American Opal  Society

P. O. Box 3895, Downey, California 90242

Monthly Newsletter May 1, 1975

Meeting Dates:
May. ® o & & & 6 & & & 8 o s & s e oThurSday, May 8. 1975
JUNE ¢ s ¢ o o s o ¢ ¢ o o & 5 s s o aThurSday, June 12. 1975
Time3 7'3 P.M.
Place:s Downey Moose Lodge 663

12741 S. Bellflower (Second Floor) Downey, California
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April Meeting:
Recipe for a wonderful evening

Mix an educational and informative slide show
With a celebration of eight successful years,

Add a generous helping of friendship and good cheer,
*With & pinch of talking",

And any way you look at it, it has to be a wonderful
evening!

The evening began with two of the American Opal Society's
Educational Programs on the dopping and cutting of opals.

These slide shows, which are designed for the Opal Neophyte,
cover every step from the melting of the wax to the final polish of
the stone.

The slide progrsms are available to any group wishing them
for a small rental fee.

Following the show the meeting was ajourned to allow the
members to socialize and enjoy each other's company, while eating the
delicious anniversary cake and drinking the delectible punch.

May Meeting:

The Steely Blue Hope Diamond which now resides in the
SmithgonianInstitution has a history of bringing misfortune to those
who possess it. (Could this be causing the problems in the U, S.?)
This legend and scores of others, whose legends have added color and
mystery to the gem world will be discussed by Jim Taylor, who heads
the correspondence course on Diamond Appraisal at the Gemslogical
Institute of America. His lecture will be on the history and lore of

famous diamonds from the pasts This promises not only to be an




(2)

enlightening evening, but a fascinating one also. So we will be
looking forward to seeing you there.
Interesting Note:

To further elaborate on the magical powers that men throughout
the ages have given to diamonds is a quote from the book "Diamonds®,
by Erik Bruton "A curious belief about the diamond was that, if held
in the mouth, it caused the teeth to drop out." Jewellers today often
advise the owner of a valuable diamond ring to hold it with her teeth
while washing her hands, to eliminate the risk of leaving the ring
behind. (Also, they have friends that are dentists.)

Diamond was supposed toc be of service to lunatics and those
possessed of devils. It also repelled the attacks of phantoms and
made the sleep of the wearer free from nightmares. It was worn in
battle because it dispelled vain fears and made the wearer courageous
as well as magnanimous and virtuous. (Could this be why it is given
as an engagement ring?)

Another benefit of diamond was its ability to baffle the
magic arts and to cause lawsuits to be settled in favour of the
wearer. It was not explained what happened when both parties wore
diamonds. If a house, orchard, or vineyard were touched at each
corner with a diamond, it was thought to be protected from lightning,

storms and blight."

Seminar Note:

Following the success of last year, the Board of Directors
decided that an opal seminar will be a regular feature of our

annual show.
 The planning is now underway for the seminar for this

years show., A committee of Bill Judd, Steve Araujo, Phil
Bass and John Hall has been formed. The first meeting was
held and a preliminary list of topics, speakers and time
schedule was drawn up.
The speakers are now being contacted and we hope to
finalize the schedule in time for the next newsletter.
There is much to be done, both now and during the
seminar, if you can be of assistance, please contact a
member of the committee.
It will be my pleasure to serve as your chairman, again.
As always, I invite your comments and suggestions.

Bill whittle
Seminar Chairman
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Reminders
Any member who desires and needs help with Opals

and/or Jewelry making has an open invitation to Bill Judd's
Workshop on Monday and Tuesday evenings. If you would like
to come, give him a call at 869-4155 to make sure he will be
at home. This is a service that Bill has offered for many
'years and he can proudly say he has taught many of the people
in the American Opal Society. We All Thank You Bill.

Note:

It is my pleasure to announce that the board has
voted, that at this years seminar, associate and charter members
will be given a five dollar discount from the non-members
twenty-five dollar donation. So get your reservations in

early as there is limited seating.

Special Note:
Any member attending April's Meeting will please check

their papers etc., to see if a photo of a large ruby carving
could have mistakenly been picked up. It was lost at the last

ﬁeeting. If found please contact Marvin Wilson,
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James Sgro, Editor
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