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“GRON NG YOUR OMN JEVEELRY”. ..

proved to be a nost interesting topic for the
January neeting. The process, Electroformng, is
attracting an ever expanding circle of devotees, for fun
and we i magine, profit.

Arrayed at the front of our neeting roomon January
11th., was a seem ngly conplicated maze of Wres,
flasks, and chem cals resenbling a chem stry | aboratory.
Under the gentle and know edgeabl e gui dance of Bil
Judd, the naze becane understandabl e, as he
conversationally | ed us through the distinct steps of
the electroplating process, and, the electro—+formng. A
vi ew of the audi ence, sonme 60 persons, showed rapt
attention. A nost val uable session, which will be sure
to be repeated by popul ar denand.

We thank our Menbers, both new and old, for the
graci ous treatnent accorded to the many Guests present.

* % * COM NG EVENTS * * *

The February neeting will give all of you
Lapi dari es a chance to sharpen your skills by view ng a
filmon each step toward the form ng and polishing of a
beautiful opal. It’s an excellent filmin full color and
sound. The date: February 8th., 1979. The tine: 7:30
P.M . The place: Apollo Community Center.

In March, we shall present a session on eval uating
and appraising opal. (This programwas originally
announced for February.) The date will be March 8th.
Watch for further details in the February Newsletter!

Suggestions are respectfully solicited for field
trips beginning in the Spring. Any trip should be of one
or two day duration, over a weekend, and have an opal
connected destination. Let’s hear your ideas,
everybody!! Bring themup at the next general neeting,
or mail themto John Hall, at the Newsletter Post Ofice
Box 503, Fullerton, Ca. 92632. John will coordi nate and
as a group, we'll nake sone plans.
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* * * MORE ON ELECTROFORM NG * * *

Packages of Electroformng information are still avail able
t hrough the Anerican Opal Society. To receive your package, send
$5.00 by mail (check or noney order, no cash please) to the address
on the Newsletter. A package of over 78 pages will be sent to you
via third class mail

For those who aren’t already aware, the February issue of ROCK

& GEM nmgazi ne contains the first in a series of articles on
El ectrof orm ng, authored by the perceptive Wayne Hadl ey, with
techni cal assistance by M. Hutchinson. Very useful!! You m ght w sh
to acquire a copy locally or through ROCK & GEM Si nply address your
request to:

ROCK & GEM

ATTN:. W R C (Bill) SHEDENHELM

17337 VENTURA BLVD.

ENCI NO, CALI FORNI A 91316

Encl ose your check or noney order in the anount of $1.25 and
made payable to ROCK & GEM

* * *x % % * *x *x *x % * *x *x % % * *x *x * * * *x *x * * * *x *

CONTRI BUTED | TEM

The Wnter Season at the Nowak Opal M ne was brightened by the
acqui sition of a powerful bulldozer, and openi ng of extensive
di ggi ngs. Swat hes of cuts through the clay at the base of the main
ri dge have exposed hundreds of feet of digging area. Wth any | uck,
the Spring rains wll divert fromthe newy exposed basalt, which in
the past was plagued with clay fill —+n by the onrushing water.

U S OPAL M NI NG NEWS .

Some U.S. opal mnes are open to the public, and. many nenbers
have brui sed their knuckles in happy exhaustion, extracting
beauti ful opal during weekends and vacations. As an ACS service, we
shall report descriptions of those mnes, including open season
(sone cl ose during snow season), 1979 fees, nmine |ocations and naps,
recomrended di ggi ng equi pnent, nearest canpsites or other
accommodat i ons, and any ot her cogent information, as supplied by the
m ne owner. Perhaps can extend this information to include opal
m nes outside the U S..
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Shoul d you have a m ning operation that woul d encourage ACS
visitors, please let the Newsletter Staff know the details. W'd
like to publish pronptly, so that our Fell ow Menbers can plan a-head
into your operating season.

* * * * *x * % * *x * % *x *x * % *x * * * *x * * * *x * *

* * * OPAL PROMLING I N KOREA * * *

Bursting with a vitality as never before, the. Far East enjoys
af fl uence. Opal shares in the display of this affluence as one of
t he nost popul ar genstones in Japan.

Quite contrary to sone superstition i mbued European countri es,
Orientals consider opal to be a synbol of |uck and good fortune.

On arecent trip to Korea, for exanple, the opal thene was
subtly, but continuously apparent. By that | nean, if you were
| ooki ng, opal was everywhere.

Starting at the Los Angeles ticket counter of Korean Airlines,
fromthe finger of the reservations agent, flashed the faniliar
vivid color play of an Australian white of about six carats

Korea, as you may know, produces vast quantities of topaz
quartz and anethyst. In any najor city, and even off into the
vill ages, shops display an infinite variety of “Snoky Topaz”. This
mat erial can be of remarkable richness and uniformty of col or,
varying in hue from al nost beige to a deep rich brown, nearly bl ack.
The nost sought after is a nediumrich brown, which when faceted
presents a clear color and light refraction fromthe inner recesses
of the stone. This brown topaz quartz is seen in every shape and
si ze i magi nabl e. Faceted and cabochons; even high domed cabs with
the bottom surface faceted. A broad range of quality may be found,
but a stone of good color, and with acceptable cut, unnounted, may
be purchased for $10.00 a carat. Attractive “Citrine Quartz” is also
commonl y avail abl e, perhaps in | ess volune, either because it is
| ess popul ar, or perhaps not as much is m ned.

