American Opal Socety

P.0. BOX 503, FULLERTON, CATIFORNIA 92632
(213) 869-4155- -(714) 526-3981

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER OCTOBEL. 1977
Meeting Date.......v'vevninnnnen, Thursdav, October 13, 1977
Time: 7:30 p.m, |
Place: CARTER HALL, Clarkdale Street (See map enclosed)

CHARTER CHAPTER---CHANGE OF MEETING PLACE

The Char;er Chapter voted last month to change their meeting place to
a new location, but to retain the same night for meetings. On the second
Thursday, October 13, 1977, we will hold our first meeting in this new
1ogat10n ----- CARTER HALL----which is on the east side of Clarkdale, between
Qllve and Sproul streets in the Norwalk South-East City Park. This location
1s more convenient to the freeway and is lighter, brighter, air conditioned
andtgasflntigril ﬁitghe?dand resﬁ-room facilities.The name of the Hall is
on the front of the building. There i i
there on the 13th..... .....% ..... ?'?'T?.?ff.?treet PArIing mearby. See you

NATIONAL SHOW AND SEMINAR

Plans and arrangements for the National Show and Seminar at the Norwalk
City Hall & Civic Center are complete. All of the dealers have their
contracts filed. Seminar reservations are running about the same as last
yvear with its total of 80% capacity. Speakers are all scheduled. MUCH
help will be needed on Friday,the 7th of October, to help set up tables.,
Don't forget your Exhibit Displays and sales items. Gi’t donations are
very weak and we need many more items for that teature, or we will surely
make a very bad showing. Donations will gladly be accepted and credited
to the donors, or anonymously without a card. But, let's get in those
studs, links, pendants, bracelets, etc, etc, et, €,......vuververeennns

A HAPPY PARTNERSHIP

The City "Fathers' of Norwalk, California are evidently very happy with
their continued sponsorship of the AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY'S National Show
and Seminar in their beautiful garden style City Hall and Civic Center.
This week they are featuring the story of our Opal Show and it's Chairman
Marv Wilson in the ''Norwalk News Letter'. This modern civic newspaper
generates terrific support of all local activities and is del%vered to all
of the homes of 100,000 people in Norwalk.We sincerely appreciate their
support and will continue to merit their enthusiasm.




some brief news from Jim and Jackie Holland-----

At the end of the Rainbow -- no pot of gold, but still
gorgeous opal. as of september 22, Charter Chapter vpal
seminar participant Keith Hodson, and his gracious wife
Aznes were still working their Virgin Valley, ievada opal
mines. keith stated that they may be altle tc work right
up to (pal Show time (Cctober € and 9) and come directly
to the show without returning to their Lcecottscale shop.
These 30-year veterans of Virgir valley opal minirg will
bring a great wealth of knowledge, in addition tc some of
the most beautiful opal in the woerld, *to the seminar and
show. This writer has just returned from a 3 day visit
with Keith and Agnes at their Rainbow KRidge "Fun rlace”,
the site of the origin of the world famous Roebling Cpal.,
That it is still producing today we can prove with some
samples collected from the dumps during this visit:

PHOENIX ARIZONA CHAPTER duVS

Due to an unexpected hospital visit by member Dick Johnson, we
did not have our scheduled program on Virein Valley Oral for
August. THowever, our ever-efficient president, Jo Griffith, was
on hand with a stand-in program on places to co and thines to see
in Arizona. She offered brochures on camping, desert survival, and
locations of gems and minerals in Arizona. Plus she had obtained
copies of the nremier issue of The Opal Journal for members to
nurchase.

e enjoved a nroaram bv Vernon Dale at our September meeting.,
With slides and commentary, he explained the placer =old minin-
bv large barge-like equipment in Alaska, British Columbia, and on
the Yuba River in California.

Tp, Dale is a Geolosist from the Mine Inspector's O0ffice, and a
native Arizonian, so we had an interesting look at that phase of
mnining. '

The date for our jewelry sale has been set for Saturday, January
28, 1978 in the main building at El1 Dorado Park, 2311 il ililler R
Scottsdale AZ. e sure to visit us if you plan to be in the area
that weekend,.

CONGRATULATIONS

Congratulations are in order to the SEATTLE-NORTHWEST Chapter of A.O0.S.
for their fine strong beginning in their first year of existance. We wish
them the greatesi success in their Show and Seminar on October 22-23rd.




SEATTLE-NORTHWEST CHAPTER

The countdown for our October 22-23 Opal Show is now just
a figure of days and hours as the plans progress and all the
elements for a fine exhibition start falling in place., With
much of our local publicity and information just now getting
out, it seems that almost everyons we meet already knous what
is coming, It's no wonder there is so much anticipation when
realize this will be the first svent of this nature ever to be
held in the Pacific Northwest. e are getting excellent help
on every hand, and more is to come!

Our September meeting was virtually a "sell-out", with the
largest attendance to date. Our new meeting place, The Money
Tree Resturant, 28815 Pacific Highway South served our nsed
quite well, it was quist, the food obviously was satisfactory
as we voted to meet there again in October for our last
meeting before the show, at which time final details will be
revieued,

Shirley Poston came up with a bell-ringer program, Bill

Walther (at least to us who did not knouw) proved not only to
be a commendable humorist, but with equal aplomb, knew how to
mix it in well with such serious subjects as a revieu of

his extensive knoulasdge of VYirgin Valley, including not only
geographical facts, but what is going on there now, and more
important, a fine lecture on the facts about the opal it
produces, That presentation included wiping out a lot of -
fallacy relating to the stability of Virgin Valley material,
Bill and Edwarda have one of the finest collections of Virgin
Valley material in the Horthwest, own a claim there, so we
all were well rewarded for having attended,

Four new members uere presented their pinss Frank and Agnes
Tratnik, and Clarence and Alma Burleigh., This brings our
membership to 46.~cThe talent and experience being added to
our already bountifullly-blessed group bodes well indeed for
our solid growth as we plan for learning projects ahead., Ue
know that after our show, the interest in opal, and our goal
of teaching more people about it will multiply.

Another reminder (or two) if you cannct attend the meeting
or are bringing guests, call Marie Harding...if you have friends
coming to the show who need motel accomodations or trailer
space, call Joyce Fagerlie at 242-0865,
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