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CHARTER CHAPTER NEWS

At the November meeting of the Charter Chapter, at their new meeting place
in Norwalk, California, President Lippa was unable to be present and sent
his regrets. The meeting was chaired by the lst Vice-President, Marvin
Wilson, who announced that our scheduled speaker was also unable to attend.
An invitation for commentaries on their most interesting experiences in opal
was issued by the chairman, Carvin Marvin, to the audience and produced
several short talks. One of these was outstandingly notable.

Mr. Larry Dobrin, just appointed to our Board of Directors, recently spent
some time in Japan and shared his experiences. A friend of his introduced
Larry to one of the two largest dealers of Opal in Japan, who covers the
Konto portion of that country.

Larry was shown beautiful cabochons of boulder opal, and an entire table
made with slabs cut from the less precious portions of opal bolders and

set in plastic. His host brought out prime select Black Opal and entirely
covered a small table with the firey baubles. Larry states it was the most
beautiful, impressive, and gorgeous display he ever hopes to witness. The
hoard was estimated to have a value in excess of Five Million Dollars
American. Over tea they discussed Japanese Opal tastes, customs, pricing
importing and relations with the Opal Miners.

Larry has graciously concented to write about the experience more fully
for our future newsletters.

At the Norwalk December meeting the speaker will be Mr. Jim Sgro, who is
an outstanding professional custom jewelry designer and manufacturer.
Mr. Sgro will comment on aspects of designs for and protection of Opal
and will then share with us all of the best and most feasible casting
methods for them.




SEATTLE-NORTHWEST CHAPTER

As might be expected, our October meeting was devoted almost
entirely to last-minute committee reports, and discussions about
the approaching Opal Show at the Sea-Tac Hilton. The discussion
was lively and many details which required final decisions were
set to go.

Bud and Emma Lischke were presented with membership pins and
received their official welcome.

Following the business meeting, reports and comments were made
relating to the show sponsored by the Los Angeles Chapter on
October 8-9 at the Civic Center in Norwalk. Bob and Kathy Baker,
and Wayne Hadley represented our Chapter at the show. By such
visitations we always hope to broaden our own experience and abil-
ities in presenting our own. During the show at Norwalk, our
representatives met with officials there, reporting to them our
progress in the Seattle-Northwest. Subjects such as educational
projects under way, membership, objectives, and our relationship
with the founding chapter were presented to the host officials.
The conclusions expressed at our meeting by Bob, Kathy, and Wayne
as a result of the meeting in Norwalk encouraged varied reaction.
After some pertinent comments from among the Seattle-Northwest
Chapter members (and our attendance was almost 1007%) it was de-
cided to table the discussion for further advisement.

SHOW REPORT: Our membership is having difficulty '"coming back

to earth" after the tremendously successful Opal Show, October
22-23. To give credits to everyone who contributed so much and
worked so hard to make it possible would require more space than
is available. Highlights of the event included what was described
by many experienced opal experts and visitors as the best opal
displays they had ever seen. From museum-quality specimens and
carvings, to magnificent jewelry displays, it was a sight never
before seen by most people. Demonstrators added much to the in-
terest, and seminar leaders added even more educational value to
an already exciting show. The Hilton spared no effort to meet
every need - and how nice it was to have every needed accommodation
in free parking, food, and refreshments just a few steps away.
Dealers were jubilant as their sales soared beyond expectations.
We owe so much to so many members who distributed posters, sent
invitations, made telephone calls, and of course to gem magazines,
newspapers, radio and television for announcements - all public
service, none were paid. Attendance was well over the 1800 mark,
so for a "first-time show" in an area accustomed to seeing many
good shows every year, we can all share the joy of success. Show
Chairman Phil Poston wishes he could find the words to personally
let everyone who contributed, know how much their effort is appre-
ciated. No problem, Phil, it was fun for all, so the thanks are
mutual! Already we are working on the 1978 show - so just imagine
how good that one will be!



DUES~--DUES---DUES-~-dues

It is that time again, as in most organizations, to pay annual dues.....
Charter Chapter Dues © $12.00
Charter Associate Dues 6.00
Branch (Family Unit) to
Charter Chapter 6.00

We will appreciate your remitting promptly and new cards will be issued
for 1978. Please REMIT TO P.O. BOX 503, FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA 92632
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SEATTLE-NORTHWEST CHAPTER

Our November meeting, as expected, developed into one of
our best meetings. As a result of our tremendously successful
show in October, several prospective new members were invited
to attend. Among these are some who are well known for out-
standing talent, combined with a good background of experience
in club participation, lapidary, and jewelry-making. Our group
grows stronger!

