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OPALHOLICS GATHER - THE MARCH MEETING

Many thanks to Jim Sgro for presiding over the March
meeting in the absence of President Larry Dobrin (in Korea
on a business trip). The program as announced included
a showing of an AOS-sponsored educational slide series on
"Opal Dopping, Cutting, and Polishing." Narrated by Dr.
Ross Stambler, this program was arduously assembled over
a period of four years. Well now - unfortunately due to
unforeseen personal circumstances, Jim Smallwood who would
have shown a series of slides on AOS activities couldn't
be there. So, we have a reserved program to look forward
to in the future. Bill Judd came prepared with his popular
program on Steam Casting =~ but it too wasn't shown (there
are 100 slides in the program). Bill did speak informally
on experiences with electroforming - Welcomed any time!

It was an evening of fellowship and good feeling.
It's good to vary program content - Variety, Variety . . !

THE WOBBLY SKYROCKETS - GOLD AND SILVER =
THE APRIL MEETING . .

It was February, 1978. Your AOS Newsletter in an
excellent article by Vic Mayo, elaborated on gold and
silver - market conditions, the buying of precious metals
by foreigners, karatage and what it means, and how gold
prices are fixed daily in London . . . to touch upon some
highlights. At that writing, gold was $175.00 an ounce,
and silver about $5.00 an ounce.

Today, opalholic hobbyists as well as professional
jewelers wince at the thoughtof either buying or repleni-
shing their dwindling supply to mount their opal .

Not only have prices increased outrageously, but their
skyrocketed plateaus are shakey, seemingly ready to plunge
downward imminently.

For our April meeting, Vic Mayo will present his
informed, factual, and thought-provoking insights on gold
« « . Or its practical alternatives, for the hobbyist.
Why not alternative attractive metals?



For those who insist on using goldv— Must it be bought?
What about gold panning? - Or more energetically, gold mining?!

As part of his program, Vic will show a film of his making
"Skindiving for Gold on the Yuba River."

Intriguing, eh?! Sounds like enough material for a jam-
packed evening - Doesn't 1t?. Be sure to be there!!

Mark your calendar! Thursday, April 10, 1980, 7:30pm.
Check the map in this newsletter for directions.

COMING SOON - THE AOS MINE OUTING ! ! !

Save your gasoline! Prepare! Sharpen your chisels! (And
Mr. Judd - Dig out that bodacious chile recipe!)

It's time for the annual traditional outing at the opal mine!
Dates - May 3rd and 4th, 1980. The Place - Nowak Fire Opal Mine,
East of Red Rock Canyon in the El1 paso Mountains of California.

Partners Marge and Lupe Diaz, and Lucy and Marv Garvin will
be the mine owner hosts.

Included in this Newsletter is an Information Sheet on the
Nowak Mine giving many of the particulars. There are some special
things to mention - tho. Most important: Bring a dish for Saturday
Nite Pot Luck.

Next - You don't have to split rocks to have fun. Many find
opal in the "tailings"; others find the beauty of Opal Canyon
sufficient. All enjoy the warmth and friendship of the event.

There may be some members wishing to organize car pools or
caravans. These can be organized at the April general meeting.
Save your other questions for the meeting, also. :

Each outing gets better than the last - Plan on being there!
Let's get to. know each other better!

OPAL - THE POPULARITY LEADER .

The prestigious Jewelers Circular - Keystone Magazine (serving
the jewelry industry) has come up with some interesting findings.
JC-K Compiled an updated listing of best selling colored gems from
retail jewelers responses. It's in their March, 1980 issue.

It seems the Jjewelers have recognized our preference - the

Queenly Opal. Top rated stone in appeal was white opal with a 48%
"very good" rating. Second was sapphire (44%) and third, ruby (42%).
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It's only fair to mention that these merchandising preferences
were heavily influenced by the outlandish prices of gold and diamonds.

And . . . by the way, a 13% "very good" response went to black
opal. Probably affected by price and rarity. \

What we find cheering is the broadening in appreciation of
the magnificent precious opal. As opal becomes better known and
valued, the true incomparable variety and endless appeal will
follow for more of us. :

* % % % * % * *x % % *x * * *x *k k% k k * k %k % %k * k% x *x k% *x * *k *

Dues have been flowing
in . . ! Have you sent
yours? If you are among
the missing, you know
it.

