
Monthly Newsletter August ), 1976
Meeting Dates I

August •••••••••••• o ••••••••••••• Thursday, August 12, 1976
September ••••••••••••••••••••• Thursday, September 9, 1976

7130 P.M.
Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
1223 Woodruff Avenue, Downey
(On Woodruff, just south of Firestone)

(Antler Room behind Elks Lodge)
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Times
Place 1

July Meeting
On July 8, at the first meeting in its new location the American

Opal Society was treated to a program on Australia and its production
of our favorite stone. This was from quite a different orientation
from last month's presentation by Roger Pearman. Australian stone
dealer and importer/exporter, Digby Matheson, (we forgot to verify the
spelling) gave us a scholarly presentation, spiced with local color,
and heavily opal oriented. He went from the origin of the name
through to the latest mining companies and opal pricing, with pre-
dictions for the future. Mr. Matheson's presentation could well have
been the new material for revised editions of any of the good books
written on the subject.

Mr. Matheson predicts a period of less rapidly rising prices,
noting that things have been rather wild in recent years. New finds,
one just out of Coober Pedy, and another near Lightning Ridge should
help, he believes. He points out that even though the new finds of
good black opal are closely held in a few hands, the skyrocketing
prices should stabilize somewhat.

The recent scenario of the Australian opal fields was described
as somewhat hectic. With double-digit inflation infecting the whole
economy, Oriental buyers were living out of suitcases on the opal
fields and at the local airfields in order to buy material directly
from the miners. All transactions being cash, large sums of money
had to be carried. The Australian version of the U. S. Internal
Revenue Service has been required to become quite adept at ferreting
out who owes the government how much taxl

Adding to the problems, and the price of opal, w~re government
pressures to control exports, and possibly even restr1ct export to
finished stones. But the government has apparently moved in the
direction of less control now, and Mr. Matheson feels that the country
does not have, and probably won't have enough cutters to finish an
appreciable portion of the opal that is mined.

-------------------------
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The American Opal Society enjoys hearing from those who love and
appreciate our favorite stone. And when someone as obviously well-
informed about it as Digby Matheson comes along we get double benefit.
His love for opal began long ago when, as a student on a Northwest
Queensland ranch he was captivated by the stones he found while
"fossicking" in old opal diggings not far from the waterhole of
"Waltzing Matilda" fame.

Thanks, Mr. Matheson, for your interesting presentation.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
A Virgin Valley. N.evada Opal Hunting Vacation ••••••Jim & Jackie Holland

Your newsletter editor requested a short report on this writer's
recent experiences in "fossicking" in the historic opal fields of
Virgin Valley, Nevada. As those at the July meeting of the American
Opal Society who saw the samples we brought back can attest, there is
still some gorgeous opal coming out of those diggings. We merely
followed the map and instructions published with this newsletter a few
months ago to find the Wilson's Peacock Opal Mines; excellent roads,
no problems at all for any vehicle.

But although we had read that there was some sort of waterhole
in this vast expanse of hundreds of miles of high desert, we were
totally unprepared for what we found! The upper part of Virgin Valley,
very close to the paved road is a truly extensive oasis with warm and
cold running water coming right out of the ground at several points.
So extensive, in fact, is the resulting series of ponds and streams
that the area has been made a National Wildlife Refuge. If you enjoy
observing wild animals and birds, the area is worth visiting for this
alone. From burros to bullfrogs the place teems with wildlifel The
wild burros and deer are seen daily, antelope less frequently, but
always a profusion of waterfowl.

Of course, the large camping area is associated with this
plentiful supply of good water, which also comes at higher temperatures
to make possible a nice pond for swimming, and a sort of family-style
shower bath (enclosed in a barn like structure). Primitive, but very
effective, and most welcome after a hard day's dig for opal.

For the next several miles down the val~ey op~l diggings ~bound.There may well be more money chang~ng hands ~n buy~ng and sell~ng opal
mining claims than from the sale of opal! But the~ is still opal
obtainable here, and from my observation the strength of its color is
still superior to that from any other source, on the average, and
some is truly outstanding. Perhaps we were luckier than most, but
any of several pieces we found are worth more than the cost of the
trip to our admittedly prejudiced eye. In our four days in the
fields we sa~ several other superb pieces found by fellow fossiders.



