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itAFOGGY NIGHT". . .
tffi8th. of February, to be exact, the AOS held its

regular monthly meeting. Turnout was quite respectable
considering the weather, and distractions like the'
Quartzsite Pow Wow and the Tucson Show. The feature
for the meeting was an a~l color sound film on the
selection, cutting, and polishing of opail.., shown on a
hastily borrowed pedsheet from the hospital across the
street.

* * * COMING EVENTS' * * *

"THE MARCH BONANZA II • • •

Preparations have been underway for some time to
carefully plan the March meeting on "Evaluation and
Appraisal of Opal." This type of meeting has been held
in the past, and it is known that success depends on
two things:

1 •
2.

Preparation and coordination
Attendees must bring 2 or 3 pieces of
opal (preferably finished).

We can learn quite a bit from such a session, so
come prepared. Program Chairman, John Hall, and
Program Moderator, Jim Sgro, have designated table
leaders (seasoned veterans, all). Last Thursday, table
leaders met with Hall and Sgro to be briefed on their
duties at each table. The AOS Appraisal Form was re-
viewed, and a rehersal of the sequence of events was
held, so that people won't be stumbli~g over each other.

Remember - - March 8th. at 7:30P.M.. Just follow
the map!

ADVANCE NOTICE - AN OUTING. • •
Shake out those old clothes and get the squeek out

of your boots!!
May 5th. and 6th. are the dates for whacking your

knuckles at an Opal Mine.
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Our request, via the Newsletter, for suggestions
on outings led to an invitation from the 'owners of the
Nowak Opal Hine north of Mojave, California. So those
interested in "digging up those beauties", plan ahead!
Youllll notice the map (page three) and instructions
that you can use as a reminder.

Social Chairwoman, Irene Sgro, is organizing the
event. Mark your calender and tell Irene if you can
attend at either the March or April meeting. Weld
kinda like to know how many will be in the gathering,
so's we'll know how many band-aids should be stocked!!

We can't help but mention, when announcing such
an event, that it is one of the many times that we wish
our cherished members from Switzerland to Australia
could somehow join us. If you are local, donit miss out!
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * PASSING THE BATON" * * *
For over a year, the American Opal Society has been

fortunate in having had the services of Al Berlowe, as
Executive Secretary. AI, as Executive' Director of an
Insurance Association, has lent his skills to the AOS,
and we have been genuinely grateful for his hard work,
which quite often was until midnight toiling' to meet
deadlines.

This baton has been passed to Patti Dobrin, who
was installed as Executive Secretary at the January
Board meeting. Those of yon who have held" this 'job in
the past. know how time consuming it is, and the
drudgery involved. We Wish Patti a strong constitution
and an eridurd.ng , bright outlook.

The home base of the AOS has and continues to be
Downey, California. Howeve!~, to avoid frequent trips
to a Downey address, and de:.ays in receiving mail, a
post office box' has been takan in Arcadia, California.
Address all your correspondence to:

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
POST OFFICE BOX'117-
ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA 91006

It will be dealt with promptly •••••••
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NOTE: SPECIAL RATE TO AOS MEMBERS!!!!
51.00 per day per person for all
Members staying overnite.
52.00 per day per person for just
one day visit.

SUGGESTED THINGS TO BRING

FOOD: We offer.!lQ. concessions or food suppl1es.
WATER: We have a dry camp. You must bring an

adequate supply f?r your needs. .
FIREWOOD: Open fires are permitted. You must

brt ng your own wood.
A small hammer is not enough to break
the rock s you will £j nd at Nov-ak ' s.
Bring with you the follov'ing:
large sl edge hammer 4# and up
large hummer 2,3, or 4#", " "

cold chi sel s 1 Inch thick x B inches long
shovel
bucket
garden scratcher
tile cutter
pad, for sitting

MINING
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* * * MEET YOUR CHAIRPEOPLE * * *

Evelyn Hall has pitched in actively in Society
activities for years. We know she enjoys it, and she's
a delight to work with. Effective this month, Evelyn
is our new Membership Chairwoman. Shels settling into
her new responsibility, as befits the office, in our
growing and healthy Society.

Irene Sgro joined long time member, Jim Sgro, in
wedlock a few months ago. Little did she know (sic)
that the nuptials included Social Chairwoman for the
Society. Give Irene a hearty "Hello" at the next
meeting. She1s deserving.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
AMONG THE ILL • • •

Cough, cough ••• your Newsletter Staff!!! That's
why this issue is running late. Russian Flu we can
understand - but Tucson Flu?!
THAT'S RIGHT - TWO MEETINGS A MONTH • • •

The Newsletter keeps you 'posted on Society meetings,
and other events, plus newsworthy items involving the
magnificence of opal.

From time to time we want to remind you of the other
side of the SOCiety, and its business affairs. The Society
Board of Directors and Off~cers meet monthly to deal with
many issues of a business nature, and to plan progress of
the organization. These meetings are open to the member-
ship. You are invited to attend, and witness Society
machinery at work.

Business meetings are held the last Tuesday of eachmonth at 7:30P.M.. Same location as the general meetings.
(See the map on back of mailer sheet.)
DUES ARE PAST DUE • • •

• • •but you're forgiven, if you drop your check in
th mail (new address, remember?) right now!!

$12.00 for those within driving distance of Downey
$ 6.00 for those further away
Same dues amount as last year! We fought inflation

and won (so far).
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'* '* '* PHOENIX CHAPTER NEWS '* '* '*

President ana. Officers' !Jeeting

Talked about tne,events fore tne future
meetings fore 1979.
#e met at Joe Griffith'S home •.
Those present were; Joe Grtffitn

P.J. farner and Peggy
Ed,Roud
Floyd and 1lice Getsinger

Floyd plans to give us a talk on tne nistor~ and
Q6gtnnings as well as tne aims of the Flagg Found-
~tion and why we may be interested in it~s work.
This talk will De for February.

The Roc ka sona Gem and Nineral l:)nowis Jan. 19,
20~ 21.
9241 I. Grand .4ve. Peoria,
t mt.I e S. of Grand .4ve. on Lt tcnf t el « Dr.

Fore tne January meeting P.J. has contacted
Mr. Louis Irons to give us a demonstration on
polishing and cutting stones. Also he will bring
and demonstrate nis vibrating and flat-lap machine.

No definit plans as yet for~ the months
coming up. Thou.gh a gold panning trip is in the
offing fore this year.

'* * * * '* * * * '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '* '*
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