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Monthly Newsletter
Meeting Dates

AUgUst 1977
• • • • • • • • • • • .Thursday, August 11, 1977

Thursday, ~eptember 8, 1977
Times 7:30 B.M.

Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
1223 Woodruff Ave., Downey, Calif.
(On Woodruff Ave., Downey, Calif., just
(South of Firestone)
(Antler Room behind the Elks Lodge)

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
JULY MEETIl'fG

First order of business at the July meeting of the AOS Charter
Chapter was elections. John Hall, Jack Lennard and Vic I\<jayowere
elected to oontinue on the executive board. President Lippa was
reelected for a second term. ~arvin Wilson and Ed Slawinski will be
first and second vice presidents, respectively.

The program of the evening was then presented by Dr. W. w.
Hanneman, and it was quite a program. The announced topic of gem
identification was far too limiting. Dr. Hanneman, a research
scientist with Kaiser Aluminum Company, gave a complete layman's
GIA type gemmology course in one session!

Beginning right at the beginning, the physical properties of
gem materials, Dr. Hanneman illustrated with words and slides various
practical tests and instrumentation for observing and measuring
these characteristics. Thus, although the objective may be to identify
the gem, it was obvious that the means had become more fascinating
than the end to this scientific mind. And he made it so to those
listening-and watching.

We opal lovers had our horizons broadened in a most interesting
way, thanks to this enthusiastic, fast moving presentation. Thanks
Dr. Hanneman! (You may want to read more about Dr. Hanneman's work.
If so, see two articles in the June 1977 Lapidary Journal). -Pages841 and 846
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August Meeting
Our program for this mouth will include two member speakers. Bill Kerr was

scheduled last mouth to speak to the group about the Cowden Op~l Mine in Red Rock
Canyon and his recent trip there, but in the interest of time he deferred to Dr.
Hanneman, and so will tell us about that mine this month and the beauty that got
dway from him - about five feet that is. Our second speaker of the evening is our
Treasurer Clyde Doan who with his wife Clarice has just completed a month in Europe.
Helll tell about some of the opal he saw which came from the ancient mines in
Checkloslovakia.

Also at this meeting weill be asked to vote on two seperate items. (1) at our
present meeting place we have to pay the Elks Club under a yearly contract. Another
meeting place is avai lab le through the Norwalk Parks Department. which has an ai'l"':;'"
conditioned (not evaporative cooled) light, bright, airy club house complete with
kitchen facilities and restrooms (not presently available) and is free for our
uninterrupted future use with a small ($25) advance clean-up and breakage deposit.
Weill be asked to vote on whether to stay at the Elks Club, or move to the Norwalk
Parks Clubhouse. Item (2) Our new Executive Secretary Al Berlowe would like to be
able to attend a local chapter meeting regularly - but since he is already serving
as executive secretary for another organization all of his Thursdays are filled.
(The Board changed its meeting - place to the new location and to Tuesday night to
satisfy our requirements for his presence at that meeting) Perhaps the chapter
membership may like to change the meeting night to Tuesday - if so the vote will
determine so. Historically - We have attempted to change the meeting night several
times in past years and the membership has always voted in favor of Thursdays.

Mr. Berlowe has just informed me that he is going to be free this next Thursday
meeting night and will attend the Downey Chapter Meeting.
NATIONAL AOS NEWS

r10re than a decade ago the dazzl ingly colorful and intricately changeable
nature of opal SQ captivated and beguiled Bill Judd that he sought to learn more
about it. At that time there existed some 2000 plus theories about the reasons for
the mysterious fires, and superstions ran rampant. But Bill IS delighted curiosity
and cheerful enthusiasm caught up many others (he had been prsident of other gem
and lapidary groups) and sensing that their interest was permanent and dedicated he
formed the first non-commercial single gemstone society in the world - the non-profit
American Opal Society - dedicated to the knowledge and enjoyment of Opal and the
education of others in its pleasures and uses. Bill IS selfless devotion to the
A.O.S. has endured monumentally through the first decade, and he and his wife Della
have donated thousands of hours each year to the administration and service of this
society and its members. '