Dues are certainly
modest - $12.00 for
those within driving
distance of Downey,
$6.00 for all others.

Sit down and write
that check now!!

Remember -

AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY
P. 0. BOX 117
ARCADIA, CA 91006

Then, pat yourself on the back and accept the thanks from
your fellow members!

* % * % % * *x * *x

WELCOME N EW MEMBERS . . .

A warm and friendly WELCOME to the following newly joined
members:

Presenting. . .
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New Members o

Mr. & Mrs. Norman R. Matlock Mr. Peter B. Hiatt
Boise, Idaho Ventura, California
Mr. & Mrs. Rex Trowbridge Mr. R. E. Shanahan
Redmond, Oregon Sacramento, California

Mr. Peter T. Sweeney
Miami Beach, Florida

* * * % * % k * % * * * * % *x * k k *x * *k k k %k *x % %k * %k %k * *

WE GOTTA SAY

It's really inspiring month-to-month hearing from members
from all over the country saying good things about the Newsletter.
Sure - we put a lot of work into it, but it really makes it worth-
while when it's appreciated! Wish it were possible to print all
the kudos!: '

A "Letters to the Editor" department has been considered,
but that's more in balance with a newspaper or magazine.

Nevertheless, we would never want to be hidebound in our
thing - Right!? The superb article on triplet making by Jim
Holland published in the January 1980 issue drew a lot - I mean
a lot - of applause! The many compliments in the instance of the
Holland article we consider to be his and his alone. (We just
take credit for recognizing young talent (sic) such as Jim . . .)

So - breaking with tradition, we chose the mest comprehensive
letter on the value of such writing - printed below:

Don Cochran, Honolulu:

"Jim Holland's article in the January Newsletter is
easily the finest article on opal triplet making ever pub-
lished. It is comprehensive, yet clear and concise. 1In
its style, composition, and information content are seen
the rare, but unmistakable mark of a man who not only has
the experience, but knows how best to relate it to others.
Indeed, Jim's paper may well be one of the very best ever
in the lapidary literature (a literature not often given
to journalistic erudition.) I would strongly urge the
society to sponsor wider publication.
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"We are truly fortunate to have in our group a man
so gifted - as a lapidary and a communicator. Wish that
I were able to congratulate Jim personally and learn from

-all of you at the monthly meetings.

"Aloha."

¥ * % % % % % % % k *x %k k¥ *x % % %k *x k *x % % * x % *k * * *x * * *

NEWLETTER STAFF - -

Contributing Editors: Larry Dobrin

Coordination, Printing & Disbursement: Martha Sanne

% k Kk * k k *k *k k k k *k k k % % *k k * * * * * *x * *k *k * * *x *

HERE ONE MORE TIME IS THE FORM TO USE WHEN SUBMITTING YOUR
MEMBERSHIP DUES . . .

TO THE AMERICAN OPAL SOCIETY, P. O. BOX 117, ARCADIA, CA 91006

( ) Enclosed are my 1980 dues.

'( ) I do not wish to continue my membership at this time.
( ) I discontinued my membership on (date) .
Date Signature

Address
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MINING:

FIREWOOD:

Fire Opal Mine

OPAL CANYON ROAD, KERN COUNTY CALIF,

Address all inquires to
Marge & Lupe Diaz
9863 Telfair Ave..
Arleta, CA 91331
Phone (213) 8995744

SPECIAL RATE TO A0S MEMBERS!!!!

$1.00 per day per person for all
Members.

- SUGCESTED THINGS TO BRING

We offer no concessions or food cupplies.

We have a dry camp.You must bring an
" adequate supply for your needs.

Cpen fires are perm\tted. You must
bring your own wood.

A smalil hammer [2 not enbuqh to break
the rocks you will find at Nowak's.
Bring with you the following:

large sledge hammer 4% and up

large hammer 2,3, or 4. :

cold chisels 1 i{nch thick x 8 inches long
shovel |

bucket
garden scratcher

tile cutter
pad, for sitting
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