American Opal Society

P. U. Box 3895, Downey, California 90242

Monthly liewsletter August 8, 1975

lMeeting Dates:
AugUST +« ¢ o « o o o o o o « o « » oThursday, august 14, 1975
Septembers « s « s s o« ¢ s ¢« s o o sThursday, September 11, 1975
Time: 7:30 P.li.
Place: Jowney Moose Lodge 663
12741 5. Bellflower (Second Floor) Jowney, California
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July Meeting:
Janice Mack again showed the A. U. 5. that even though she

is a young person she has a vast knowledge of stones and their
characteristics. Her program on the "Basics of Light Identification"
was fascinating to the novice and amateur as well as the professional
gemologist. The Society was privileged to preview a Gla presentation
that is expected to be repeated extensively within the trade. Wwe expect
it will receive wide acclaim. The photography alone in the many
illustrative slides is a masterpiece of the technique. Following is a
very brief word summary of what was so spectactularly illustrated and
explained:

Bagics of "Light Identification”

1. Use of a high intensity light source with a short filament
to concentrate any light directed towards a stone.

2. At least a practical working knowledge of gemology is required.

3. Visual observation of exterior of stone will show luster
(dependend on RI and hardness); any phenomena present will
perform at a maximum; surface cleavages and fractures are
easily illuminated for study; body color, transparency and
translucency, and flawlessness are also obvious with the
highly directional transmitted light.

4, Internal examination reveals various inclusions, cleavages and
fractures. The nature of inclusions, (natural or synthetic)
can be determined by their relief (distinctness with which
they stand out from their background). as a general rule,
synthetic inclusions are round and spherical or curved and
also of high relief. Natural inclusions are straight,
angular and usually low relief,
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5. It's very important to remember that if the light is directed
into the stone at an oblique angle, its direction changes in
the stone. Therefore, to get the maximum relief of an
inclusion, you must keep the penlight moving and direct the
light in several directions in order to get maximum
illumination and maximum relief.

Following the main program the Society asked for and was given a

review of the history, background, scope, purpose and rapid recent

growth of the Gemological Institute of America. Very interesting!
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August Meeting:

Anthony Carton, Program Chairman, has arranged for us to view
the movie "Catch the Fire" from Princess Gems, Inc., Federal way, wash.
Judging from the title and the excellent reviews that have been written
about this movie, it promises to be very worthwhile. It describes all
aspects of Opals "mining, cutting, polishing and mounting".
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Item: John Hall, a member whose efforts to improve our club
have been noteworthy, has been appointed Donatian
Chairman for the October Opal Show. Anyone who has
the time or a small door prize gift to donate should
contact him as he must have considerable support from
the membership.

# % ¥ % X X ¥ # H H ¥ £ ¥ # %

Items We have been notified that the Gemological Institute of
America will have a table at the October show for
demonstrations of gem identification. Anyone who has a
stone of questionable identity can finally find out the
truth for a nominal fee, well below the average cost
for this service.
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« o o« o +"and lo!! The Beautiful CUpal -
That rare and wonderous gem -

Where the moon and sun blend into one

It's the child that was born to them."

Excerpt from the poem
"The Birth of the (pal"
Ella Wheeler Wilcox

Editor:s James Sgro
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SAmerican Opal  Society

MEX=-TRIP
ADTRESS CORRESPONDENCE TC P. U. Box 3895
Downey, California 90242

Please fill and return this questionaire ‘as soon as possible, if
you are interested in the field trip, sponsored by the A.C.S. to the
OPAL)MINING AREAS & MINES in old iiexico by Easter 1976 (or any other
time ).,

The purpose of this questionaire is to determine accurately the
cost of transportation, but will help as well to figure accommodations.

The approximate cast for the plane fare will be $206 round trip.

The approximate cost for the bus fare will be $8.00 per day/person,
per full bus, both from Tijuana to Guadalajara and from Guadalajara to
Queretaro, hMagdalena and Zacatecas.

The cost of meals is about the same as in California.

NO ADMISSION CHARGE TO THE OPAL MINES (whatever you find is yours).

()

Your name and address Number persons
with you

Date of Departure 1st., 2nd choice

By airplane (from LAX,., INT. to Guad.)(lst.) (2nd,) (only)

By bus (chartered from Tijuana) (1ste) 2nd. ) (only)

Days in Guadalajara & lMagdelena (

Days in Queretaro (
Days in Zacatecas (for fire agate) (
Free days (in Guadalajara)

Date to return (back in L.A.)

P P W

o~

Willing to spend in hotels per day $4.00 $6,00 8

$12.00

If by bus, willing to travel day & night ( ) only days( )

By October 1975, you will be notified as to the number of persons
interested in this trip and the most complete information possible as
far as costs, schedules and so forth., At that time some sort of deposit
might be asked and the full cost of transportation must be covered

six (6) weeks before the date of departure.
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