Ametican Opal Society

P. 0. Box 3895, Downey, California 90242
(213/869-4155)

Monthly Newsletter

Meeting Dates:
OCtOberecescssossecsoscosasacscscncsoscssassessNO Meeting Due To
Upal Show
November...........--..........Thursday, November 11, 1976

Time‘ 7'30 P.M.
Places Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
1223 Woodruff Avenue, Downey
(On Woodruff, just south of Firestone)
(Antler Room behind Elks Lodge)
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September Meeting

The well-attended September meeting of the American Opal Society
included a variety of activities., They ranged from the usual "show-
and-tell", through reports from the various Opal Show and Seminar
chairpersons, and ended with an additional appraisal session.

The "show-and-tell" activity was considerably augmented by the
active participation of President Lippa. He displayed Virgin Valley
Opal specimens purchased in Ohio in 1971 from the one person who claims
to have developed a stabilizing process for this material. Other
specimens displayed had been collected in the past year or so from the
Virgin Valley mine tailings. A goodly percentage of the material was
black and crystal, exhibiting the fantastic color for which it is noted.

Also seen at the meeting was very colorful and quite large chunk
of Mexican crystal, tassefully carved by Marvin Wilson. Another member
showed a 3 or 4 carat crystal Opdl from Red Rock Canyon that was still
lightly trapped in a matrix lump but which radiated excellent fire from
the one chipped spot, octherwise undamaged. Still another member was
flashing a thick, hand-sized chunk of treated matrix from Australisa,
as a sample of material he had on consignment. This was the most color-
ful matrix this writer has ever seen, and the fire was obviously
uniformly distributed through the whole piece.

We understand that both Virgin Valley material and the treated
matrix, as well as the newly introduced Slocum stone Opal will all be
available at the upcoming Opal Show. The precise seminar schedule for
the two days of sessions was distributed to those present, and more
person-to-person publicity for the seminar was requested. At meeting
time there remained plentyof exhibit space for AOS member show cases.
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Copies of the sheet on Natural Opal Evaluation Factors were
distributed and Jim Sgro reviewed and amplified this information
for those at the meeting. He alsoc reviewed the procedure for labeling
and entering material in the American Opal Society sales booth. A
scale for weighing stones to be sold will be at the sales booth for
the benefit of stones only appraised with the price per carat.

************************************

Item: The Northwest (Seattle) Chapter's proposed
constitution and by laws have been received for
review and approval by our Charter Chapter.
Northwest reportedly has more than adequate
membership, as well as a waiting list.

Item:s The Kiplinger business newsletter published in
late August included a section on jewelry and
precious stones as an investment. In addition
to the words of wisdom about the retail price
mark-ups making it unwise to buy that way as

an investment, of particular interest was the
inclusion of opal, black opal, and opal jewelry
in his list of investment possibilities. And of
equal significance was the statement that

gem shows were good places to make such purchases
to avoid retail prices!

IMPORTANT NOTICE ABOUT YOUR AOS MEMBERSHIP DUES

The AOS is trying to cut down on the bookkeeping and the time consuming

need to send out individual notices to members about renewing their
memberships., The idea is to annualize the membership dues by having each
member send in his annual dues on the first of the year. If vour membership
dues are due, DON'T PAY A FULL YEAR'S DUES! OCnly vay an amount which pays
vour membership dues to the end of 1976, The amount you should pay can

be figured by looking at your AOS membership card and pay as follows:

CHAPTER CHARTER MEMBERS pay $1.00/month to January 1, 1977

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS and GROUP CHARTERED MEMBERS pay $.50/month to
January 1, 1977.

DO NOT PAY YOUR 1977 ANNUAL DUES AT THIS TIME as it makes for more
bookkeeving and defeats the whole purpose of what we are trying to do.
Hereafter a Notice of Annual Membership Dues Payment Due will be made in
the December Newsletter. No individual notices will be sent.

Many members have already partially paid up their dues into 1977 by
renewing their membership sometime during the year. Your dues will be
correspondingly less by the above schedule when you pay them the first
of the year.
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NATURAL OPAL EVALUATION FACTORS
(IN DECENDING CRDER OF IMPORTANCE)

These charts of evaluation factors are to be used in conjunction with
the American Opal Society's Appraisal Form. The relative importance of
factors do not necessarily apply to treated matrix, composite stones:
doublets and triplets, Mexican opal, and Synthetics.

BASE COLOR FIRE COLOR

BLACK S5 RED MULTICOLOR

CRYSTAL BLACK 4 MULTICOLOR
5 CRYSTAL CLEAR 3 BLUE-GREEN
4L NEAR CRYSTAL CLEAR 2 GREEN
3 SEMI-BLACK 1 RED ARND GREEN
2 GREY
1 WHITE OR JELLY

INTENSITY
BRILLIANCE UNDER REDUCED LIGHTING (SCALE 1-5)
VERY LOW=1 VERY HIGH=5
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APPEAL FACTORS

FORM PATTERN
HIGH DOMED SOLID BROAD ROLLING FLASHES
MEDIUM DOMED SCLID HARLEQUIN
FLAT SOLID PINFIRE
BAROQUE OR FREE FORM BROAD FLASHES
WEIGHT ROLLING FLASHES

SUNFLASHES OR GLINTS
GREATER THAN 20 CTS.(SPECIMEN)
10 TO 20 CTS.
5 TO 10 CTS.
1 TO 5 CTS.
LESS THAN 1 CT.(ACCENT STONE)

SALEABILITY FACTORS

POSITIVE FACTORS NEGATIVE FACTORS
GOOD FROM ALL ANGLES FRACTURES OR CHIP MISSING
HIGH POLISH, NO SCRATCHES SANDPITS ON TOP
SYMMETRIC, STANDARD CALIBER INCLUSIONS
FINISHED BACK DEAD REGIONS
POROSITY
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EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

I would like to know more about the AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY. Please send
application.

T0: Name (Print) Residence

BULK RATE
US POSTAGE
PAID
PERMIT 768
DOWNEY CA
90241

additional information

Phone No: Home Office Business




