American Opal Society

ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE TO:

Monthly Newsletter June 1975
Meeting Dates:
JUNE sessnnsensvsnsesoavseensswessss NULISday, June 19; 1975
T i 2845 B65s waeq 5ol 5os 5 6s wnes TITE0AYT s JUIY 1g, 1975
Time: 7330 P,M.
Places Downey Moose Lodge 663

12741 S, Rellflower (Second Floor) Downev, Ca,
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May Meeting:

Due to unfortunate circumstances, our speaker; Jim Tavlor
was unable teo attend the last meeting. Rut all was not 1ost; Anthony
Carton, our program director, quickly made arrangements to have
him present his program at a later date. I am sure we are lenking
forward to it.

Even without the scheduled speaker the meeting was very
fruitful, Guillermo Valascuez ( Bill for short) answered questions
about the Societies planned trip to the Mexican Cpal Mines near
Magdelena, Mexico, Many important things were brcught up at the
meeting, such as the length of the trip, mode of transportation,
cost, and the best season in which to visit Mexico®? As of now;
there are no plans that are definite, so please feel free to make
suggestions.

June Meeting:
Guillermo Valasquez / Whew!) Will give a presentation on the

Mexican Opal Mines. where they are located, mining technigues and




a vast number of other aspects that few of us consider, This

program promises to be not only rewarding for those of us

considering the trip to Mexieco, but to anyohe wishing to

increase their knowledge of Opal.
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Opal Mines of the North American Continent

Each month I will try- to have a

different mine location for you to
add to your 1list,

Mark Stetler will send you a
Brochure about his mine. The
American Opal Society does not
recommend nor advertize for any
person, group or company. If yvou
see a map or other description
concerning a product or service for
any reason you are assursd that this
is only a service to our members and
not intended tc single out a partic-
ular product or person.

Thank you,

Bill Judd

Secretary A.C.S.
P.S. Please excuse the 1973 date on the

map information. It just happened to be

that old.
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FOR MORE INFORMATION WRITE TO:

SPENCER OPAL MINES
1862 Rainier St.

Idaho Falls, Idaho 83401
Phone A/C 208—523-0265

OR

Box 113
Spencer, Idaho 83446
Phone A/C 208—374-5476

DIGGING 1973 — May 15tk through October

Ist. days per week weather permitting.
Mine Closed Friday Only
MARK L. STETLER, Owner and Operator

Yellowstone Park
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Ttem:

Its time for elections again and Elmer Reed is the chairman
of the nominating committee., Wis committee consists of hjmslf;
Vern Trozzi and Bill Whittle. The members of the Board of
Directors that are leaving office are Marvin Wilson, Doc Stambler.
and Don Hudson, These men have given their time and effort to
improve our club and we extend our thanks to all of them for a
job well done,

The nominees for the next term as Board Members arer

Marv Wilson

Julius Lippa

George Eash

Doc Stambler
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Associate Membhers, Chicago Area

On June 14%th there will be a group meeting. ‘A Group will
meet at 4:00 P, M. and on the same day,vBﬁCroup will meet at
6:30 P.M. The Meeting will be at 4650 Kedzie, Chicago, Illinois,
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Strange how much you've got to know

Before you know how little you know,

Anonymous

James Sgro-Editor




Item:

bardy in Apnid the Amenican Opal Society received a very pleasant surpnise from
one of our associate members back fast. M. H. F, Mclonald, of Alburg, Veamont, and
Montreal, (anada formwrded a very warm letter in which he enclosed five sample aough
sdones, with an explanation as Zo what they were and haw the average cutten could
obiain them,

M. Mclonald attended our show and seminar dast year and shortly after he
returned home he spotted an ad in Rock and Gems, inserted by "Sea-Gems" of Seattle,

He answered the ad, made a routine deposit, and received some rough opal, irimmed
and Lightly polished, on approval, He wns elated and uanited 2o pass on to the
Amenican Opal Society the information that stones of this quality could be obiained
in such a mnner.

The stones come attached %o index cards containing ithe Stvne Registry and ite
chanacteristics, Stone Registry No, A-79, for example, contains the following
remrkable informtion, Weight: 15 ct., L: 25mm, W: 16mm, T: bmm, Description: Light
gray-base opal=-nice plates of fire—good codon-~fair 2o good bailliance, Value:
$2.00 per ct., Total £28,00",

The reverse of the cand states MWon faom the 22 foot level of the '/2 Mile'
Lield at (vobea=Pedy, Australia, late in 1972--a nice chunk %o use free-form on cut
to calibrated oval stone—the bans are tuwisted but offer no problem”,

As 1 stated previously, the stones are all proofed and you see what you get--
most of the gamble is removed,

However, Page 68 of the July Rock & Gems carries the Sea-lems ad--but honrors,
the very last sentence, in amall prini, states "Wo oaders accepted from (alifornia”,

I would appean they had an unfoatunate encounter with the (alifoania sales tax
siructune,

1 had already planned on displaying Ma. Mclorald's stones at the June meeting, and
wild do s0 in spite of the fact the offer appears o be not available o (alifornians.
Associate members living in other states might like #o dook into this exceptional offer.

We appreciate M. Mclonald's effonts in behalf of the Society, Perhaps there are
others who would Llike o share thein experiences with us,
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Item:
The ADS has purchased subscaiptions to Lapidany Journal, Rock & Gems, and Gems and
Minerals. 1 will have a couple of each for each month with me. If you would Like 2o
borrow one please contact me at the meetinge. Vick Mayo
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