American Opal Society

P.0. BOY 503, FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA 92632
(213) 869-4155

ADDRESS CORRESPONDENCE TO:

Monthly Newsletter September 1977
Meeting DatCescessseoesssseseesThursday, September 8, 1977

Time‘ 7330 P.Me

Place: Elks Lodge (Antler Room)
1223 Woodruff Avenue, Downey, California
(On Woodruff Avenue, just South of Firestone)
(Antler Room is behind the Elks Lodge)
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AUGUST MEETING

The August meeting of the American Upal Society Charter
Chapter was partly devoted, as August meetings usually are, to
October Opal Show preparations. 4ll arrangements for the con-
current Opal Seminar are complete for an outstanding presentation
by acknowledged experts in their respective fields. The main
remaining need is for additional high quality exhibits for the
AQS display area.

Getting into the evening's program, AUS member bill Kerr
had some interesting news from local opal diggings. Bill, a
graduate gemologist on the staff of the Gemological Society of
America, retains his rockhound type interests, and after several
years lapse revisited what once was the Cowden opal mines. The
mines, now under different ownership, offer fee digging for opal
in the liojave desert about three hours drive from downtown Los
Angeles. Bill reported on a visit there on the 4th of July
weekend. He watched as one miner dug out an opal with excellent
fire some 3/4 inch in diameter by 1/2 inch thick. Equally
interesting was the report by ancvther member who happened to be
there the same weekend that he had seen several buckets-full of
very promising looking rock removed by another miner. The
material is now coming from the lower elevations on the property
as noted by our June program speaker, George Ujihara.

The main event of the evening was a slide-with-commentary
presentation by Treasurer Clyde Doan. Clyde and his wife Clarice,
had just returned from a European tour and we were shown out- ’
standing examples of the arts and architecture of those countries.
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Clyde's presentation was not at all encycldopedia-like. The
rare humor with which he described the adventures of guided
tourists kept many of us in stitches through much of the program.

But Clyde did describe some things of serious interestto
Opal and jewelry lovers. He was able to escaré~ from tour guides
long enough to see some Czechoslovakian 6pal jewelry from the
days when that country was a source of Opal. He was a bit
disappointed that it was only white base material of less=than-
the~-best fire quality.

Another adventure into an amsterdam diamond faceting facility
was most interesting. Clyde described the process as carried on
today. He observed the bulk of the faceting work being done by
a crew utilizing only their hands and eyes. Clyde could not
believe these men could possibly do this precision type work
with only dop sticks, no fancy verniered machinery. In response
to his expression of incredulity one of the men gave the simple
eZplanation: I am a DIAMOND CUTTER! 0ld world craftsmanship still
survives, appropriately, in cutiing the ageless diamend.
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Visits With ACS

American Opal Society Charter Chapter President Lippa
received a pleasant surprise on August 18 in the form of a
telephone call from Pierre Gilson, the Swiss wizard of man-
made gemstones. Mr. Gilson, in Los Angeles for the Jewelry
Trade Show at the Century Plaza Hotel extended an invitation
for a visit with him by up to half-a-dozen AUS members. The
time was to be at 6 P.M. that very evening.

Some fast telephoning by president Lippa quickly filled
the quota. The result was one of the most educational and
stimulating experiences of a lifetime for those of us who
went. Our congenial host received, in addition to the Lippas
and the Hollands, Elmer Reed, Don Hudson, and Bill Kerr.-

Mre. Gilson displayed some of the finest specimens anywhere
of finished white base and black opal. He proceeded to cut
a deep scratch in a pane of glass with the edge of one of his
finished specimens., He duplicated this feat with samples of
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his turquoise and lapis! Other display samples also had some
unexpected properties. The display included rough and finished
emerald, lapis, and coral in various vivid colors. We were also
presented with a variety of printed educational matter on the
composition, properties, prices and even how to cut and polish
the gemstones produced in the Gilson Laboratories.

Two AOS cameras were kept busy recording the session, and
Mr. Gilson flattered us by snapping many photos of his visitors
with his own camera. Technically oriented Reed and Hudson
enjoyed a mind-boggling discussion with dr. Gilson much of the

time.

