Ametican Opal Society

P. G. Box 3895, Downey, California 90242
(213) 869-4155

Monthly Newsletter « February 1977

Meeting DatQSoconcoooo-aoooocoo-ThurSday, February 10, 1977
Thursday, March 10, 1977%%

Time: 7130 P.M.

Places Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
1223 Woodruff Avenue, Downey, Calif.
(On Woodruff Avenue, just South of Firestone)
(Antler Room is behind the Elks Lodge)

¥%¥Note: This meeting is our 10th Anniversary Dinner leeting.
It will be held at 7:00 at the ABBOTTS, 11625 S. Paramount,
Downey. See details other location in this newsletter.
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JANUARY MEETING

The January meeting of the American Upal Society was enlivened
by a presentation by Robyn Dufty who joined the ACUS only last year.
This young Aussie lady is bringing attention to the somewhat neglected
beauties of Queensland boulder opal. Although Robyn is quick to state
that she has no prejudice against the other forms of our favorite gem-
stone, it is most fitting that she joined the AOS in furtherance of
her educational crusade for the boulder opal. Fitting because the
basic aim of the AOS is education regarding opal in all its forms,
and we really had no expert on boulder.

I think all who heard Robyn's presentation will agree that we do
now have an expert. Having fallen in love at first sight with a tray
of boulder opal jewelry, she described the throes of learning the hard
way why it was not well accepted. She soon drifted into a mining
venture for the material and determined to do something about that lack
of acceptance. Finally successful, Robyn now has an "(pal-N-Ironstone"
business in Australia and one in the U. S. as well.

It seems that although the thick seams of opal with little iron-
stone were usually highly valued, the thinner color bands, though no
less beautiful, took considerable promotion. Robyn has been able to
promote the acceptance of this beautiful natural material in several
ways. She insists that the ironstone be hard and sound and brought to
a uniformly high polish along with the opal. This way beautiful
gemstones can be created, even in rectangular or cube shapes, and with
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ironstone on both 'sides of the color. The Australian cutters sand
the material dry, with great care, and good pOllSh is obtained with
600 and 3,000 diamond compound on pads. Carved pieces are also
readily possible from the material, which seldom cracks. Any flaws
noted were usually there when it was mined. '

Beautiful matching split face specimens are made by sawing a
nick into the color band and splitting along the band with a chisel.
The more brittle color band always provides the cleavage plane,
leaving matched faces on the strong ironstone backing.

Space here pevents repeating more of Robyn Dufty's interesting
and educational presentation. If you missed it, you should have been
at the meeting. Many thanks to you, Robyn!
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ITENMs The ACS has been invited to display at the Santa Barbara
show on April 16 and 17, and at the Santa Ana Rock and
Mineral show the last week in llarch. Anyone interested
should contact the AUS at phone number (213, 869-4155.

ITEMs Doc Stambler is collecting finished opals for the sample
grading sets. Iiembers who wish to supply cabs are asked
to cut them to nicely domed 8 x 10 or 10 x 12 mm in size,
finished at about one to one and a half carat each. Unly
Australian or Brazilian material should be used. These
will be purchased by the ACS if found suitable for use in
making up the sample kits for grading opal.

ITELK:s Lauritta Schmidt has volunteered for duty as assistant
librarian. If you want to see the Lapidary Journal, Rock
& Gem, or Gems & Minerals magazines, see Lauritta at the
ACS meetings. They can be checked out for leisure reading.

ITEM: Some weeks ago, charter chapter member Jim Sgro flew to
Seattle and presented a charter to the new Seattle-Northwest
Chapter of the american (Upal Society. A very enthusiastic
Phoenix group is reported to have established their non-
profit status with the state, but not yet with the Federal
government.

ITEM: Any interested member is invited to attend AUS executive
board meetings on the last Thursday of each month in the
regular club meeting place at 7130 P.li.

ITEMs President Lippa announced that an "opal advice" table will -

be manned at each regular A0S meeting during coffee break time.
The purpose will be to answer members'questions and possibly
do some appraising if desired., =------- He also requested ideas
for future meeting programs. (ur members usually seem to
provide, our begt programs.  Any more volunteers? |

THE PROGRAM FOR THE FEBRUARY GENLRAL MEETING

The February General Meeting will feature a discussion by Claude Shaper
of the California Federation of Mineralogical Societies on the benefits
of membership in the Federation.




(3)

American Opal Society Newsletter Feb., 197?

