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IT'S A NEW AOS YEAR!!
Imagine singing "Auld Lang Syne" in July. Well, we didn't.

Not quite, yet the July meeting wi th elections:. pot-luck dinner,
and all, ushered in a celebration of another AOS Anniversary, and
the assignment of resposibilities to newly elected Officers and
Directors.

Officers for 1979/1980 - until next July, are:
Lawrence L. (Larry) Dobrin - President
James (Jim) Sgro:!;;'-' - 1st. Vice President
William K. (Bill) Jud~' 2nd. Vice President
Directors, whose terms expired in July 1979 were all re-

elected, i.e., Larry Dobrin, Bill Judd, and Dr. Ross Stambler.
Jim Holland, Chairman of the 1979 Election Committee very

ably conducted the proceedings, aided by Dr. John Ballard, and
Julius Lippa. Mrs. Jackie Holland with her enviable ability in
both logic and humor, kept the nominations segregated for the
voters.

With the serious matter of election behind the group of 58
attendees, everyone was able to relax and enjoy two superb short
color films dealing with the scenic beauty of the West. Kyle
Holmes, the creator and photographer, can count himself among the
very few true cinema artists of our land!

TIfEAUGUST PROGRAM. . . MORE TIfANJUST A GRIND.
Charlie Gold, President of Gem-Tee Diamond Tool will conduct

demonstrations of lapidary techni~ues at our August meeting,
emphasizing opal. It's been quite a while since such a lapidary/
equipment session has been scheduled. Charley will acquit him-
self well, we're sure! So for those members who are within
driving distance, try to be there. Or, if our distant members
plan on being in California at or during our scheduled meeting
dates, please plan to join us.

The next meeting date is August 9, 1979 at 7:30P.M •.
Location is shown on the map with the Newsletter.
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SHOW PLANNING . . •
Seems it would be worthwhile to give our esteemed members a

preview of the upcoming 12th. Annual Opal Show! Traditionally
heldthe second weekend in October, the Opal Show represents an
enormous amount of planning, coordination, and just plain work!!
Marv (Carvin Marvin) Wilson and his energetic wife Ruth, are master-
minding the Opal Show again this year, as you all know. And this
year again, more new and good ideas flow from the Wilsons. For
example, the timing of this years Show is coincident with an
"Oktoberfest" to be held outside our Show area, but on the grounds
of the beautiful NOIWalk Civic Center. We won't have to walk far'
for a cold lemonade or a sandwich!! And we'll have a larger
crowd from which to draw some prospective "Opalhiles". Then,
within the Show area, a continuous slide and film show is planned,
so that visitors may rest their feet while inspired to the many
beautious aspects of opal.

Small wonder that the Annual Opal Show h:~ become the largest
event of it's type in the world. Marv and Rutl,t sadly have to de-
cline requests from many Dealers vying for tafiilespace.

A SEMINAR PLANNING PREVIEW . .
Dr. John Ballard, Seminar Chairman, reports that the speaker

schedule for the Annual Seminar has been confirmed, He is now
organizing the time sequences for each speaker and the other time
allocations that assure a smooth flow for the audience. Soon as
final details are worked out, the schedule will be printed, and you,
dear members, will get the first distribution.

A look at the final draft already says it'll be a jam packed
two days ... exciting and lively, loaded with information for all
participants

The AOS printed publicity is contained in this flyer enclosed.
Please look it over. It has just about all the details except for
the late-breaking Dealer roster and Seminar Speaker schedule.

MEMBERSHIP & DEALER DISPLAYS • . •
As you know, in conjunction with the Show, members and dealers

are invited to display their work and craft in a special section of
the Show area. Displays are ordinarily housed in AOS or Federation
size display cases. Patti Dobrin, Display Chairman asks that those
interested in displaying notify her as soon as possible. Please use
the form on the last page. Thank you e .
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IT'S ONLY AUGUST, YOU SAY.
yet many of us plan ahead. We are mindful that the

American Opal Society is actually national and international.
OUr Members include those in Illinois, Ohio, Hawaii, Hong
Kong, Australia, and Switzerland among many other places.
Wi~h some luck we may see some of our distant members at the
Annua l Opal Show and Seminar.

If you .live at some distance, whether it's Barstow or
Bangkok, .and can attend the fIlnual event, we'd like to knos.•·.
Should you need directions, lodging, or any other information,
contact:

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 117
ARCADIA, CALIFORNIA 91106

We'd like to have you join the rest of us, your fellow
members.

WORKSHOP . . . OR LEARNSHOP?
Whether you. are stuck with a cutting i-.rob1em,or just

simply want to expand your knowledge, the Soc:i.etyand Bill
Judd invite you to make contxct and join in on our workshop
sessions, ordinarily held on Monday and Tuesday nights.
Bill Judd may be reached by phone at (213)923-4643. He'll
be delighted to welcome you and give you directions to the
workshop.

SMOOTH CASTINGS . • .
Are you sometimes plagued with a multitude of tiny balls

of metal clinging to your Castings that must be knocked or
filed off? If you are, this is for you.

These tiny bumps are the result of gas bubbles in the
investment-- hard to get rid of unless a vacuum debubba li.z.er
is available. They are supposed to be less frequent if some
investment is spread on the pattern with a brush, with the
lie Ip of a suitable wet.ti.ng agent.

Well, here's a simple procedure that really helps.
Mix up just a little investment with normal texture ahead of
time using about half water and half rubbing alcohol, in
place of just water. Paint that on the pattern. Let it dry
if you wish, There will be few bubbles.
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Sharr Choate hinted at this procedure in her book, "Creative Castings".
She suggested that the pattern be wet with alcohol before brushing on
the investment. But that procedure makes the mix so thin that it doesn't
stick too well.