All this came about as a result of a letter from President
Lippa inquiring about some Gilson participation in our annual
show. We were promised material for a Gilson display this year,
and perhaps seminar participation in the future.

In summation, Pierre Gilson made possible a very enjoyable
evening and an unsurpassed learning experience for the ACS.
The printed matter he distributed will be given wide circulation
and we will all be looking forward to seeing some of the superb
gemstone material he produces in our coming show.

Thank you, Pierre Gilson!
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IMPORTANT NOTICE ss:s3s As our yearly contract with the Elks
Lodge is almost up, plans are being made to move to another
meeting place. This move will take place after the Upal Show
in October. Be alert to news and a map in your next newsletter.
A meeting room is available through the Norwalk Parks Depart-
ment. This room is air-conditioned (not evaporative cooled),
light, bright, airy, complete with kitchen facilities and
inside restrooms. This marvelous facility is available free
for our uninterrupted future use with a small ($25) advance
clean-up and breakage deposit. Due to certain conflicts the
meeting night will be changed to Tuesday instead of Thursday.
Complete information will be presented in next newsletter.
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(Credit for the above and many other contributions in the past
is gratefully given to Jim & Jackie Holland)




SEATTLE-NORTHWEST CHAPTER

Our August meeting became "a happy day"...a picnic at Spud and Shirley
Poston's home on Star Lake. Perfectly beautiful weather, swimming, lawn
games, cards, or just plain relaxing. The food was abundant, and the fine
fellowship and fun combined to assure that this will be an annual event.
Only complete darkness finally brought it to a reluctant ending.

The business (as it was our official meeting) was brief, primarily reports
on the progress of our OPAL SHOW on October 22-23 at the Sea-Tac Hilton. We
are receiving excellent response in every respect, and it appears success may
exceed our best hopes. The important announcement of the day was that it is
necessary to again change our meeting place for September 8th. Come to the
MONEY TREE Restaurant at 28815 Pacific Highway South. This is south of our
former location, and nearer Federal Way. The change is on a trial basis. If
you cannot attend, call Marie Harding at 852-9400, or 863-2561 to cancel reser-
vations. It is important that everyone attend, to be briefed on our final
show plans.

At the business meeting called at the picnic, our membership also joined
in a rather heated discussion relating to a report appearing in the July issue
of the A.0.S. Newsletter. The point of contention appearing in that issue
related to the statement that the highly stable, hard Brazilian opal is mined
right alongside some of the most notoriously unstable opal ever to come out of
the ground, and, that this unstabie material is so quick to disintergrate it
is not mistaken for usable stone. A telephone call to the source of the state-
ment brought the explanation that what had actually been meant was, that the
finding of the good opal alongside unstable opal applied to all opal fields,
whether it be Australia, Brazil, Virgin Valley, Spencer, or elsewhere. He
indic?ted that the Brazilian opal was not intended to be singled out as an
example.

That discussion was prompted by the fact that several of our chapter
members have been cutting all kinds of opal; Brazilian, Australian, Virgin
Valley, and Spencer for several years. Their educated experience and suc-
cessful use of the various types of opal brought a natural adverse reaction
to an apparent reflection of questionable Brazilian quality. The consensus
of the discussion was that the Brazilian material had proven actually to be
very stable, and tougher than most. None of the discussion participants re-
ported any unstable quality or disappointing experience whatsoever with it.
Thus, any doubts to the contrary should be ignored.

A near-last reminder to all A.0.S. members and friends who may wish to
attend our October show (and we sincerely hope there will be many from other
states) that reservations for motel or trailer space should be made by contact-
ing Joyce Fagerlie, Reservations Chairperson, 16051 8th S.W., Kent, Washington,
98166. Telephone (206) 242-0865. The show could hardly be in a more convenient
location, right across the highway from Seattle-Tacoma Airport. Whether you
drive, or fly to Seattle there's plenty of room, and a big welcome for all.
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‘Mr., and Mrs. Joe Biller request the pleasure of your company
on the Fiftieth Anniversary of their marriage on Sunday, the
eighteenth of September, nineteen hundred and seventy-seven
at three o'clock in the afternoon, Community United Methodist
Church, 801 Via de la Paz, Pacific Palisades, California.

Reception immediately following No gifts, please
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