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* * * HOLIDAYHAPPENINGS* * *

Our December meeting is on the 14th~, at 7:30 P.M.
Location: Appollo Community Center, Downey. (Ma.pof .
location on back of mailing page.) ., '.

. ~. . .- -- - - .," : '. ~.
-. ;. , i.

It will be a Holida.y~~et-t6~e~her, with Pot-Luck
dinner, and a visit from Santa Claus!~ Please contact
Ruth Wilson at (213l921-489B:'as soon as possible,re-

'.gardingthe dish you will be bringing. Shedida.,fa.bu-
lous job of organizing our last Pot-Luck, and we had a
yummymenu!! of course "Santa" will need help filling
his grabbags,:so please bring an item, gift wrapped;'
ladies. bringfo~ a lady; and J'!\e)1.bring fora. man. . '.,'

We're looking forward to an evening of Good Will',',
and Happiness, shared .witp all .our Friends of the 1\OS.,

.~.

* * *ELECTRQFORMING*.*'

The response to the ma.terialon "HOW-TO·plus ' "
"DO'S & DON'TSof ELECTROFORMINGhas been great. Coming '\' ,,-,
in from allover the Country. There will .be cop i.es. ~f.or, .
sale ($5.00 ea.) at the December Meeting •.. We are hop i.nq.
to have our respected, Bill Judd, or "Mr.' Electrofol:'ming"
as he is often referred to, do a complete program .end..
demonstration, from beq Lnni.nq to. end on this subject,:
in the very near future. Watch fOr the news,and da.te'-'<:
here, in your News;Lett,er: ! ", .':"
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, When the price of·' gold smashed;through'the"$200'~"
an ounce barrier, it heralded as accelerated world gold
rush based primarily on mistrust of the dwindling dollar,
confidence that gold will not be banished from the inter-
national monetary system and the centuries old tradition
that gold is a haven for resources in times ,of uncertainty.

But the average American need not bother to try to
participate in theiinternational'currency and metal mar-
kets. You can get a'sense of the glitter of gold by buy-
ing gold jewelry', That is obviously being done on a
mounting scale., Sales of gold jewelry are estimated at
50 to 60 percent ahead of 1977.
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The greatest boom is in gold jewelry for men. It

is attributed not only to the appeal of gold, but to
the return of an era of elegance in men's.attire .and
roman ticism.,

But a would~be ,buyer cannot go safely into the
gold jewelry market without some basi~ knowledge:

. . .

1 ..The karat mark identifies the percentage of
gold in an item. If an item is marked 24 K, it is
made of 100 percent gold, with each karat represent-
ing 1/24th. parts gold. Pure, solid gold is too soft
to be used by itself in jewelry. It must be alloyed
with other metals for strength and hardness. Nothing
less than 10 karats can be called "gold" or "karat
gold", under u.s. regulations. England allows the·
sale of 9 K "gold" jewelry.

" .

2. An alloy is a metal composed of two or more
metallic elements and it is used to improve its
properties. Most alloys are obtained by' fusing a
mixture of metals. Gold isa versatile metal, and
many shades can be made by alloying it. Karat golds
are available in yellow, red, pink, green and white,
with the color variations made by varying the ,pro-
portions of copper, nickel, zinc; and silver in the
alloy. The proportion of pure gold is unchanged.

3. Fashion jewelry may be gold plated, gold elect-
roplated or gold washed. These items are defined by
law, .according to' the percentage of real gold in the
jewelry. People who are ,unfamiliar with the terms
could wind up beguiled into paying "karat gold"
prices for gOld plated jewelry. " ' "

4. Gold filled jewelry, also known as ,1I,goldover-Lay"
is rated between karat and costume jewelry, "and is,'
made by'mechanically bonding a gold layer or ,layers to
a base .metalsuch as c.opper. It must have a f i.ne ne ss
of 10·karats or betterj·the outer layer must be at'
leastl/20th.· of the. total weight. Thus, if a 14
karat layer has been used,the jewelry should be mark ..•
ed,"14 Kgold filled," or 14K GF.

;;. , .

5. Go.ld electroplate is jewelry that has been elect-
rolytically coated with,at least seven millionths of
an inch of karat gold •. Ifthe gold coating is thinner,
the jewelry should be labeled "gold washed" 'or "gold,
f Laahe d.." If it is a thicker karat gold label - at
least 100 millionths of an inch - the manufacturer
can mark the product "heavygoldelectroplate."
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6 •.Rolled gold'plate·describes high-quality costume
jewelry. Manufactured by the ,same method as gold fill-
ed jewelry, the gold layer is less than 1/20th.of the.
total weight. Look for the markings that tell you the
ratio of gold to the· metals.:used:l/40th ·12KR. GP.