The business meeting included a final report on the show.
The treasurer's report showed that we more than met our obliga-
tions and have a net gain sufficient to give us a substantial
start on our 1978 show. The membership voted to set the dates
of October 28-29, 1978. By acclamation, Spud Poston was appointed
to again serve as Chairman. Said Spud, "I'll do it if I can
have the same committee.'" A final total count of attendance
at the 1977 show brought the figure to over 1,900. We anticipate
this will increase considerably in 1978.

Nominations were made for the one-year term of director.
In the December meeting we will vote for one, either Sumner
Olsen, or Ray Oman.

Our program was a ''high-grade' success! Another session
on opal grading and pricing. Participation was so enthusiastic
that when '"'time" was called, most members wanted to continue.

To say it was a real learning experience is an understatement.
Everyone wants to do it again as soon as our program ''chair-
person', Shirley Poston, can arrange details and this takes ‘some
doing, what with so many score sheets, opal for grading, etc.

Our usual, if you bring guests for December, or cannot .
attend, call Marie Harding at least two days in advance of the -
meetlng, Thursday, December 8. Who knows?...there may even be
something about Christmas involved, plus all the fun and
fellowship! Program? Come and find out!




IOEY ¥ ARIZONA CHAPTER ~ WS I B

The Barry O'Leary slides from Australia did not. arrive in time

for our October meeting, so our President Griffith had another
surprize program lined up for us. One of our new members, Bruce
Duffy, presented a program on opal appraisal,accompanied by slides
he had taken. Seems our Dr. Duffy is as knowledgeable in one field
as another...a very talented man with a camera. (He is also a
talented osteopath,and a confirmed opal-halic.)

Blanche and Ernest Katarski donated specimens of Michigan opal
to our collection. We hope to assemble examples of opal from
various areas to make an educational display. Therefore, we
want to thank the Katarskis for their help.

Finally ! Slides from Australia were presented at our November
meeting. Must say they were worth waiting for. Not only did we
see beautiful opal, but also some of the Australian countryside
which produces it. Mr. O'Leary taped a narration, which made

it even more interesting; even sent a picture of himself- a
thoughtful and unique gesture.

And along with a potluck dinner, we will see another set of

Mr. O'Leary's beauties at our December meeting. Also, we will
have our original scheduled December program of the film,''Catch
the Fire''. So the Phoenix Arizona Chapter will have their Holiday

goodies on December 15th.
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AUSTRALIAS BLACK OPAL

Just a sleepy little township out beyond the western plains. Lightning
ge, the home of opal, heat and dust and scanty rains. The location
isn't scenic, just rough ridges all around, nature stored the scenes of
beauty in black opal, underground.

If you've never seen black opal then you've missed a splendid sight, like
quicksilver, gaily coloured, slipping throught the shades of night.

Quite unique in all its beauty, as a gem it stands alone, mortal man will
never fashion 1imitations of this stone.

Liquid fire in a valley on a dark and stormy night, twinkling sparks of
changing colours dancing in a golden light. Storm clouds over tropic
splendour, vivid lightning flashes gleam, scenes that seem to haunt your
memory like a half forgotten dream.

Ever restless, ever changing, scene on secen is gently born, opening

like a glorious flower, wet with dew at flush of dawn. Flecked with dust
of wattle blossoms branding it Australia's own, fascinating. mystifying,
Queen of Gems, THE OPAL STONE.

Written bylaurie Hudson, ''Cumborah'
near Walgett, N.S.W.
Australia
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SEATTLE--NORTHWEST CHAPTER

Wayne Hadley presided over the March meeting of the chapter in the absence
of Bob Baker who was pusy preparing for the Spokane gem show over the
coming weekend. We missed a few others because of the flu, and we noted
that some of our snowbird members were still wintering in Arizona.

After paying our respects to the excellent broiled steaks and breasts of
chicken, we finished off our business meeting in record time. The Omans,
our librarians reported the acquisition of several new books and opal
articles, and Dusty Shears promised us interesting future programs, in-
cluding opal carving and more about Virgin Valley and its opal.

To sharpen up our opal buying savvy, two experts told us their secrets

of judging the value of opal. Zlmer Harding, who operates an establishment
in Seattle buys and sells considerable opal, often mounted in his original
settings. He said that color sold opal, and that often the colors of

opal could be enhanced by setting it with other stones of complimentary
colors around it. The best cut opal show complete color with no dead

sprots in it,

Darlene Shears, of "Down Under Opal" advised us to use a good light when
buying rough opal, '"candle'" it by looking at the light through the opal

to detact flaws, sand and white potch pockets. Vhen buying opal, consider
the purpose for which it is intended to be used, take account of the

shape of the specimen in order to minimize loss in cutting. Cut it

flat for best color, or with a low dome. Larger pieces will cost more

per gram, just because it is larger. Lightening Ridge opal sells for a
higher price because of its name, not because it is any better opal.




