
P. u. Box 3895. Downey, California 90242
(213) 869-4155

Monthly Newsletter May 19'17
keeting Jates ••••••••••••••••••••••• Thursday. May 12, 1')77

Thursday, June 9, 1977
Time: 7:30 P.M.
Placel Elks Lodge (Antler Room)

1223 Woodruff Avenue, Jowney, Calif.
(On Woodruff, just South of Firestone)
(Antler Room is behind Elks Lodge)
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APRIL IiiEEl'ING

The American Opal Society's April meeting featured two slide
presentations. Joe and Marge Biller on their trips to the ~pencer,
Idaho mines and the Slawinski's on their trip to Australia's
Coober Pedy mines.

Joe and f,large,having enjoyed two trips to the Spencer diggings,
shared some of the beautiful landscape, as well as the fun scenes
in digging your own opal. Some people mtght even call it work, but
most of us who have spent some time digging there agree that it has
been a most pleasurable experience. We will also agree that
following through with the construction of good opal doublets and
triplets from the rough material at once is one of the most demanding
and satisfying of lapidary experiences.

We appreciate the effort Joe and fuarge put into their present-
ation. Their slides were good quality and Joe's commentary included
just the right touch of humor. But, best of all, they were able to
do what most amateur slide shows don't; and that is. they kept
their enthusiasm within bounds so that the presentation was short and
to the point.

That left time for the Slawinski's slides on their trip to
Australia a few years back. Ed also did a good job, even though
at times his flash unit had let him down. It seems the ambient
lighting in those Australian mines, is not really adequate. The
same is true of those windowless homes and the church in Coober Pedy
carved out of the underground opal diggings. But we .got a good
portrayal of things as they really are there, including a bit of
the cities and the overwhelming vastness of the empty back country.

Ed not only showed the opal mining methods and machinery, he
also displayed samples of the soil and rock surrounding the material.
Ed was tempted by the low price of a 200 by 200 foot claim, about
50 cents, but decided against it upon learning that it must be
continuously worked in order to Demain valid.

We were fortunate to get the Slawinski's presentation as they
are moving to Nevada to a 600 acre alfalfa farm. But Ed has already
discovered some new opal diggings not far away and promised to
report to the American Opal Society on what he finds there.
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The exploration of AOS members into all possib~e ways
of mounting our favorite gemstone is never endlng.
Bill Judd reported on the construction and use of
electroforming equipment by himself and several other
members. He displayed a beautifully mounted baroque
stone, the mount having been electroformed right onto
the stone. Bill made it sound easy, and told us where
the components could be bought to put together an
inexpensive rectifier unit.
It was good to have Bill Whittle back after his emergency
appendectomy. Bill thanked all for th~ calls and flowers
during his hospital stay. This gave rlse to the suggest-
ion that an AOS 'Hearts and Flowers' Committee be formed
to keep us all better informed on these matters and
handle the procurement and delivery of such items on
behalf of the society.
Discussion at meetings and in this bulletin of the
possibility of moving the annual Opal Show and Seminar
from the Norwalk City Hall brought something of an
avalanche of protest. As of meeting time in April, we
are back to the City Hall!

SEATTLE~NORTHWEST CHAPTER NEWS

Among many notable good things about out American Opal
Society, is that it appears thus far that we seldom need to go
beyond the limits of our own membership for eritertaining and
ed~~ational programs.

April was another of the continuing examples. Our own Elmer
Harding, a professional cutter and master jewelrymaker presented
a very practical and interesting review of how he handles the
cutting of opal, with particulat er~phasis on the making of wax
models, each custom-made for a specific opal. Needless to say
we all realize how important it is to be able to custom-design
and cast mountings ~o salvage the maximum available in each gem.

Six poteQtial members were with us for the first time, and
four previous visitors were with us for the required second
meeting prior to eligibility for membership application. In
addition four newly-elected members received their badges. So,
we are growing! In all it was our best-attended meeting.

In the absence of President Baker, Wayne Hadley presided,
and also passed out our beautiful new pins, on which each member
will mount thai~ own opal cabochon, then attach it to their
name badge.

