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Meeting Dates I

July •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Thursday, July 8, 1976
August ••o ••••••••••••••••••••••• Thursday. Aug. 12, 1976
Time. 7130 P.M.
Place. ELKS LODGE (ANTLER ROOM)

1223 Woodruff Avenue
Downey, California

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
June Meeting

At its June meeting the American Opal Society was treated to
a travelogue on Australia. complete with running commentary by a
native. Roger Pearman. the native, came complete with Aussie
accent, but his smooth presentation was easily understood. We
appreciated the slightly different slant Roger used in his com-
mentary. Instead of the usual slicked up commercial travelogue
emphasizing the tourist attractions and extolling the wondrous
beauties of the land, Roger Pearman emphasized reality. The great
desolate wastes of the continent. and the temperature extremes
aggravated by lack of rainfall were given equal time with the
coastal cities and seashores.

After all, the early use of the country was as a British penal
colony. So there were slides of some structures built originally
for that purpose. But this vast country, the size of the United
States, with only 13 million people. has developed some scenic
attractions to add to the natural ones like Sydney Harbor. How-
ever. there is not yet one ful:y paved road all the way across the
country.

Australia was depicted as a Land of extremes. very cold or
very hot, very wet or very dry. There may be typhoons, or such
dry winds that brush fires burn just as in Southern California.
Water may be so scarce it limits population and is called liquid
gold. Yet the mountain snows melt and run relatively unutilized
along the shortest paths down to the ocean.

Roger showed us animals, from Koala Bears to Emus; colorful
birds, and the various types of kangaroos. Realism was emphasized
even here. The Koalas may not be just the cuddly cute little
animals often depicted. Roger's close up shot showed the strong
claws he said may be used with devasting effect on an unsuspecting
tourist.
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But the slide that impressed us the most was the one of the
6-ounce parcel of rough opal ---- selling for $12,5001 Then,
when we hear that for a $10.00 fee anyone can mine, we are ready
to gol But there must be more to it than that because in recent
years large companies utilizing heavy equipment and bulldozers
are taking over. Very costly, says Roger, the cost of rough opal
is up 80% in just the last 18 months!

Along with maps depicting the general lay of the opal
country were on-the-scene photographs of the mining towns and
their underground living facilities. Roger showed where the diff-
erent types of opal are mined, including the material he is
presently selling.

A late starter, as he described himself, Roger was at first a
school teacher, then into the jewelry business. But like the rest
of us, he was eventually captivated by OPAL! Now, with some help
from family connections (his wife is a New Yorker) he has become
an independent opal dealer, traveling and talking about Australia
and opal.

The American Opal Society noted that of all the people-from
Australia who have contacted us through our registration with the
Australian Trade Cow~ission, only Roger Pearman came equipped with
slides, as well as samples. We were pleased enough that he
provided our meeting with an interesting program. But he did more.
At the conclusion of his presentation he donated the set of slides
he had used to the American Opal Society. These were mostly made
by Roger himself during his extensive travels in Australia. Since
he remains in Southern California only for the rest of the month
of June, any future use of the slides will have to suffer from
presentation without the Aussie accent that added to the realism.
But we do appreciate the slides, and thanks, Roger, for an
interesting program.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
It~ml While we were having our own June meeting of the original

American Opal Society group. a .new chapter was having
its first meeting in th.e Seattle-Tacoma area. The North-
west Area Chapter reports they now have more than the
required minimum number of members.
Work toward formation of a new chapter in the Phoenix area
was also reported, and the Chicago Chapter sent a letter
describing their activities.

Item: The July meeting of the AOS will feature a talk by
Digby Matheson. a visiting Australian, who will show
samples of opal from various fields. He will answer
Questions and show some excellent examples of opals
and other gem stones.

------- ---------- -
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Item. Nominating Committee Chairman Elmer Reed announced
three nominations for next year's American Opal Socie y
president.

stan Goldklang
Jim Sgro
Julius Lippa

Nominated for first and second vice-presidents.
Marvin Wilson
Ed Slawinski

Further nominations will be accepted,
take place at·'.theJuly meeting in our

and
new

voting will
location.

Don't forget the new location for
in July-------

Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
122.3 Woodruf'f Avenue
Downey, California

our meeting beginning
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MAP OF LOCATION OF NEW MEETING PLACE FOR AOS
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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

I would like to know more about the AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY. Pleasesend additional information

____ application.

TO: Name (Print) ~Residence __

Phone No: Home Office Business _


