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American Opal Society 7 ¢

P. 0. Box 3895, Downey, California 90242

Monthly Newsletter January 2, 1976
Meeting Dates:
JaNUaryssessesscecssssessssssThursday, January 8, 1976
Februaryssssscseseesssseess s Thursday, February 12, 1976
Time: 7:30 P.M.

Place: Downey Moose Lodge 663
12741 S. Bellflower (Second Floor)
Downey, California
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DECEMBER MEETING:
Mr. Boyajian's extremely well illustrated lecture on

"Colored Stone Phenomena® proved to some of us who are in the AOS
that there are other stones that are beautiful besides Upals. 4s
usual, this presentation by a representative of the Gemological
Institute of America was top notch. Unbelievably well done slides
again vividly illustrated the phenomena described by the speaker.
Phenomena such as adularescence/laboradorescence, chatoyancy,
dichroism, and opalescence came alive on the screen in full color
and bigger than life right before our eyes. Displays of the sheens,
cat's eyes and stars that result from these phenomena in many types
of stones were shown. The detailed explanations of the basic causes
of the displays were alsc most interesting.

We were even shown, with both slides and words, the
differences between mediocre stones and some of the finest and rarest
in existance. Many of us would otherwise probably never have seen
a cat's eye emerald; or a really fine cat's eye chrysoberl, star ruby,
or sapphire; not to mention dichroic alexandrite displaying one of
its colors on one half of the gem and its other color on the adjacent
half at the same time., DMr. Boyajian concluded his program by inviting
those present to view a mounted exhibit of actual gemstones displaying
the various phenomena he had described,
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JANUAR TING:

John Hall longtime member of the society will give a
demonstration on Steam Casting, which is one of the easiest and
simplest forms of Los Wax Casting there is. It might alsc be noted,
among its other virtues, it is the most inexpensive form available
today. This is a program that is highly recommended for anyone
interested in any form of Jjewelry making. The society has enjoyed
a slide illustrated lecture-type program on Steam Casting, by Bill
Judd, but Mr. Hall will bring it to us live and real. We found
another advantage of the system when we had a minor mishap with a
regular casting maching and could not use it. The flask was burned
out, hot, and ready, so we had to use previous experience with
Steam Casting and got a satisfactory castihg.

ITEM: The Board of Directors has récently been discussing
different options for a meeting place and possibly an office. a few
possibilities which have been mentioned are:

(1) Buyinga lot with a building on it and renovating

(2) Leasing a place

(3) Continue Renting
Anyone having any suggestions along this line is encouraged to write
it down and send it to the American Opal Society, P.0O. Box 3895,
Downey, California 90242, Attentions James Sgro.

ITEM: On December 13, 1975, the Redondo Beach Chapter of the
American Opal Society held its annual Christmas Dinner-Party and

Elections. The New Officers are:
Olive Boyce - President
Bob Jaehnig - Vice-FPresident
Dot Cohee C - Secretary
Alice Slawinski - Treasurer
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The American Cpal Society takes this opportunity to sincerely wish
each of you and your family a Happy, Healthful, Prosperous New Year.

James Sgro - Editor
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