Following Billis Retirement several years ago (Della continued with her secretarial
job) they finished taking over all of the tasks and duties of the executive secretary
office for the national society in addition to the other functions they were already
fulfilling. As the A.O.S. has grown in national stature, and the size and numbers of
its chapters and associate members have increased the work load has become too
heavy for even their selfless devotion. Late this spring, Bill and Della announced
to the National Board of Directors that they were going to have to curtail their
involvement somewhat and that as of July 1 of this year the board would have to secure
someone toassume the duties of National Executive Secretary. Bill explained that he
would continue to fullfill the functions of Founder and National Organizer, National
Board member, and Chief Instructor for Opal Cutting and Polishing (and Electropla~ing
and Electroforming too). Many members from the U.S., Mexico, and Canada have first
learded the techniques and refinements of cutting and polishing opal in Bill IS

garage workshop, and he continues to offer it without charge to all members.



Following that announcement the board sought a qualifies condicate both inside
and outside the Society at the June Meeting of the board Mr. Al Berlowe was introduced
and he presented his very impressive credentials. After a lengthy period of questioning,
Mr. Berlowe was asked to leave the room and the Board voted unanimously to hire him
as the A.O.S. National Executive Secretary.

As a help to the membership at large a generalized explaination follows:
Mr. Berlowe will be responsible for the minutes of the Mational Board Meetings, printing
and mailing out the monthly newsletter, maintenance of membership records and
correspondence, and such other duties as he and the board shall mutually designate.
Naturally all chaper news for publication will continue to be submitted to the Newsletter
Editor - Jack Lennard. Chapter Chartering coordination and problems will continue to
be handled by the National Organizer -Bill Judd. All other general matters will be
submitted to our chief executive officer AOS President - Julius Lippa. And of course
the various standing committees and their chairmen will continue to operate in their
disignated spheres - Programs, Show, Seminar, Education, Etc., Etc.

We wish to congratulate Mr. Al Berlowe on his unanimous approval and appointment
as National Executive Secretary, and we wish him a long, happy, productive, and
satisfying association with the American Opal Society. We likewise wish to congratulate
the Society, the Board, and the individuals who conducted our executive search on
securing such a wonderfully qualified condiate to take up these duties from out founder
and his wife. And to all parites I whish to express my personal wholehearted
ammazement and delight tat the AOS has been able to secure such high caliber execative
skill within the exceedingly modest budget we can afford.

It should be noted that following Bill Judd1s example many other members help each
other and spead this cooperative spirit. This productive atmosphere helped generate
the idea for our National Opal Seminar to help othes, and grew principally from

past instructional programs. The original seed of this idea came from the fertile
brain of Marvin Wilson. Now in its fourth successful year we note with interest and
pride that our seminar format was appearently used by a previous attendee{a magazine
publisher) when he published his journal on opal. Our seminar this year is titled
liThe Opal Adventure - 197JB and a copy of the program is enclosed. Those who are
aware of the costs of sinilar two day seminors probably view our modest price as the
ultimate e- ample of foolhardy generousity with AOS treasury funds. Please be assured
that though we are a non-profit organization we are not that generous, and we usually
manage to save a little from the donations.
ITEM

The following is a short background sketch on Mr. Berlowe our new National
Executive Secretary. Al is a widower of three years and has two grown daughters.
He was in sales and marketing for a large national corporation until his retirement.
He spent 19 years on the board of trustees for the Fullerton Elementary Schools -
4 years a s President. He is deeply involved in Masonic Work and has been secretary
of the Fullerton Masonic Lodge for 2 years and 1 year as President, and he has

served as president of the Masonic temple Board 3 times. He has been active leader
of the Demolay for Boys and also of the Rinbow for Girls. He ran for the Fullerton
City Council in 1976 at the insistance of many friends and was ver narrowly defeated.
Al is presently Vice-President of the Fullerton Exchange Club and Executive Secretary
of the Independent Insurance Agents Association of Orange County. If due to my
Sketchy notes I have committed any errors I wish to apologize both to Al Berlowe
and to the A.O.S. membership - and promise prompt corrections when informed.

