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Monthly Newsletter vecember 1976

Meeting Dates........-............Thursday, DeCGMbef 9, 1976
Thursday, January 13, 1977

Time: 7330 P.M.
Place: Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
1223 Woodruff Avenue, Lowney
(On Woodruff Avenue, just south of Firestone)
(Antler Room behind Elks Lodge)

% 3 % # O K O K H K K K F F K K F K K H ¥ O & F H H ¥ H ¥ # ¥ # *

NOVEMBER MEETING

The November meeting of the American Upal Society was a much
needed "let it all hang out" session. The discussion involved every-
thing from orientation on the founding and purposes of the A.C.S.,
through participation or lack thereof on the part of the membership
in the annual show and other activities, and on into plans for the
future. There was certainly rno lack of membership participation at
thie meeting; almost everyone had something to say!

Charter member John Hall gave a brief (for John) interesting
summary of the events leading up to the founding of the A.0.S. He
noted that a few of the founding members are still around and still
very active in the society. He pointed out that the primary objective
from the inception has been education for all who want to know about
Cpal and pleaded for more active participation by more of the member-

ship.

This led into further discussion of the Cctober show, and many
expressions of appreciation and gratitude toward the members who made
it all possible. Everything about the show, it seems, was bigger and
better than before. The one exception was the number of A.C.S.
members exhibiting, down shamefully from prior years. It may be
necessary to invite outside exhibitors if this trend is not reversed.

Seminar chairperson Barbara liereness reported in some detail on
this, ocur maximum effort in Opal education. Attendance swelled to
such proportions this year that there is some concern about the
seating capacity of the buflding for next year's seminar. In addition,
it has become apparent that the wide range of subject matter, and the
other simultaneous duties and occupations of many attending the show
made it highly desirable to make some provision for limited seminar
attendance. That is, attendance at some sessions and not others.

A suggestion was made for limited admission by tickets good for one
or the other of the sessions.




Dec 1976

Salesbooth chairman Jim Sgro reported good sales activity for
members' items. The improved appearance of this booth seems to have
helped. It was suggested that this activity be placed nearer the
entrance in future shows, but this drew the criticism that too much
competition with the dealers who pay for space might be counter-
productive.,

Moving from the annual show and seminary discussion, projects
for future A.0.S. activity were highlighted. A most interesting
group project was described by Doc Stambler. He showed how a 15-
sample Opal appraisal or Opal grading, set could be put together.
Basically these sample sets would actually match the 15 categories
of the A.0.S. Opal appraisal form. Those of us who have purchased
small opals for this very purpose, to have reference samples, can
better appreciate this suggestion. There just might be a market for
such grading samples, and it would be a most interesting group project.

Another possible future project that has been discussed is a
photographie system for making record shots of Upal or jewelry pieces.
These photos could be for insurance record purposes, or even sales
displays. Anyone who has tried to photograph Opal or Upal jewelry
will readily appreciate the time saving and consistent results a
somewhat fixed set-up could provide.

Other suggestions for the future involved taping, for possible
publication, the seminar sessions and some of the A.0.S. monthly
programs. Efforts in this direction in the past have suffered from
the requirements for great amounts of time and talent to be devoted
to transcribing and editing such tapes.

A.0.S. President Julius Lippa closed the meeting with another
plea for a program chairperson, and announced that the December
meeting program will be a panel presentation on triplet making,
complete with sample exhibits of work in progress.
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ITEM: Available at the December meeting will be reprint copies
of the April 1976 Scientific American article on Cpal.
This is a very authoritative and informative article
and the reprints with photos in living color are superior
to the original publication.

ITEM: Although founder members and faithful attendees, Bill and
Della Judd were not with us at the November meeting due
to Della's illness, Bill sent word to remind us that the
workshop at 8733 Mory St., Downey, remains open for A.0.S.
member use on Monday and Tuesday evenings. We expect Bill
would appreciate a call, use the A.C.S. telephone number,
if you plan to come over to use the shop.

ITEM: At the November meeting date Jim Sgro had been scheduled
to fly to Seattle to represent the A.C.S. at the presentation
of a charter to the new liorthwest Chapter.

ITEMs: Naomi Bartholemew has accepted the task of A.U.S. Charter
Chapter Historian. Any and all historical contributions
to help in this effort will be gratefully received.