Dr. John Ball ard

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Prestl1tiflU
A warm and friendly WELCOME to the following members who have joined

the Charter Chapter in ,July 1979:

New Members
HOWARD SNITmiSKY FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CALIFORNIA

BOB HALAHAN LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

1. J. SEUK
SKY'IER TRADING COMPANY SEOUL, KOREA

K. a-IARLES EDWARDS, Jr.

DOWNEY, CALIFORNIA

RANa-IO MIRAGE, CALIFORNIA

AUBREY & BARBARA HEMMING

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

* * * NEWSLETTER STAFF * * *

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS: JOHN BALLARD
JIM HOLLAND
LARRY DOBRIN

COORDINATOR, PRINTING,
AND DISBURSE~1ENT: PATTI DOBRIN
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TO TIlE DI SPLAY CHAlRMAN:

I wish t o have a display in the 1979 Annual Show & Seminar

I wi 11 have my own display case, dimens ions being:

Height Width Debth------- ------ -------
____ I will need an AOS display case

Additional comments: ------------------------------------------

Name:----------------------~------~--~------~--------------
Address: ----------------~----~~--------~-------------------. ,
City ~State Zip _

Telephone ( )--~--~----------------------------------------------

Mail To: PATTI DOBRIN
AMERICANOPAL SOCIE1Y
P.O. BOX117
ARCADIA, CA 91006

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Anyone wishing to have a display of opal at the Show
please return this form as soon as possible. Limited
space is available. Thank you.



SEIUINAR REGISTRATION
Advance registration . donation (2 days) $30.00

Last Minute Registrations donation (2 days) $35.00
Advance Seminar registration will be accepted up to two

weeks prior to th Seminar dates. Send your check to:
AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY c/o JOHN HALL
12561 Pearce St., Garden Grove, Ca. 92643
Telephone (714) 636-1425

AND OUR WIDELY ACCLAIMED

THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIE DEDICATES
THE 1979 SEMINAR TO JUNE cULP ZElTNER

The "First Lady of G~ms and Minerals" has been chosen
for her continuing contributions toward maintaining the very
highest standards in humanistic communication.

June Culp Zeitner has been invited to be our Keynote
speaker at this 1979 American Opal Society Seminar. We
sincerely hope circumstances will permit her attendance.

9\mcrica!1 8paf 50cief".:,
PROUDLY PRESENTS THE

12th Annual Opal Show

6th Annual Opal Seminar
OCTOBER 13th and 14th~1979

NORWALK CIVIC CENTER
12700 Norwalk Boulevard, Norwalk. California 90650

Between Santa Ana Fwy. and Imperial Hwy. - Free Parking

We hereby dedicate our shows, our seminars and the meet·
ings of our Society to the buying of rough Opal intelligently,
cutting it to highest quality gemstones, making fine jewelry
and marketing the same properly

In presenting these programs we hope to pass along know·
ledge that will assist you in attaining these goals. The American
Opal Society is non-profit; the individual need not be.

Our show and seminar is recognized as an important effort
in promoting increased knowledge of gemstones in general and
Opal specifically. We invite you to enjoy yourelf, be you neo-
phyte or sophisticate. - M. L Wilson, G.G., Show Chairman

14602 Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk, CA. 90650 - (213) 921-4898

SHOW HOURS ARE
Saturday from 10:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
Sunday from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Daily Donation . $1.00 Adults
(under 18 years) ._ .50 Children
Children under 12. must be with Adult

SEMINAR HOURS ARE
Saturday . . from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Sunday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

·1
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To Santa Ana

The American Opal Society
show and seminar are held
in the Norwalk, Co. Civic
Center.
From the Santo Ana Fwy.
toke the Son Antonio/Nor-
walk Blvd. off ramp; turn
north beyond high-rise Co.
Courts Bldg. to City Hall.
Parking available rear Co.
Courts area and throughout
Civic Center area.

FREE PARKING

Opal Show Highlights
Foremost Dealers from throughout the world will capture your

attention at the American Opal Society's 12th Annual Show.
Specimen displays by mine owners, lapidary artists, jewelry de-
sign artists, and one of the world's greatest concentrations of
opal will be presented for the hobbyist and the collector.

Finished jewelry will be exhibited and for sale. Rough and
finished opal will present the full spectrum of opal varieties.

Demonstrations by Lapidary Equipment Dealers with first
. hand instruction will widen the knowledge of expert and novice
alike. Opal cutting and polishing methods by some of the
same speakers from the Seminar will allow individuals that
rare opportunity to ask puzzling questions and gain new in-
sights into the fascinating world of opal.

-
~.;.
J; '-""~--.E.- ~.

~eminar Theme:
"The October Adventure ~ '79"

*

Seminar Program Topics
Selecting and Cutting Rough Opal
Internal Structure/Play of Color
Opal Classification
Separation of Synthetic from Natural Opal
Appraising Opal
Carving Opal
The World of Black Opal
Making Triplets
The Mining of Opal Around The World
Electroplating and Electroforming
Mining and Exploration in Brazil and Australia
Up to the Minute Happenings in Gemology

SCHEDULED SPEAKERS

*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*

*

* June Culp Zeitner
* Ken Helfand
* Don Cadle
• Brian Lingham
* Bill Burns
* Clarence Rudd
* Dag Johnson
Seminar programs will be available to those attending.

-John Ballard, Seminar Chairman

*
. Marvin Wilson

Bill Judd
Bill Kerr
Jim Sgro
Ed Alexander
J. Digby Matheson

*
•
*
*

DRAWINGS FOR VALUABLE OPAL GEMS/JEWELRY
1.00 DONATION ENTITLES DONOR TO RAFFLE TICKET


