeting Dates:
April •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••• Thursday, April 101 1975
May •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Thursday, May 8, 1~75
Time: 7:30 P.M.
Place: Downey Moose Lodge 66312741 S. Bellflower (Second Floor) Downey, Ca.

*************************************************1**************~****
March Meeting:

At the March Meeting we had Janice Mack, a younp vihrant
lecturer from the Gemolo~ical Institute of America. where she is
a staff member and te~ches pem identification. Aside from this
she has had experience in retail jewelry stores and therefore
understands many of the problems we mi~ht face in gemstone buyinE
in general and expeciallY in purchasing opal now that there is
successfully synthesized opal and it is commercially available.

Her lecture was appropriatelY centered on opals, and its
synthetic form as well as substitutes. The lecture beEan with a
description of opals and some of the common forms of s~bstitutps.
Most of them a':"edoublets and triplets, which most of us can
easilY recognize. In rare cases positive identification is made
under magnification directpd at what is thought to be its cemented
layer. If it is a doublet or triplet air bubbles will be ~eadjly
seen. Another common opal substitute, which you see much of
in Mexico, consists of colore~ foil in glass. It may appear easy
to identify but if skillfully done can be very ve r'v deceptive.
For easy identification two good indicators are -- gas bubbles
in the glass and by immersing in salad oil (approximatelv the
same refraction index as i"lass) the foil will stand out becau se
the £"lass "disappearstf•

The most important, and hardest to identify is the tfGilson
Created" Opal. This is because it has all the qualities !3.S the
natural opal in appearance, color, chemical com~nsjtjon, wei~ht,
index of nefracti on and vIa ter content, but thnre are some
tests and experiments that the average person can make that
indicates whether it is synthetic or natl1ral. These indjcat,...,rs
are not positive identification but do indicate whether or not
its synthetic or na t.ura l., One very good indi cator, "IJt it takes
lots of practice, js tl,at the opal will show "dead arnts", t"pse
"dead spots" are small and are only found in synthetic opal. They
havp thp cha~8cterjstics of g~eyish voids and have no plav of color



at all. These "dead spots" if you are trajned to see them are
a very quick identification.

A second good indicator involves the use of Short 1tlaveHI tra
Violet Light and is done by placing photographic paper in the
bottom of a flat tray. Put the stones of known origin with those
of unknown origin in the tray and cover \{ith tap wa ter. The
synthetic opal proves more transparent but also shows a black
rim just around the inside edge of the stone. Natural opals
lack this rim. The nltra Violet Light source should be
approximately 12" away.

Please remember that these are only indicators and they do not
positively identify the origin of the stone. If you are in doubt
it is suggested that you consult a trained Gemologist.

April Meeting:
April's Meeting promises to be not only interestlnp but a

fun evening for everyone attending. There will be a slide show
on dopping, cutting and polishing of opal~this- is-part-of the
Societies Educational Program, which we send out to groups that
request it. After this educational program we will have a
social get together in wh i ch we will have cake and -nef"'eshrTlents
plus good fellowship as a celebration of our societ~'s 8th
year.
Item from SecretarY's desk:

Hello Everybouy, on the 8th Anniversary ofthe American Opal
Society, I would like to thank those who have helped to make a
dream a shining reality.

My wish is that the future will bring a bountiful reward to
each of- you and tha t you in turn will be happier as the result of
your continual efforts.

Sincerely~
Bill Judd

Originator of the S)ciety and one who enjoys associatior
with other members very much.
Item:

"Stripping, tr "Electro Stripping", ''Reverse Plating", are all
terms which refer to the removal of fire scale and oxidation by
using an electric current and a special chemical solution. The
item to be "stripped" is attached to the positive pole of a
6 to 12 volt DC transformer (such as those used for 'Dlating)
via copper wire, and then submerged into the hot "stripping"
solution. Next an anode (which will be the item "receiving"
the oxidents) is attached to the negative pole and lowered 'into
the hot solution. If this is done correctly the anode should
have bubbling around it which indicates the removal of the oxidation
and scale.
'Seiitor'snote:

There will be a more detailed explanation of Stripping and
plating (a close cousin of stripping) in a later newsletter.



Item:
Andy Ritchie, one of the earliest members of the American

Cpal Society does a big service for the Society by bringing the
Refreshments and Serving them at the monthly meetings. Thanks
Andy from all of us.
Item:

LITTLE THINGS IN LIFE------
If any little word of ours can make One Life the brighter,

If any little song of ours can make one heart the lighter;
God help us speak that little word and take a hit of sin~ing

And drop it in some lovely vale a~d se~ the echoes riheing,
I noticed this in a friend1s garage and it brought to mjnd

that each member has something to contribute. Let us hear from
each of you, and share your thoughts and ideas with us all.

*****************************************************************
Don1t forget to bring your trading and (or) selling piece to the
next meeting for Doc Stambler1s Bid Board.
******************************************************************

Life is not a spectacle or a feast; it is a predjcament.
George Santayana

****************************************************************
James Sgro, Editor
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