Summner Olsen recieved well-deserved cheers, when he announced
that virtually all dealer space has been reserved for our big
OPAL SHOW scheduled for October 22-23, 1977, at the Seattle-Tacoma
Airport Hilton. Posters ~re being handed out to traveling members
for national distribution. Enthusiasm is building already!

Remember the next meeting, Blockhou~resturant, Thursday,
May 12. Notify Marie Harding if you are bringing guests, or if
you cannot attend. Program? ••something like youve never heard!
If you are curious, ask Bob Baker or Roy Brown, two 'adventurers
who made it to opal heaven, and had the will power to pull away
and come back. You'll see something new in material never before
available anywhere •••and that's the truth!
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OPALI,ORE II by .Toh n Hall

In doing some extensive research into the historical baokground of Opal, a
very interesting story came to light from ancient Rome. From liThe Roman Book on
Precious stones" a 1950 modernization by Sidney H. Ball of a 1601 translation from
Latin into English by Philemon Holland, we offer for your pleasure and enlighten-
ment Chapter XXI of the 37th volume of "The Natural History of the World" by Gaius
Plinius Secundus, known as "Pliny The Elder", (23 A.D. to 79 A.D.). Direct quotes
follow.

Chapter XXI

OPALUS Al~D ITS SUBSPEC IES

The gem called 6palusl differs but little or not at all from the beryllus2
and yet opalus is something entirely different: nor is there a precious stone
more admjred than it is unless it is smaragdus3• The land of India is the only
producer of this gem. Lovers of precious stones and writers of books on precious
stones have called opalus the most valuable of all precious stones, largely be-
Cause of the difficulty of determining a.nd knowin€; how to describe it: for in
the opalus you will see the refulgent fire of the earbunculus4, the glorious
purple of amethystos9, the sea green of the smaragdus, and all these colors
glittering together mixed in an incredible way. Some opali earry such a play
within them that t;-.,eyequal the deepest and r iche st eolor-S-of painters. Others
simulate the burning fire of burn ir.g sulphur, yet, and even the bright blaze of
burning oil. The opalus is ordinarily as big as a filbert nut. And now for a
story regarding this gem, worth r-e peati.n g . for there is to be seen today the
stone for which MARCUSANI\:~r\I1JSproscribed and outlawed Non ius , a Roman senator,
the son of struma Non ius , who so got into the hair of Catullus, the poet, bCCE.LLSf-J

he sat in the stately ivory curule chai.r"; and the grandfather of that Servilius
l!onia...'1uswho was consul in ny Li.f'e t ime, Nowthi s senator, when he was forced to
flee, being proscribed, took with him of all his soods only a sin61e ring set with
an opalus, wrjch is a well known fact, had been valued at 2,000,000 sestertii
(say $79,350). But as the cruel and uncontrollable greed of Antonius (who solely
for a jewel outlawed and banished a Roman senator) was astounding on the one hand,
so, on the other was the ch i Id i shne s s and incorrigibleobstinancy of Norri us ,
strange. For he so loved tYe gem wh i oh caused his proscription that ratlWr' than
part with it, he permitted Limself to be turned out of house, home, and country.
In truth, wild beasts are wiser tr:an re, for they bite off parts of their bodies
and leave t.hern behind for t.r.e hunters, when they see themselves in danger of death.

1 Opal
2 Beryl

3 Emerald

4 Garnet
5 Amethyst

- ElJD OF Iq;UOTE -

The foregoing is the only known Case in recorded history of a man so enamoured
6f a jewel that he refused a handsome price for it and t.r.en willin:,;ly gave up his
country to retain it. It nus t ha ve been a truly incredibly beautiful and f'a so i-
nating Opal. Though PIing did not say so here, other authors have written that
Mark Anthony wanted this opal to dazzle and fascinate Cleopatra. The OPAL-Hall-ic

* * :. ,., *" * * * • *.. '" :f; *.. * * • *' ,. * :;: * * ..• lilt • ~ ,. * * * * * :;: *' '* *

MAY PROGRAH

The Hay Gereral ~1eeting of the .Au8 w i.Ll featUI'3 a pr ogr am by "Ce.r vLn"
Marvin'Wilson on how to carve Cnal. This is the same lecture he gave
at the Carver's Guild meetin~.
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