AOS 10TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER MEETING

7300 P.M.

The ACS plans to have a dinner meeting on iarch 10, 1977,

to celebrate the 10th anniversary of the Society. This meeting
will be held at the ABBUTTS, 11625 so0. Paramount, Uowney. 4all
members and friends are invited. Tickets are $6.25 per person.

Choices for meal are: Prime RiD
Steak
sea Food

» Please send your reservations, lieal Choice, and check to:

Ruth Wilson

14602 hNorwalk Blvd.

Norwalk, Ca. 90650
Wilson's Fhone Ko. (213) 921-4898)
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REFORT FROM THE SEATTLE<NORTHWEST CHAPTER

Our January meeting at the Concord Inn, Auburn,
was a notable success. Everyone brought solid opal
cabochons which were passed around and graded by members,
A new point-factor grading chart, developed by President
Bob Baker, was the scoring system. The final compilation
of scores on given pieces of opal was most interesting,
and in some instances amusing when a wide variance of
scores were reported. Double-checking, however, proved
that in such wide variances the reason was in most cases
a matter of error in compiling and extending figures,
There were enought instances in which the scores were
remarkably close, to prove that the grading system was
good and dependable, All agreed that more practice
would be helpful in developing skill, This is tenatively
scheduled for March or April,

The February meeting will be a study session on
Spencer opal, conducted by Howard and Audie House. This
couple have had an extensive background in digging,
cutting and finishing Spencer, Members with suitable
specimens and finished triplets and soclids are urged to
bring them for a "shouw=-and-tell" session. Meeting place
for this meeting has been changed to the Blockhouse
Resturant, 22855 Pacific Highway South, Miduway.
Installation of newly elected officers will also be
conducted., Members are welcome to bring prospective new
members who are definitely interested in learning more
about opal., If you cannot attend, please notify the
Postons -(also if you are bringing guests).Call 852-3168
(Kent exchange)
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REPORT FROM THE CHICAGO CHAPTER

The January 16th meeting of the Chicago Chapter was not well attended
because of the minus 15°F temperatures and frozen up cars. The spal
appraisal session was deferred until the February meeting.

The Chicago chapter will enter an educational exhibit of two show-
cases for the competition event at the Chicagoland Gem and Mineral Asso=-
ciation Show May 28-29-30 at the DuPage County Fairgrounds, Wheaton,
Illinois.

The main event of the March meeting will be a talk by member Paul
Kassarda, who will discuss the cutting of stones displaying optical effects
such as chatoyancy, adularescence, schiller, aveaturescence, etc.
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PHOENIX CHAPTEK BEING ORGANIZED

(Last month we mistakenly referred to an "Arizona Chapter of the AOS".
Hovefully that reference was a harbinger of great events to come! See
the following announcement... BEditor)

Zﬁe Phoenix (hapter of the American Opal Society is being
onganized in Phoenix. Unganized for the specific purpose of
promoding the use of and interest in this precious gem. Oun
program is principally one of self help, plus assistance in
developing okills, nelated 1o opal by conducting meetings and
programe, providing activities, demnotrations and speakers.

/’?emée/w/u‘p Ls open %o everyone uho has an intereat in this
precious gem We include, as active participants, hobbyiats,
craftamen, dealens, designers - anyone uhose vocation on
avocation is opal. lWe are a non-pwiit onganization.

-~ Oun meetings are held monthly, every 4th Wed., 7:30p.m.,
at fddorado Park, 2309 N. Millen Road, Scottsdale. A cordial
invitation is extended 2o attend as our guest on as a possible

memben. . . next meeting, SYanuany A, [977....see you therel!
Area Code 602

Lob & Jo Griffith Phone Su6=-2005
P.0. fox 23049
Phoenix, Arizona 85063
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2ND ANNUAL ALL OPAL SHOW

ACS members, Bobt and Jo Griffith of Arizona Blue Fire Opal, sent along
information on their 2nd annual All Oval Show to be held at the Rodeway
Inn , 3400 Grand Ave, Phoenix, Arizona. They will host a Seminar on
Friday, March 25, 1977 (6:00 PN to 11:00 PM); and two show days on the
following Saturday and Sunday (March 26 and 27, 1977). There is a
charge for attending the Seminar and Show. Further information can

be gotten by writing or calling Bolr and Jo at the address listed on
page 4 of this Newsletter.
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SPECIAL NOTICE

THERE IS SOME CONFUSION ABOUT THE EXACT AMOUNT OF MEMBERSHIP
DUES TO BE PAID AT THIS TIME. WE ARE TRYING TO ANNUALIZE THE
DUES, I.E. TO HAVE ALL DUES PAID BY ALL MEMBERS AT THE START