Korea is also proud of its Anethyst Quartz, a | ovely range of
color in reddish-purple, purple, and | avender. Korean amet hyst
quartz is often badly faceted, w thout even reasonable symetry to
t he
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interrelating planes. It is a challenge to seek out and find a
wel | cut stone, especially by “eye balling” through a heap of
stones. Korean anet hyst can get quite expensive and a well faceted
stone with an appealing, nost sought after, reddi sh-purple cast,
will sell for as nmuch as $100.00 a carat.

A rewar di ng experience, not unlike digging through tailings,
can be the discovery of stones with all the qualities deserved of
the lapidary art, at a bargain price. It’s an irresistible search!

Per haps not surprising to Korea-Ophiles, but certainly to ne,
was the little collection here and there of opal in the Korean Jade,
“Topaz”, and Anet hyst Shops. Generally, the opal was Hong Kong cut
smal | stones, brought out only if sonmeone asked. Vivid in color,
dom nating in greens (fromwhat | saw in over two dozen different
shops), but cut as if the lapidary had rolled up his sleeves after
four martinis!

Scouting the better jewelry shops of Seoul was a different
matter! Exquisitely shaped, three to twenty carat opals gleaned in
dom nantly hi gh doned cabochon ‘cuts. Mstly attributed to
Australian sources, fine quality stones set in white and yell ow gold
and silver commanded rather dear prices. They seened to run 30%to
40% hi gher than those in the U S. Perhaps this nay be traced to i n—
port duties. It’s hard to say, and I didn’'t have a chance to
authoritatively inquire. I will though. It couldn’'t be the exchange
rate, since from Decenber to Decenber, the Korean Yon/ Dol |l ar
exchange varied by only 1% while during the same period, the price
of a cup of coffee in Japan, for Anericans, junped from $1.00 to
$1. 30.

In one jewelry store in the flung Dong—Po area, | was pl eased
to see an Australian white in an el ongated cabochon conbi ni ng
i ntense reds and greens side by side with both a Mexican crystal
opal (high donmed cab of 10 carats), and a round Honey of 5 carats,
the later with a color play of broad flash, green on the surface,
with repeated inner color within the stone.

Qpal gift giving is the vogue!! - Presenting the gem of good
fortune to the Lady in one’s |life, as an exanple. Sonehow it seens
fitting that opal, the omen of luck and the good things of life be
associated wth Korea where the gentility and intelligence of the
people is devoted to the struggle of creating a better |ife after 70
years of hostility.

Subm tted by Larry Dobrin
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* * * PHOENI X CHAPTER NEWS * * *
NOTI CES .

W wel conmed as our guest, M. Ben Brozek. We enjoyed having him
j oin us.

We received notice that the Seattle Chapter has renoved
t hensel ves fromthe ACS.

We received a letter fromLarry Dobrin thanking us for our
i nput to the new ACS by—taws, now being drafted, and for our
suggestions and contribution to the drafting. Larry is al so making
copies of the tapes fromthe Sem nar tal ks for our use. He sent a
copy of the material relevant to those interested in Electroformng.

NEW BUSI NESS

Nom nations were submtted for the 1979 slate of Phoeni x
Chapter O ficers and el ections were held. The 1979 O ficer roster as
duly nom nated and el ected are:

PRESI DENT: P. J. and Peggy \Warner

VI CE PRES: E. D, (Ed) Roud
SECRETARY/

TREASURER: Fl oyd and Alice Cetsinger

PROGRAM

Loui se presented sonme ads fromthe Desert Fiesta N nth Annual
Rock Show for January 19 - 20th, and for the Tenth Annual Fl agg-
M neral Festival for Jan. 27-28th. M. Getsinger gave a very
interesting tal k about the begi nnings of the Flagg Foundation, and
what it’s great expectations are now. He prom ses to nake up a slide
story to present to us soon.

Wil e we enjoyed our refreshnments, Joe presented a show of
slides fromthe collection of Barrie O Leary on opal mning in
Australi a.

The Phoeni x Chapter neets the third Thursday of each nonth at:
2301 N. MIler Road
Scottsdal e, Arizona
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*x * * % % * * * % *x * * % *x *x * * % *x * * % *x * * % *x *x * * * *x *

*

*x * * % *x * % % *x % % *x * % % * % % *x * % *x * * % *x * % *x * * % *x *

PERSONALS

We were saddened to hear
that Shirley Barnett, w fe of
Ri chard. Barnett, owners of
the Barnett Qpal M ne at Red
Rock, suffered a coronary on
Decenber 31, 197a. After weeks
in the hospital, we are happy
to report that Shirley is back
honme and recuperating nicely.
Qur very best wi shes to you,
Shirley, on a very speedy
recovery. W look forward to
seei ng you back on the job at
the M ne and. in your Shop.

*

*

CONTRI BUTI NG EDI TORS:

Jim Hol | and
Vi ck Mayo

COORDI NATORS:

Larry & Patti Dobrin
CARTOONI ST:

Unknown

DI STRI BUTI ON & PRI NTI NG

Al Berl owe
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