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DUES 'N DON'TS ••.

As a starter • . • Drop your check in the mail
now! Dues are overdue. Don't put it off.

We've done our bit in fighting inflation. Same
dues as last year:

$12.00 For those within driving
distance of Downey (for
each family).

6.00 For those further away.

Do it now, we urge. We'll have to drop unpaid
members in March, grim as it may be. Use the form
enclosed in this issue, please.

DELLA PUTS ON HER WRITING CAP - JANUARY'S MEETING •

Forty to fifty members and guests were present at
the monthly general meeting of the American Opal Society
on February 14, the usual second Thursday of the month
when members and guests gather together to eagerly find
out all that is available about the Opal.

Enthusiasm always runs at high speed the minute
one steps into an "Opal" group of people. Exclamations
of wonder and joy take over when one discovers another
has completed a beautiful piece of jewelry. He begins
to hold it, move it from different angles to get the
full benefit that the lights can give, exclaiming all
the while. In turn, the designer, who has most likely
ground the stone from a rough rock-type stone and care-
fully brought out the best possible flashes of color
and polished it to a very high gloss, either purchased
a mounting or has cast one of gold or silver in his own
design or from a purchased wax ring that he (or she)
redesigned, taking out small parts and adding to others
until the wax model was right.



In a person's life, at some time, he (or she) feels the need
to do or make something perfect, to show that he really can. Prove
to yourself that you can. Don't be afraid to try.

There are other ways to improve your self-esteem while gathering
information for yo~r project. Get to know your AOS Officers, members
of the Board, and other resourseful people and be ready to help when
you can. These people give a huge portion of their time for your
benefit. They do not get paid for being there or for what they do.

By the way, no complaints were heard this month; everyone raved
about the excellent article by Him Holland in the February AOS News-
letter.

John Hall opened the meeting by introducing Dick Koch, who told
about his trip to Australia with his two sons, Rick and Drew. There
he met Mr. Peter Carrol, an AOS member, who gave him information
about the Australian mining. Dick is planning another trip in the
future and will do some Opal mining there. He played Barry O'Leary's
tape, and it was very entertaining and information, as promised.

Jackie Holland explained that the cover page of the article,
"Opal Triplet Making - The Finer Points or All You Needed to Know,
But Didn't Know Enough to Ask", was taken off for mailing reasons,
but it said that the article was a tie-in between the article by
JUlius Lippa, past president, and Jim's. She displayed a beautiful
collection which she and Jim designed and finished. All were very
fine triplets, and I heard many "ooh's and ahh's".

Refreshments were prepared and served by Jim Sgro. Raffle
tickets were sold, lucky numbers drawn, and donated prizes given
to lucky number holders by Jim Smallwood. Publications were dis-
played and loaned out by Pat Smallwood, our Librarian.

A few dealers were there, and after refreshments, this is where
the Opalholics were.

It was nice having Ruth and Marvin Wilson back after their
bouts with doctors.

It makes me feel humble when the Schmidts always seem to make
it from Sun City, even when it rains. Their little French poodle
Jo-Jo has pulled through again. When we realize how much a little
dog can mean to them, we are happy, too, that the unit is whole
again.

From an article in the Southeast News of February 15, 1980,
real gold jewelry is on the fashion scene now and is more elegant
than in decades. Americans are buying~ld jewelry as never before.
Sales of karat gold jewelry continue to rise significantly, even as
the price of gold has reached unprecedented levels. It represents
lasting value in these times of spiraling inflation. Because of
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gold's unique qualities which combine lustrous beauty with indes-
tructability, it is important to look for the karat stamp (14K or
18K) on the piece of jewelry. This is the only way to be sure that
a gold jewelry investment will bring dividends of pleasure for many
years to corne.

Did you really take the challenge and begin your electroforrning
and electroplating seriously? A friend of mine who knows Bill Judd
says that he has given four lectures on this subject in the last two
months, and they really were interesting and good. His quest is to
help anyone he can. His last lecture was recorded, and as she said,
"He really is in good form tonight! II The Women's Club of Downey was
filled to capacity, some even standing.