John Ha 11



SEATTLE-NORTHWEST CHAPTER NEWS

Most important news this month is our picnic, scheduled
for 4:00 p.m. Sunday, August 14th, at Phil and Shirley
Postonts home on Star Lake, 4009 South 272nd, Kent. Ac~ally,
for those not familiar with the area, that location is not far.
east of the Sea-Tac Airport. There are several routes you can
take, but the easiest, is probably to turn east ft:.omPacific
Highway South (Old Hiway 99) at 272nd, follow it under 1-5
underpass, and look for the add ress which will be 00 the S.Q«'tb
(lake) side of the road at a dead-end spur road - 40th South.
It is actually easier to find than it may sound. If you eet Ib8~,
call for Uncle Spud at 852-31b8. Bring eating utensils (plates,
silver, etc. a potluck dish, cream sugar, and any beverage
you wish except coffee. Also bring your latest fish story, truths,

.shop talk, facts, or rumor~ for a good gabfest.
THE PICNIC SERVES AS OUR AUGUST MEETING. Now mare abo~t

that. InS EPTEMBER, we have a new me etin 9 pIa ce • R0 sets Hiway
Inn, 26915 Pacific Highway South. This is some distance south
of our former meeting place. Our growing numbers dictated a
more ade qu ateLy sized meeting room. You should call Marie Harding
if you were not at the July meeting to indicate your attendance
and choose your dish. When she does not hear from you (if not
already pledged) you are expected.

'.Severa-!-~~-- members -eere still on vacation, or digging
at their Virgin Valley Opal claims (there IS a difference!) so
we were down from our usual high attendance, but most should be
back for the picnic and for September, when we will welcOme new
members also.' Bob Baker gave a well organized and understandable
review of the opal grading system we had been exposed to a few
months ago. We all came away with a greater understanding of how
and why there is such a wide range of prices in our most favorite
gemstone, and how such subtle differences can c~znge the value.
Our program chairman Shirley Poston is planning another work-study
session at a future meeting on this important subject.

Our show plans keep growing and get more promisfung every week.
Several new details have been confirmed now, so it is time for
all of us to get busy on new projects for showing in our display
cases - either your own or with another member, which is OK.
There will be some BEAUTIFUL surprises! Our show is getting
national attention already, and we are happy to hear that many
of our Southern California friends are planning to be here,
including some super-displays! So TALK IT UP, therets a gr?at
show a'comin! Oct. 22~23, Sea-Tae Hilton, 17620 Pacific Hiway So.

------------------------------------------ ..--------



PHOENIX ARIZONA CHAPTER 1'lEV!S

The followinq; schedule of Drograms were announced at the July meetinG:

August 18 ·......... Vir~in Valley Ooal
Dick & Lee Johnson

September 15 •••••••••• Mining in Arizona
Vernon Dale, Geologist

October 20 ·......... Mining in Australia
Barrie O'Leary

November 17 ·......... Australian Precious Opal
Barrie O'Leary

December 15 "Catch the Fire" film
Election of officers

January, 1978 ........ Jewe Lr-y Sale

February, 1978 ....... "Gem Fun & You" film

Arizona members send their thanks to the Board of Directors AOS for
the Scientific American offprint.

:>IaryEttaZei t·er
Secretary-Treasurer
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July 31, 1977

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETYP.O. BOX 3895,
DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA 90242 *

236
JACOB & lAURITTA SCHMIDT
29000 DEL MONTE OR
SUN CITY CA 92381

POSTMASTER
( (

Please expedite -
Contains important dated notices
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