OF EACH YEAR. [{ANY MEMBERS HAVE SENT IN THEIR 1977 DUES usine
THE ENCLOSED APPLICATION BUT HAVE NEGLECTED TO PAY THE BALANCE
OF DUES BETWEEN THEIR MEMBERSHIP ANNIVERSARY AND THE END ofF 1976,
OUR PLAN IS NOT TO SEND OUT INDIVIDUAL NOTICES TO MEMBERS. IF
YOU STILL OWE A BALANCE FOR 1976 USE THE CHART BELOW. LOOK AT
YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD FOR YOUR ANNIVERSARY MONTH AND PAY THE
AMOUNT SHOWN FOR YOUR MEMBERSHIP,

MEMBERSHIP
MEMBERSHIP CHAPTER Grourp CHARTERED
ANNIVERSARY CHARTER & ASSOCIATE
Jan 1976 | $11.00 - $5.50
FEB 10.00 5.00
MAR 9.00 4,50
APR 8.00 4,00
May 7.00 3.50
JUN 6.00 3.00
JuL 5.00 2.50
Auc 4,00 2.00
Sep 3.00 1.50
OcT 2.00 1.00
Nov 1.00 0.50
Dec NoNE NoNE

MAIL YOUR cHECK TO:  AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
P.0, Box 3895,
Downey, CA 90242
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NOTICE
AOS_MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR 1977

THE ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY ARE
NOW DUE AND PAYABLE. WE DO NOT PLAN TO SEND INDIVIDUAL NOTICES
TO MEMBERS.  PLEASE PAY YOUR DUES AS FOLLOWS:

CHAPTER CHARTER MEMBER $12.00
CHECK | AssocIATE MEMBER 6.00
Box GRouP CHARTERED MEMBER 6.00

MAKE YOUR CHECK PAYABLE TO THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY AND
MAIL TO:

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY
P.0. Box 3395,

DowNEY, CaLirFornNiA 90242

*********************%************‘***'ﬁ'***********************

MAILING ADDRESS FOR AOS NEWSLETTER

PLEASE INDICATE YOUR CURRENT MAILING ADDRESS BELOW, WE PLAN

TO REPRODUCE WHAT YOU SUBMIT AS A MAILING LABEL FOR ALL
CORRESPONDANCE AND THE NEWSLETTER., A TYPEWRITTER OR LEGIBLLY
PRINTED ADDRESS WOULD BE APPRECIATED BY OUR NEWSLETTER CIRCULATION
EDITOR.,

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY,STATE
AND ZIP

mmel> P FASE RETURN THIS PAGE WITH YOUR DUES PAYMENT,
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MAGAZINE HAS GREAT OPAL ISSUE

The January 1977 issue of "GEM: AND MINERAL" has almost the whole
issue devoted to Opal. If you cannot find it on your newsstand you
can purchase copies at $.70/each from:

Gems and Minerals
P.0. Box 687,
Mentone, California 92359

This issue is well worth having in your library !
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AOS PRESIDENT CALLS FOR SUGGESTIONS

A0S President, Julius Lippa, has asked th
for program topics for i:e General
a featured speaker or %.-w% »f anyor:
interest to the A0S memberz he woul"”
suggestions to:

st membars submit suggestions
5 Tf you would like to be

: , program of

 you. Send your

American Opal Society
Program Chairman

P.0. Box 3895,
Downey, CA 90242,
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NEWSLETTER STAFF

Editor: Jack K Lennard
Contributing Editor: Jim Holland

If any member has an anneuncement, notice, or any item of interest to
other members of the AOS it is very easy to get it published in the
Newsletter. We cannot accept commercial advertisements or for sale

items at this time. Send a copy of the item to your editor. Handwritten
copy is acceptable but typewritten copy is preferred. Mail your items

to be received before the end of the month for publishing in the next
issue of the Newsletter.

Mail items to: American Opal Society
Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 3895,
Downey, CA 90242
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GET YOUR RESERVATICNS IN EARLY FOR THE AOS 10TH ANNIVERSAY DINNER
MEETING 38300l tiatdidtiialetintiy SEE PAGE 3 FOR DETAILS,




AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 3895
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA 90242

Jacob R, Schmidt
29000 Del Monte Dr
J Sun City, C

POSTMASTER

Please exvedite delivery =
Contains important dated
notices. (February 1977)

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

| would like to know more about the AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY. Please send

application.

T0: Name (Print) Residence

additional information

Phone No: Home Office Business