Fine jewelry of l8-karat gold, representing 75
percent pure gold,·ispreferredinthis,country. ·As,
for durability, the more· karat gold in a piece of
jewelry, the longer it will last. . Jewelry with a very.'
thin· layer of gold is designed to have q short life ~pan.

... . • Submitted by .vLc Mayo". '. •

* * * * * * * w * * * ** * * * ** * * * * * * * * *.~ *

********* INMEMOR¥ OF· ********* .. .
***** CLYDE DOAN *****

The American Opal Society has just· suffered'
the loss of one of its most enthusiastic

.supporters. Everyone's friend, Clyde'Doan, :
succumbed to a massive coronary on the night,
of November 20, 1978. Clyde went quietly,
in his sleep,. while visiting relatives in."
South Dakota. Along time Board Member'and

,,Society Treasurer, Clyde was always 'active
in the numerous things opal lovers have .:
been doing. Inhis:seventies,'he was just
taking up painting and playing the guitar.,,·
The music came naturally, from early pro-; ,
fessional work with clarinet and saxophone ..
Clyde is survived by his lovely wife, Clarice,
two daughters , a son, .and grandchildren. '
The most comforting .thought to us, and surely

.to his family,' is that despite his many··,
.active interests, Clyde Dean kept his "house
in order." With a lifetime of ·faithful' ,
service to his· Church, .few have been as pre'"
pared to·meet.their Maker,'as'wqs our-Clyde.
Farewell, good friend!

/JOI/ 7!
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** * SEATTLE,CHAPTER N,EWS:**,*
_ ,_ . 1 . ; ~ ... ' , ...•. ,.. .' . .'

Our N~v~mber meeting held'at,the S~e~k Factory.
featured a critique of last month's successful opal.
snow, and plans for the fu~ure,. in anew lc;>cation,..
under' a new name.' The. riew meet~ng .place w~ll. be
the Twin Lakes Country Club ori Federal Way, where
the f ac ilLt Le s are better and the food prices more
reasonable. The initial meeting there, planned
for December 21, will be our annual Christmas party
replete with gift exchanges and holiday spirit.

John Ankney, ShowCha.irman, reported that all
went well at the Show. Theattendence was good, the
Dealers were happy, the. guestsconunents favorable, ,
and the bottom line showed a neat. profit from the
operation •. Looking forward to an even better shpw:
next year; the 'consens us was that we must. have a
larger show room, more parking space, and better.
food service.

Implementing our decision. last month to with-
draw from the American OP41Society at ~he ·end of
the year, we approved amendnlents to the Articles of
Incorporation to conform to the new name of our
organization, "Academy of Opal·Sciences."· several
other name s were suggested, btit·:"Academy.:of Opal
Sciences" won out after it was explained that the
word.academy was derived. from' the name of. a·grove.
in Athens where Plato, and his' followers studied
together, and :that one of 'the diction~ry-definitions
of the word was, " an association of acho Laz.s •••••••
for advancing 'literature, art or science'.":•.

We agreed to copyright our distinctive AOS
logo, and buy new name tags, at; 'the society' s ex+> .
pense, on which our opal-studded AOS pin would be .
placed. The Committee appointed. to r'ecommend re-·
vised By-Laws. submitted a draft, which will be dis-
tributed to atl,membe:r:sfor study. President; Bob
Baker requested that written comments, ~nd'suggested
chanq ea=be vsubmdtt.ed at; the December meeting, so that
the final draft may be adopted in January.

The Nominating Committee offered an able slate
of candidates. for consideration, at the election on
December 21. Nominated were: President-John AnkeYi
1st. Vice President-Vernon Brennan & W~lliam'Strang;,
2nd. ViceP.resident-.Darlene Shears & Eleanqr Hadley; i

Secretary-Lucille Willhite; Treasurer-Carl ComnicK;'
Director-Elmer Harding & Howard House.: ....,. .. ,.- . . . . ~ . .: ' ~.~

...----.- --.--- ..~.-=..-=-.=..-=.-~--=...=..~.~.~~~~~~
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Digging opal in Nevada's Virgin Valley by machinery
and by hand was the theme of Vern Rath's'slide show.
The Rath's, who own interests in several opal claims in
that area from which have bee~ mined some of the world's
most beautiful, recorded their recent operations with
the camera. Their slides clearly demonstrated that hard
work and luck are the major factors in winning Virgin
Valley Opal.",
* * * * * * * * * * * * '*,* * '* * * * *' * * *' * *' * * * *
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