No one will dispute the reputation this material has for poor
stability, but it doesn't all crack! And since public digging is
limited to the mine dump tailings, the survival rate of the smaller
pieces found there is much higher than the freshly uncovered material.
If you are a highly motivated rockhound type who has the patience to
move a lot of dirt per gram of opal recovered, you will succeed.
There are literally millions of cubic yards of tailings and relatively
f!rti. really motivated diggers, believe me! The dirt is very easy to
dig in as it has not been compacted.

We found Mr. Wilson and his family most helpful and cooperative,
but success is roughly proportional to the hours and diligence
devoted to the search. And even if the material we recovered all
proves unstable (perish the thoughtl), its fantastic color display
from our speciman cabinet will pop eyeballs for years to come I

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
IMPORTANT NOTICE

To decrease the amount of record keeping and the need to mail individual
notices of dues to be paid,the Board of Directors have voted to annualize
the membership dues of the American Opal Society. It is nec~ssary for each
member to pay an amount of dues to the end of 1976. The amount each
member should pay can be figured as folJows.

J..',
Look at your membership card for the date on your card - figure your

dues as follows:

I CHAPI'ER CHARrER MEMBERS pay $1. 00 for each month to January 1, 1977.
l-
I
i~~
~
~(i
~,
, Mail the above dues to:

~""""'f'-~T""'o""",,;.-.,.,

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS AND GROUP CHARrERED MEMBERS pay $.50 for each
month to January 1, 1977.

Hereafter notices of dues due will be made in the newsletter that
annual dues are due the first of each year. No individual notices will
be sent. Dues for 1977 will be due January 1, 1977 •

American Opal Society
Bill Judd, Secretary
P.O. Box 3895,
Downey, CA. 90242•• * •••••••••••••••• *•••••• ** ••••••• *•• **.* •••••••••• * ••••••••••••••••• **

Election news - In hotly contested elections, numerous
caucuses were required, but the following winning
candidates finally emerged.

1976-77 A.O.S. President------Julius Lippa
1st Vice-President----Marvin Wilson
2nd Vice-President----Ed Slawinski

Reports from Seattle, Phoenix and Chicago indicated
that these three embryo Opal Society Chapters were
continuing to work out their respective state
requirements for non-profit corporation status and
related insurance problems •.
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Display chairman, John Boyce, has inserted the following in the Newsletter:

Gli.EETli~GTO ALL OPALHuLICS:

Show time coming up again, so guess what? we want to display our
beautiful OPAL for our show patrons. Let us all plan to show our
IPride & Joyl even though it is only a half dozen or one piece.

If you do not have enough for a full case, let me know and arrange-
ments will be made to have several members display together.

I need to know the sizes of your showe aae in order to arrange the
placement, so please fill in the sizes of your case and mail it to
me as soon as practical, or call me, (213) 566-6204.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Display Chairman: I will display in the 1976 SHOW, the size of
my case is:

HIGH, _DEi:P, WID~.

Signed

Hail to: John C. Boyce, Display Chairman
American Opal Society
P.U. Box 3895
Downey, California, 90242

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
The AOS members may not be aware that many opal publications, journal
articles, magazines, and books are available for loan. Vic Mayo has a
large library of magazin~ like Gems and Minerals, Lapidary Journal, etc.
available for loan to members. Bill Judd has a very good coJlection of
rare and out of print bocks available, a nartial listing is:
OPALS, THE GEM OF THE NEVER NEVER, r. C. Wollaston, ]q24
OPALS AND GOLD, R. M. HacDonald, 1928
LIGHT ENING RIDGE, THE LAND OF THE BLACK OPAL, I.1. Ldr-Le ss , 1940
THEY STRUCK OPAL, E.J. Murphy, 1948
STONES OF FIRE, ADVENTURES IN SEARCH OF OPAL, M.D. Berrington, ]958
THE LIGHTENING RIDGE BOOK. S. Lloyd, 1967
Lapidary Journal, Opal Issue, December 1961
If vou want to borrow any of these puh]ications and books request that
they be brought to the general meeting for your pickup or they can be maiJed
to vou if you cannot get to the meeting. Make your request to:

