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24 KARAT THAT'S CHARLES GOLD. . .

To a large turnout, Charlie Gold, owner of Gem-Tec
Diamond Tool, "discoursed eloquently" on techniques in using
lapidary equipment for opal cutting. It was a satisfying in-
formative meeting, judging by the numerous complimentary re-
marks afterward.

Charlie delightfully surprised all present by announcing
that he would contribute 10% of all sales made during or after
the meeting. The Society gratefully accepted a check for $55.00!

Another announcement, really a preview, was the introduction
of an all diamond multiple wheel plus trim saw unit by Gem-Tech,
specifically designed for the opal cutter. Details will appear
in ads soon ..

TESTING - TESTING ... THE SEPTEMBER MEETING

For some months now, the Education Committee, chaired by
Jim Sgro, has been reviewing the AOS Opal Evaluation Form.
There is room for improvement.

The present evaluation form certainly is adequate; however,
it permits a rather wide judgemental range.

After considerable work by the COlllmittee,ano the exertion
of rigorous attention by Sgro, improvements to the form have
been compiled. The form has been tested as to effectiveness
and accuracy. It is felt that it now is in proper form for a
monitored test before a larger group.

Discussion and testing of the form will be conducted
during a full blown Opal Evaluation Session at the September
meeting.

Make sure you mark the date!! September 13, 19.79 at
7:30 P.M. at the location shown on the map. Bring several
opals - their value will be judged.

The meeting promises to be both entertaining and ed-
ucational. Evaluation sessions are always popular.
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. . . A WELL CONCEIVED BOOK .

The truly appropriate.review of Barrie O'Leary's "Field Guide
to Australian Opal" by Jim Holland in our June Newsletter generated
quite a lot of response. Most of the letters were inquiries on
where to purchase the volume.

As a service to AOS members only, we have ordered a quantity
from Mr. O'Leary. They should be arriving about the first of
October. Via the next Newsletter, we'll inform you of the cost and
enclose an order form for those that wish to purchase a volume.

O'Leary tells us that each book will be personally inscribed
and signed by the author. 'Hope he remembers to do so before ship-
ping, (or before writer's cramp sets in). Consider this a reminder,
Barrie! !

ON THE SICK LIST ..

Marv Wilson, our revered fellow member, and Show Chairman,is
entering the hospital for an operation on the 28th. of August. He
will be there, including post-operative care, for about a week.
Then, convalescence at home for a couple of weeks.

With his inimitable dry wit, he'll have the Hospital Staff
in stitches long before he is!! You can be sure of that!!

SuperMarv ... Get well soon. We need you!!

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

New members
are' welcomed

K. CHARLES EDWARDS, Jr.
RANCHO MIRAGE, CA

MR. & MRS. R. H. IRVINE
HOUSTON, TEXAS ,

MR. & MRS. AUBREY P. HEMMING
DOWNEY, CA

HOWARD SNITOWSKY
FOUNTAIN VALLEY, CA

I. J. SEUK
SKYVER TRADING COMPANY
SEOUL, KOREA

BOB HALAHAN
LOS ANGELES, CA

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * * * * * * * * * **



MORE ON ELECTROPOLISHING

Some time ago I published a small note on an electropolishing
procedure using cheap, safe ingredients. The electropolishing is
used after electroforming (with copper) and before plating with
nickel, silver, or gold. I recommended using a mixture of about
2/3 phosphoric acid and 1/3 water. The polish is similar to that
obtained with rouge when buffing.

In electropolishing. the jewelry is attached to the positive
terminal and a piece of stainless steel or copper attached to the
negative terminal (cathode). It takes about two volts. or more.
With two volts a small piece of jewelry with area of one square inch
will draw about two amperes current. Larger pieces of jewelry will
require more current but the same voltage. All this takes one to
five minutes or more.

Recently I have stumbled upon an improvement. In an (unsucc-
essful) effort to apply the procedure to certain bronze casting
alloys, I tried adding alcohol. The modified solution worked even
better than before with copper. The mixture is not critical:

water 30%
rubbing alcohol 5 to 10%
phosphoric acid 60 to 65% (use the 85% acid)

With the above mixture the surface seems to be even brighter.
Conditions are not critical. I have been using about 2.5 volts
recently, requiring about three amperes for each square inch.

John Ballard.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ** * * * *
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TO TIlE DISP LAYGIAl RMAN:

I wis~: 10 have a display in the 1979 Annual Show & Se:ninar

I wi 11 have my own display case, d.imensi ons being:

Height Width-'-- __ Debth _

__ I will need an AOS display case

Additional comments: ----------------------------------------------

Name:---------------------------------------------------------
Address: -------------------------------------------------------
City Stat e Zip _

Teleph(·ne_..;:.C__ ~) _

Mail To: PATTI DOBRIN
AMERICANOPAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 117
ARCADIA, CA 9101)6

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *

Anyone wishing to have a display of opal at the Show
please return this form as soon as possible. Limited
space is available. Thank you~


