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FEBRUARY MEETING:

At the February meeting 0of AQ0S founding father Bill Judd
conducted a demonstration program on slectmmlating for a near
capacity attendance of society membars and guests., The
unaxpacted strong audience response was no doubt dus to Bill's
convincing theme that the process is really very simple., It is
also quite inzxpansiva, as was amply proven by the actual
aquipment usad in the demonstration. Within the space of a
few minutes a ring, pandant and a-chain that B8ill had brought,
and threa rings supplied by the audience had bean givman =a
baautiful coating of 18 karat gold.

In rasponse to quastions about the atility of the procass,
it was brought out that items of jewelry to ba used for display
samplas can ba madea up of inexpansive base matals, and qold
plated for an accurate portrayal of the appsarance of products

to bs made of gold. A large sample display can this be put




together with vary little money invested, and if you hava some
piecas already made ud, of less expensive mmtals, its such

a a sinple matter to gold plate and polish them, It will not
normally be necessary ¢0 mavan remove the stonms!

Just remamber, though, that silver must ba first ceoated
with nickel, and some othar metals might require an additional
coat of coppar undar the nickel, but plating with nickel and
coppar is quicker and cheapar than gold!

Ag to tha wmarability of plated itmms, pmanmdanta, oins,
chains, cuff links and tis tacks can probably be givan such
a hmavy plating that it wnuld nevar wear through., But don't
assuma that themy are nomilally sold that way! However with your
own handy-dandy plater, its a simpla matter to renaw the gold
plating on evan a thinly platad commarcial itam, An axample
exhibited at tha February Mamsting was a 110 dollar cigaratte
lightar that had bmsan restored to its original beauty, and
of course, mvan rings and bracalmats can have that unbaatable
solid gnld look, sincae it takms literally, only a minute to
rensw worn plating,.

Many handy hints about the plating nrocess as learned,
usually the hard way, by 3i{11 and ADS experimenters were passed
along to those at tha mamting. Ffor instance, while the uysual
cloth buffing whemals remove plating in a hurry, a soft brush
with meatal bristles burnishad gold plating to a bright luster.
Theay also discoverad that handling thm chemicals produces rough

hands - hard on the nylons!




3.

Bill displayad sources of plating (d-z) current casting
from 7S¢ to 50 dollars. Such things as the powar packs for
opsrating battery radios or habby squipment from housa current
sources can bas used for plating. Such low currant davices
ara admittedly slow, but an automobile battery charger -
ysually in use only occasionally - makes a good plating power
source, and that is really the hmart of the agquipment. Fxecaot
for plating solutions, purchasad from jeswslers supply houses,
maverything mlse is a dime store item or usually available around
the house,

Thanks Bill for anothar interesting and informative program.

He Lo (Jim) Holland

March meeating:

Thru out the agmes man has carved gam stonms., Somatimes for
Religious ourposaes but mostly to oarmanently ancapture natures
gscenas, In the Opal Sociaty we ara fortunate to have talmnted
men who are capable of performing this anciant art. Ona of these
is John Hajidostian, who has dianlayed his skills in numerous
shows and magazines. He will give a demonstration on carving.
Any one familiar with John Haidostians' work will know his
favorite subjmct matter is nature i.e. birds, bears, owls and
so forth, and ha has worked on many stonms, including Jade, Ruby

Saphire as well as Opal. For our Society he is concantrating

on the carving of Opal.
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY
NUMBER NINE

Sinca I have the plaasurs of having in my family the two
oldest numbers of membmrs #0,001 and 0.002 It sesems only Fitting
that I do the honors of congratulating you for besing a mamber of the
Ammrican Opal Socimty.

Thank you for your contribution to the genaral! knowladge
maach of use has been able to gleaan from our Fraternal Association,

Many wonderful people are and havm bean membars of this
Sociaty - some have moved and gona into othar or associatsd
activities and the rast of us just kmep on going. Progress is
svident by the many things reflacted as Knowleadge, assets in the
bank ano the beauty of our creations.

Lets look forward to many mora Happy anniversariams,

Fraternally
Bill Judd
Note: Tha Radondo Bmach Chaptar has elmcted new offimrs, they arms:

Olivea BOyCB.ceeesececscseossPrasidant

Bob Jamhnig sceccccecccessslVice Prasident

Dorotnty Coha®s .....ecceeces.5mcrmtary

Alice Slawinski ...cceceee.l rmasurer
Editors Note: I have just found out that within the next four
months the Opal Society should have a new meeting place, it
would be advisable to read the nawws lstter carafully in order
to know whare the naw meaeting placs it to bae.

Life is a Jig-saw puzzles with most of the peices missing!

Anonymous

Editor:. jamas Sgro
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