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Thursday, February 10, 1977

Time:
Place:

7:30 P.M.
Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
1223 Woodruff Avenue, Downey, CA.
(On Woodruff Avenue, just South of Firestone)
(The Antler Room is behind the Elks Lodge)
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DECEMBER MEETING
The December meet-ing of the AOS was another unstructured One with a lot
of member part icipation. So much participati.on,in fact, that the
meeting carried on far into the night! As usual, several new faces
appeared. Somejnined the Society and some provided an unusual amount
of the participation in the evenings activities.
Following an interesting show-and-tell session the meeting began with
a discussion about ways to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the
American Opal Society. All agreed that a dinner meeting on the general
meeting date for March 1977 would be an enjoyable way of marking the
occasion. More details will be forthcoming.
Next, those in a~tendance were treated to something rare at an AOS
meeting, a Treas~r's report! The report was very interesting and
featured information on the financial details of the latest, and by
far the most successful Opal Show. This led naturally into a discussion
of the arr~ngements for the 1977 Opal Show next October. Some early
committments by p~ticipating members have to be made in the near future.
The main decision involves the show location. The concensus of those
members at the meeting was that a move to the Saddleback Inn would be
an improvemeut over tte limited space a¥ailable at the Civic Center, and
that it could be 'easily afforded. The Saddleback Inn facility would
provide our show with indoor space, cut of the hot Sun.

rhe motel accomorlaiions should be attractive to out-of-town members,
show dealers and ~sitors. The banquet and meeting rooms would be close
at hand in this complex. The membership recommended that the AOS
Executive Board giv~ this new location serious consideration for the
1977 Opal Show.

It was noted t~at a suggestion was made at the November meeting to
assemble opal grmling sets. This was taken up at the December Executive
Board meeting ann was favorably received. The opal grading sets are to
have finished op~ matching the 15 categories and grades described in
the AOS appraisal form. The Board voted to purchase from the membership
enough finished c~bs to nake up three sample opal grading sets of 15
opals each. Member who wish to supply cabs are requested to cut them
to nicely domed B ty 10 or 10 by 12 mm in size, finished at about one
to one and a hal'fUirat each. Only Australian or Brazilian material
should be used.
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The meeting was adjourned for 30 minutes of refreshments and another
very active show~and-tell session. Dpon reconvening, a lively seminar
type presentation. with audience part icipation,on the sub .iect of triplet
making provided tte remainder of the evening's program •

•.•.• * •. * .• * 404 ••••. * .• * •..•.•.•.•••.•..••.•..••.• ' •.••.•

ITEM: Contrary to the announce~ent at the November meeting that the
Onal reprint of the April 1976 issue of the Scientific American mazazi.ne
would be free to ~mbers, they are avaiJable, but at a cost of $1.00
per copy •
•.•.•.•.• *. *~.Q;.""""" * .• * •..••• * .• * .•.•.• If""""
ITEjlj: The non-pTofit status of the AOS Charter Chapter has been
clarified satisfactorily. Word c0nti~ues to arrive about new groups of
opal devotees springing up around the nation who are interested in forming
additional AOS chapt er-e •
..of:"""" lit." 4""""""" * * .•.•.••.•.•.•.•.••..•.• * .••.•.•

A MESSAGE FRON THE CHICAGO CHAPTER

At the Nove~ 21st meeting of the Chicago Chapter, ~le
Back+s demonst.ratedthe making of a wire ring with cabachon using
square copper w1r~ Each member completed one ring and were de-
lighted at the s~city and ingenuity of the solderleas method
of making wire rings.

The next meetmg is December 19th at 2:00 P.M. at Ridge Park
Fieldhouse, 96th street and Longwood Drive, Chicago. We are trying
to line up a 1ectur.eon faceting of opals for this meeting.

Associate members from Illinois, Indiana and Wisconsin are
invited.

* •. *. * ••.. * $t.-a: •.•••.•..• * .••• * •.•• * •.• * •. * •.•.•. * •.
PROGRAM FOR THE J ANUARY GEl~ERAL ME2I'ING

There is no formal pr-ogr-am planned for the January meeting. Robyn
Dufty. an Australfua:n opal dealer has kindly volunteered to speak
on her experiences and observations about deal ing in opals •

•••• ** •• "$.'$ ••••••••••••••• ** ••••••••
ARIZONA CHAPTER OF AOS PLANS A SEMINAR

We hear that members cf the Arizona chapter of the AOS plan to
have a~ onal semtnar in the near future. CouJd we have more information
on t~e 'ocation ann date of the Arizona seminar •

•••.••••.• ' •• «* •.•••.• * •.••.•.•.••.•.••. * •.•••.•.•• "



Jan 1977

- 3 -

(

REPOR1 FROM THE NEW SEATTLE-NORTHWEST CHAPTER

Our neyly or~anized Seattle-Northwest Chapter is off to
a flying start .Yith 28 Charter Members. A talented and
active group that has great plans for the future.

We were hunured to have Jim Sgro attend our November
meeting to present our charter, and share his thoughts on
objectives andllays to share our knowledge and experiences.

December was the best meeting yet, with nearly 100%
~?V~tedattendance, plus several guests who are interested in

becoming member£. Officers for the next term were elected.
It was announced by Presi,dent Bob Baker, that the program
for the.,January !JIIeetin30t:Jillbe a "learning session" on

"- -- ..!i!!:'T".~ .••

how to judge o~l. Each 'member will bring a cabochon
which will be graded by another member. The results are
expected to be :most interesting.

Meeting nigW& is the second Thursday of each month at
Concord Inn, AUburn, Washington •

••••••••..•••••••••••••• *.* •••••••••

AOSlOTH ANNIVERSARYDINNER MEETING

The AOS plans t'o ':[;ave a dinner meeting' en March 10, 1977. to
celebrate the IDtu anniversary of the Society. The dinner meeting
will be held at 'the ABBOTTS, 11625 S. Paramount, Downey, CA. All
members and friends are invited.- Tickets are $6.25 per person. The
meal ch o i.c e e are:~

Prime Rib.
Steak. or
Seafood

Please send your~e6ervations, ~eal choice, and checks to

(

\,

Ruth Wilson
14602 Norwalk Blvd,
Norwalk, CA 90650
(Telephone No. 213/921-4898)
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