NEWSLETTER

PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY

Yolume 11 - No 6 June 1979

HINTS IN HANDLING OPAL. .

Don Mulligan may claim to still be learning after 30 years
in the business, but he qualifies as an opal expert from any angle.
On a good day, as we learned, Mulligan can cut and finish 150
opals of various sizes! That includes polishing the ''backs",
which Don insists on doing.

One of the tricks Don passed along is a method to replace
an irregularly shaped opal in a ring. For example, one may have
a free form tri-opal ring as shown in the diagram:

One or more opals need replacing: ® k

Each stone is irregularly shaped, say: Iz

Simply cut an opal to approximately fit the opening, then bevel
all four sides, until the piece fits the opening.

—i W Bevel

Epoxy the stone or stones in place:

Then using a grinding wheel (Mulligan prefers a horizontally
rotating lap) with a diamond wheel of medium grit, slowly work
the opal nearly down to the gold or silver mounting, inspecting
the work frequently:

Aperture in mounting:
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By careful grinding and pre-polish, one ‘can reduce the opal flush with
the ring mounting. Then polishing can include both opal surface and
adjoining metal of the mounting. Result - an automatic fit without
having to painstakingly match four sides! ‘Make sure you glue the
piece in securely.

Don Mulligan had a number of samples of opal jewelry work avail-
able for inspection. Simply excellent design and craftmanship!!

THE JULY MEETING - ELECTIONS. .

The July meeting will be largely devoted to election of Officers
and to elect Directors whose terms have expired. All those Members
attending the meeting are entitled to vote, so please be there. The
Nominations Committee of Jim Holland, John Ballard, and Julius Lippa,
are still open to :ominations. Nomirations can still be made prior to
the meeting.

To add some '"spice" to the session, there will be an Anniversary
Potluck Dinner. That's right, we celebrate every year!! Irene &gro,
our Social Chairperson,- should be contacted on what side dish to bring.
Everyone brings tieir own meat entree. Irene may be reached by phone
at (213)862-8504 , after 6:00 P.M..

At the July meeting we shall also have a visual treat! A short
series of mini films! Excellent, excellent photography of several
scenic western locations, we're told.

A SHORT NOTE.

The article appearing in our May 1979 Newsletter describing our
Opal Outing was selected By Dr. Lester Gideon, Publisher of the "Opal
Quarterly" to appear in his most recent issue with pictures and all.
Kinda nice!! .
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* * * IN MEMORIAM * * *

We sadly report the death of ANDREW N. RITCHIE, a
Founder and dedicated supporter of the American Opal Society.
Andy, as we all knew him, passed away Wednesday, June 27, 1979,
after a heart attack, and vain effort to save him via open
heart surgery.

Andy gave generously of his time and of his constructive
effort to helping the Society grow and reach it's present
stability. He served as a Director, Chairman of various Comm-
ittees, and has been a past Editor of the AOS Newsletter.

Born in Iowa in 1911, Andy later made Southern California
his home. He is survived by his wife, Eunice, and three
married daughters. Burial was at the Westminster Memorial
Park, on July 2, 1979. :

We shall miss Andy's sparkling good humor, his dedi-
cation and continuous helping hand. One of the truly good
people.
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Catherine Bienick is home recuperating after a brief hospital
stay. So happy to hear you are on the road to recovery.
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New mem bers:
are‘welcomed

ROBERT & AVA CABANISS JAMES. § BONNIE FAIRCHILD
TAHACHAPI, CALIFORNIA TRONA, CALIFORNIA

BUD & BLANCHE FRANCE
BAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNIA
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A BRIEF BOCK REVIEW
oy
H. L. "Jim" Holland

' I have just read one of the more recent information type
publications on our favorite rock. I'm referring to Barry ('Leary's
book, "A Field Guide to Australian Opals".

If ever a book was written as a text for an A.GC.S.
education program, this would be it. The title may be deceptive in
that field guides sometimes mean condensed versions. This little book
is so much more than a condensation! There are pages and pages and
pages of gorgeous color plates illustrating the best opal mother nature
has produced. 4and, far from the field orientation, some plates even
show laboratory produced stones!

Published only last year, the book is right up to date on
the technology of opal material, as well as the associated geology
and geography. The price is up there, but, so is the quality of the
printing. The number of color plates, for instance, just illustrating
the O®Leary definitions of harlequin opal of various types reaches 30.
Then there are tabulations upon tabulations on various types, grades,
definitions, valuations, and on and on.

We at A.0.S. had resolved a few months ago to put together
just a portion of this information. Perhaps it is just as well we
didn't get much invested in the effort since it is all in the book,
in living color!

And just as a bonus, there is considerable history included.
The story of the difficulty in gaining the deserved recognition for
that most beautiful of all stones, the black opal, is a tribute to
those early miners and opal merchants who would not accept the
judgment of the jewelry trade of the day. Hereagainit was an
education program that finally did the job. Just as the present
public acceptance of junk white opal as the only genuine article
indicates, few people really recognize a good thing when they see 1it!