Americal Ona1 Society
P.O. Box 3895,
Downey, CA. 90242
(213) R69-4l55
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AUGUST GENERAL MEETING AGENDA

The Au~ust g-eneral meeting of the AOS will feature an OPAL APPRAISAl
session to instruct member in how to apprai~ their own opa~. The
pro~ram will serve the purpose of instructing members of the qualities
of an opal that determine its worth and to determine the price to be
placed on opal articles to be soJd at the Opal Show in October 1976.
The opals to be displayed for sale in the show should be submitted to
Jim Sgro, Opal Show Marketing and Sales Chairman, at the general meeting
in September •

NINTH ANNUAL OPAL SHOW
••• *** •••••••••••• * •••••••••••••••••• ***.* ••••••••• **************.***.***

The AOS Opal Show to be held at the Norwalk Civic Center, Norwalk, CA.
is moving along very well. Donations for attendin~ the Lectur~ and
Demonstrations Sem~nar are coming in rapidly. Get your donation in
early if you plan to attend the Seminar. The announcement relating to
how to sign un for the Seminar is below.

"The Opal Adventure"
at th£ DpaL ~I!.m.in.a.'t

in conjunction cIJitha,
Ninth Annual Opal Show

DatoCE.'t 9th and 10th, 1976

dV o'1.waLk Cif.lic Centn
12700 dVo'1.waLk !BLd.
dV o'1.waLk, CaLifo'1.nia

NEWSL£TTER STAFF

Editor: Jack K. Lennard
Contributing Ed~tors: tTim Sgro

Jim Holland

Lectures / Demonstrations
featu'tifL9

fJheu, d?ecog ni5.ed cIIutho'titie5.
Selecting and Appraising Elmer Reed
Opal Identification Janice Mack of G.I.A.
Opal Cutting Mike Zinski
Opal Color, "Where From?" Dr. Don Hudson
Opal Classification _.__... Clarence Rudd, Dealer
Mexican Opal Mining __. . Sr. G. Velasquez
Carving Opal .. _. . Marvin Wilson, G.G.
Idaho Opal Mining .. . Mark Stetler
Australian Opal Mining ._____________K. Helfand
Jewelry Design .._. Mike Albritton of G.I.A.
Opal Doublet, Triplet Vincent Falk
Black Opal Faceting ... _..•.... _....•....... . Dr. Hoffeld

9'1.1!.1!.fiJ'1.aatlcl!. Dpal gilll!.n ~atuJay

Please indicate your choice:

Donation $25 both days 0

$15 one day Saturday 0

$15 one day Sunday 0

Barbara Mereness, Seminar Chairman

Send check to:
American Opal Society

P. O. Box 3895
Downey, Calif. 90242

If any member has an announcement, notice, or any items of interest to other
members it is very easy to get it published in the Newsletter. Just send a
coPY of the item to your editor. Typewritten copy would be appreciated but
handwritten items are acceptable. Mail your items before the end of the
month for publishing in the next issue.
Mail items to: Jack K. Lennard,Editor

7 Moonrise Court,
Newport Beach, CA 92660
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THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
PRESENTS THE

NINTH ANNUAL OPAL SHOW
in conjunction with our renowned

TWO-DAY -LONG SEMINAR

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 9, 1976
10:00 A.M. TO 9:00 PoM.

10,00 A.M. TO 6:00 P.M.
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 10, 1976

DEALERS - FREE PARKING
DRAWING FOR VALUABLB

OPAL GEMS & JEWELRY

~Z06 VJN~O.:U1\f::> 'A3NMoa
S6B£ X08 'O'd

A.L31:)OS lVdO NV:)I~3Vfv'

lMPE.R1AL HWIY.~J G\V\ Co
~ • ('ENTEt
~~

2 ~

NORWALK
CIVIC CENTER

ADULTS Donation $1.00
CHILDREN (12-18 years) Donation 50c 12700 NORWALK BLVD.

(Children under 12 must always be with adult) NORWALK, CALIF.
Show Chairman: Marvin Wilson, G.G., 14602 Norwalk Blvd., Norwolk, Co. 90650


