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Thursday~

~ove~ber 12, lC?f
Decerrber q. 1976

Time:
Place:

7: 30 P. t·1o

Elks Lodge (AntJer Room)
1223 Woodruff Avenue, Downey, CA.
(On Woodruff Ave, ~ust South of F~re5tone Plvd-

the Antler Room is behind the Elks IcdFe)

HERALD AMERICAN 644

GEM SHOW-Norwalk Mayor cecil Green (left)
talks to Marvin WI.on (center) a local gem
carver, and Jame. Sgro, a Jewelry de.lgner,
about this weekend'. Opal and Gem Show. The
event will be held Saturday and Sunday at

Norwalk City Hall, 12700 Norwalk Blvd. The
show will be open to the public. Visitors will be
able to view opals from Australia, Mexico, Brazil
and the U.S.

----~--



-2-
-.,

ACS SEMINAR REPORT-BEST EVER

The 1976 Opal Show and Seminar were the best ever. The Seminar
attendance was the highest ever (about 125). One dealer indicated that
his sales were 4 to 5 time that of last year. The following are the
comments of Jim Holland and Jack Lennard on the Seminar di.ecusei.one ,

The 1976 Seminar got off to a flying start 3atllrday morning with an
expert discussion by Elmer Reed on how to select Opal roughs. Elmer's
reputation is internationally known. Austra]ian exporters sometimes
ask his opinion on the valuation of rough materia] they have sent to the
US for sale.

After intermission we learned that Janice Mack, GIA's expert
gemmologist who has frequently pro vLded sLf.de arB.iI ect ur.e nr-o grams at.
our monthly meetings, had gone to Germany on GIA business and we had
a substitute from GIA who presented Janice's session on Opal Identification.
The was an excellent presentation on a1] types of Opal, natural,
synthetic, and imitations. The presentation was of the typical high
nuality we have learned to expect from the GlA.

The next session, conducted ~ointly by Mi~e Zinski and Jack Greenspan,
~as a thorough how to do it presentation on anal cutting and finishing
usin~ all diamond equipment. Greenspan aJ.so had some comp]ementary words
about his persona] experience in workin~ with Brazilian Opal, both rough
material imported as long ago as 10 years and the newly mined material
that hasiust reached the US market.

After lunch Dr. Don Hudson gav~ a well ilJustrated lecture on optical
effects in tte ordered array of small spheres typical of Onal-diffraction
of light giving rise to the play of color. Dr. Hudson rrovided all the
Seminar attendees a high quality reprint of the Opal article which
appeared in the April 1976 issue of the magazine Scientific America. He
aJ so showed a movie which clearly illustrated the sel ective ref) ection
and diffraction of light of various wavelengths by regularly spaced obiects.

Clarence Rudd, a favorite Seminar lecturer and well known Opal importer,
gave and excelleril session on Onal classificatiori and the relative values
of each type. Clarence used the basic classification scheme from Archie
Kalokerinos' book, "In Search of Qpal "...,Clarence aJso announc ed tbat he
was hoJding a case of these books at his booth which had been personally
autoKraphed for the attendees by Dr. Kalokerinos. The obvious expertise
of Clarence Rudd in all matters of Opal created such interest that the
attendees insisted and held on the discussion for an additional 45 minutes.

The last presentation of the day was a beaut i.f'ul.Ly illustrated slide
lecture by Sr. G.' Velazquez on his Onal mine and Mexican CDal mining.
Sr. Velasauez is a maior importer of Mexican Opals into the US from his
own mine and other minin/2:interests in nexico. Pis slide co]Jection
vividl~ ill11strated the mining' operation and cutting and finishing of
beautiful Mexican Opals.



- 3 -

The Sunday Seminar got off to an excellent start with a session on
Opal carving by Marvin Wilson. He showed and discussed the onal
carving techniGues he uses to free the Opal works of art trapped within
a piece of rough.
The next ~resentation was by Mark Stetler, owner of theSnencer Opal
Mine in Spencer, Idaho. He traced his entry into Opals from a start in
t.he monument stone business to the trade of his Chevrolet truck for
a * interest in the mine in 1967 to the full 0wnership of the mine in
lQ68. The mine is 65 miles North of Idaho Falls, West of Yellowstone
National Park, situated on US Forestry Land. The best Opal occurs as
thin, horizontal seams in black rhyolite rock. Sometimes there are as
many four thin fire bands. Mark showed examples of Pink Spencer Opal,
White and Lemon-Yellow Opal, Star Opals, and Triplets made of Spencer
Opal. The mine is open for digging by the'public for a fee of $15/day
and a small charge for material removed.
After Intermission, Ke~ Helfand gave an interesting and detailed
slide presentation of how he finally "found himself" in Opal mining
in Australia. He talked of his love for Opal and Australia and some
of the motivation of the miners who were looking for their one big hit
in their mines. In his slide discussions he continually emphasized the
flat vastness of the country and commented on the happening of day to
day life in Australia as a miner.

The next presentation was by Jim Sweeney, GIA gemmologist who substituted
for Mike Albritton, who talked about designing jewelery for Opal. He
pointed out that setting Opal is not difficult is vou take proper account
that the stone is soft and is pressure and heat sensitive. Pressure
should be eauallized when adjusting the pressure of a bezel. With prong
settings make sure that there is a smooth seat and no sharp point of
contact. He also pointed out that opals scratch easily and that a
mounting should be designed so that the stone can be removed for repolishing.