How about a writing contest using Opal from right here in the
good 01' U. S. A.? We have mines in California's Mojave Desert,
mines in Arizona, mines in Nevada, and in other places as well.
Now, there's a subject for someone to write about, "0pal, Here in
the United States. II

Submitted by Della Judd

(Editor's Note: Nice going, Della!)

******************************************************************

AN AOS VISUAL LIBRARY • . . THE MARCH MEETING

The AOS certainly cannot be accused of lacking imagination in
its programs. In March, it has been decided to present a visual
program, i.e. color slides from past AOS events, such as past annual
shows/seminars, last year's outing at an opal mine, etc. It'll be
a people-oriented program - opalholics "doing their thing." It
promises to be entertaining and, well, even hilarious.

Compiling the program is Jim Smallwood, our Raffle Chairman
(with an assist from John Hall, Ross Stambler, and others). Should

you have color slides featuring AOS members in any AOS setting,
please get them to Jim Smallwood before the meeting.

In addition, there are many of the more recent AOS meeting
attendees who have not seen the AOS-produced slide program (fostered
by Dr. Stambler) on opal dopping, cutting and polishing. This program
will be shown at the March meeting. Most interesting •..

As one would surmise, this type program is not only interesting,
but helps us formalize our library of photos for. an ever-expanding
availability of materials from which to draw, update and then dis-
tribute for other club showings, upon their request.

******************************************************************
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YOUR NEWLETTER STAFF RESPECTFULLY APPRECIATES • . .
Your contribution of written material, as in the case of Della

Judd, who reported on the February meeting. Splendid work!
Then, of course, the excellent piece of work by Jim Holland

in the January 1980 issue! His triplet-making article deserves
massive accolades - and he's been getting that deserved applause.

******************************************************************

AN ADDED NOTE .
Because of mailing limitations, we were unable to include the

"frontispiece" to Jim Holland's article in last month's issue.
Actually, we could have included the letter, but alternatively
would have had a "to be continuedll on the article: Somehow it
seemed more logical to read the article intact •.. So, the letter
is included in this issue of the Newsletter instead.

******************************************************************

NEWSLETTER STAFF
Contributing Editors: Larry Dobrin

- Della Judd
Jim Holland

Coordination, Printing & Disbursement: Martha Sanne

******************************************************************

HERE IS THE FORM TO USE WHEN SUBMITTING YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES . • .

TO THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, P. O. BOX 117, ARCADIA, CA 91006
Enclosed are my 1980 dues.
I do not wish to continue my membership at this time.
I discontinued my membership on (date).

Date Signature
Address
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January 1980
To. The American Opal Society
From. H. L. "Jim" Holland

The attached treatise on opal triplet making was written
in response to Education Chairman Jim Sgro's'request several
months ago. Through the years there have been several good
descriptions published'covering the basic process and a few
of the finer points. And, al~hough the basics of an opal
triplet haven't really changed, there continue to be improve-
ments in tools, techniques and even materials. In addition,
there has always been more left unsaid in most writings on
the subject than has been disclosed.

I have tried to duplicate only very sketchily those
basics so often described. My attempt is to ~ to the
existing body of knowledge and to put into perspective those
considerable differences that exist between triplet making
and most lapidary and gem cutting pr-oce ase s ,

My treatise is long and possibly not the easiest of
reading. But it is only fitting for such a laborious task,
with so many possibilities for errors along the way to that
perfect triplet.

For the relatively inexperienced, this writing should be
studied in conjunction with ,the Lippa/Gilson Lapidary Journal
articie. The American Opal Society purchased a quantity of
those, which fill in some of my sketchy information with
excellent illustrations, for Seminar distribution in October
1979.

So I herewith donate these 'words of wisdom' to the
American Opal Society in furtherance of its objective of opal
education. Use it in whatever manner you see fit.
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