The next session waS by Vincent Falk on making Doublets and Triplets.
Vincent likes Spencer Opals because they have flat fire bands which are
easy to cut parallel to. He use~ Water Clear Epoxy #330 to cement
the Opal to the Quartz cab and black jade base. He attaches the opal
to the quartz first so he can observe the progess of thinning the color
band to paper thinness.
Dr. Hoffeld gave an excellent dis-c!lssi,onon faceting Opal and how to
get the best color effects from Cat's Eye Opal and procedure he uses to
finish Australian Boulder Opal.
The next session was by Elmer Reed on his method of Opal Appraisal
using the AOS Onal Appraisal form enc]osed in the last Newsletter.
The Seminar ended with spirited questions and answers about how to
treat Mexican "Bone" Opal to blacken it. Elmer Reed indicated that he
has successfully used silver nitrate (10% solution) to impregnate a
porous Onal and blackened it by exposure to sunlight. The best treatment
is to soak the stone in a sugar solution and treat it wjth sulnhuric acid
to carbonize the sugar.

-------------------------_ .. -.--'-~_~ ---_~_~



A MESSAGE FROi'1OUR OPAL SHJ'\'jCHAIRMAN

Did you know that the Opal is #2 in nopularity and sales, outsold by
diamond alone, and get this, Opal is still called a semiprecious stone
We can change this nomenclature or classification, but more about this
later. In my humble opinion the #2 sJot for Opal is a direct result of
the steady, concerted, and faithful efforts of the American Opal Society,
and those individuals who are always there with a smile and a helpful
hand. I wish to thank everyone honestly and wholeheartedly. Your
wonderful help made this years' show such a complete success and a
rewarding experience for me. Thank you for allowing me to represent
you.

Sincerely,
Marvin L. Wilson, G.G.

A REPORT ON THE 1976 AOS SEMINAR BY BAHBARA MERENESS

The Opal Adventure (1976 Seminar) was a success! Approximately 125
people attended. Some came from as far as the East Coast to see the
Show and to especially attend the Seminar. Thank to all of you who
helped sunport me in this endeavor. A Special Thanks to:

Olga and Phil Bass - Publicity
Vic Mayo and John Hall - Session Moderators
Della and Bill Judd
Jackie and Jim Holland - Registration
and Ross Stambler
Evelyn and John Hall - Proje ct i.on Equipment and

Room Arrangements
Denise and Julius Lippa - Last Minute Help
Bill Whittle - Advige
Ruth and Marvin Wilson - Confidence

Sincerely,
Barbara Mereness, Seminar Chairperson

A MESSAGE OF THANKS FROf\'!.JOHN BOYCE, SHOW DISPLAY CHAIRMAN

I wish to thank very sincerely all ~embers and guests who displayed
their beautiful Opals at the 1976 Opal Show.

Respectfully,
John C. Boyce, Display Chairman



- 5 -

AOS CHICAGO CHAPI'ER NEWS BULL£'IIN - by J 0 GREENSPAN

Th~ Chicago Chapter met Sunday, October 17. Lyle Backus reported
on the 1976 American Opal Society Seminar which prcved most interesting
tc all concerned.

The next meeting is Aoven.ber 21 at 2 :00 P .~1. at Ridge Park Field-
house, 96th and LongwccdDrive, Chicago.

A workshop session on l-fire jewelry viill be the main event. These
interested can bring a ring mandrel, two cabachons larger than 8 x 10,
assorted plierr:, pin vise and small ra"tlide mallet or bor ro» at the
&ession from their neighbor. Wire viill be supplied.

IMPORT'ANT NOTI CE ABOUT YOUR AOS IvIEMBEPSHIPDUES

The AOS is tryin~ to cut down on the bookkeeping and the time consuming
need to send out individual noti~es to members about renewing their
memberships. The idea is to annualize the membership dues by having each
member send in his annual dues on the first of the year. If your membership
dues are due, DON'T PAY A FULL YEAR'S DUES! Only pay an amount which pays
your membership dues to the end of 1976. The amount you should nay can
be figured by lookin~ at your AOS rrembership card and pay as follows:

CHAPTER CHART'ER MEMBERS nay $l.OO/month to January I, 1977
ASSOCIATE MEMBERS and GROUP CHARl'ERED MEf1BERS pay $. 50/month to

January 1, 1977.
DO NOT PAY YOUR 1977 ANNUAL DUES AT 'THIS TIME as it makes for more

bookkeening and defeats the whoJe pJrpose of what we are trying to do.
Hereafter a Notice of Annual Membership Dues Payment Due will be made in
the December Newsletter. No individual notices wil] be sent.

Many members have already partially paid up their dues into 1977 by
renewing their membership sometime ~~ring the year. Your dues w~ll be
correspondingly less by the above schedule when you pay them the first
of the year.

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

I would like to know more about the AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY. Please send additional information

_____ application.

TO: Name (Print) Residence _

Phone No: Home Office Business _

----------_~. ~.--_~~-~~_----_~---



AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 3895
DOWNEY; CALIFORNIA 90242

POSTMASTER

Please expedite -
Contains dated
notices

J'

~Jacob R. Schmidt
29000 Del Monte Dr.
Sun City, CA. 92381

BULK RATE
US POSTAGE

PAID
PERMIT 768
DOWNEY CA

90241

-------_._ ..._---------


