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GOLD - THE WOBBLY SKYROCKET - THE APRIL MEETING
with the backdrop of a series of visual aids - charts, enlarged photos,
graphs - vic Mayo sallied forth into the world of gold. Poised and
articulate, Vic created a fascinating tapestry of facts and lore. He
spoke "Gold", as it were - almost a language of its own. The sizable
crowd found itself amazed at the diversity of the subject: gold as a
beautiful color, as a scientific tool, as an essential in probing
outer space, as a minute particle within a mountain of ore.

Mayo's respectful treatment of the precious substance most of us
associate with jewelry was eye-opening - a learning experience.

His personal experiences associated with mining in Nevada and dredging
along California's Yuba River added luster via slides and motion
picture film.

No way (as they say) could the topic be thoroughly covered in one
meeting! Pretty clear that vic has amassed enough material for a
series of programs!

50 - we've called upon vic to speak again. More than likely the next
talk will be at the June meeting. John Hall and vic Mayo will be
working out a schedule.

We'll eagerly await a sequel! Those of you who didn't attend the
April meeting and are within driving distance - Keep your eye on
this very Newsletter for an announcement.

At the general meeting, Dr. Ross 5tambler reported on an organiza-
tional item of importance. With Board sanction, Ross has been taking
the necessary steps to revise the fiscal year of the AOS to begin
January 1st rather than July 1st as at present. The cyclical pattern
of fiscal affairs supports the change.

Along with such a change, the Board has also recommended that elec-
tions of officers and Board members coincide with a calendar year
pattern. Specifically, officers and Boardmembers for re-election
are to be nominated at the November·general meeting hereafter.
Elections would be held at the January general meeting, and instal-
lation of officers and directors would become effective at the
January meeting. (The December meeting is skipped because attendance
may be affected by the holidays and the general non-business mood.)
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The by-laws require a proper reasonable notice preceding a general membership
meeting on such an issue, then a majority vote of attendees at that general
meeting to effect the Board-recommended by-law change. Dr. Stambler's
presentation was to inform the general membership (proper notice) with a vote
to be taken at the next meeting.

After some discussion, it was, however, suggested that the general membership
waive its right of notice in view of the unanimous Board of Directors recom~
mendation. On a motion made, seconded and unanimously passed, officer and
director terms to January, 1981 were approved in behalf of the general mem-
bership. (The Board at its later April 17, 1980 meeting ratified the action.)

The effect is that terms of President Lawrence (Larry) L. Dobrin, First Vice
President James (Jim) Sgro, and Second Vice President William (Bill) K. Judd
are extended until January, 1981.

**************************************************************************

I I I COMING UP - THE MAY MEETING - AN AUSTRALIAN EXPERIENCE
Many of us have daydreamed of simply taking a year off from the daily routine
and visiting the opalholic heartland - Australia. At the May meeting we will
hear from a couple that did just that.

Walt Abramson of Whittier will share with us the experiences of an American
couple in the Land Down Under."

It oughta be really interesting • .

Remember ~ It's the 8th of May at 7:30 pm Thursday, of course, at the location
shown on the map enclosed. (Oh yes, the Abr-amsons enjoyed it so much, they're
going again - for ( ou guessed it!) another year!)

I r I THE BIG SHOW AND SEMINAR - 1980 !!
Preparations are already underway for the 1980 - bigger than ever - AOS
annual show and seminar. It'll be held October 11th and 12th at Norwalk
Civic Center.

Key man for the show is John Hall. Show Chairman John Hall has "been there"
whenever an AOS event needed his assistance virtually from the beginning of
the Society. He has participated in study groups, special projects and commi-
tee work, often working with his charming and competent wife, Evelyn. John
has been Program Chairman for our monthly meetings for a number of years -
the producer and introducer.
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After three years as Annual Seminar Chairman (through 1978), John in 1979
took the responsibility of Associate Show Chairman. working with Marv and
Ruth Wilson, he availed himself of their excellent ideas and refinements
developed over their seven years of show stewardship.

We're most fortunate to have John undertake this important responsibility.
We're sure he'll do a superb job! Let's give him our support in every way
we know how!

Seminar Chairman for 1980 is Glenn Briney, a relative newcomer to the AOS.
Glenn has rapidly become recognized as a very capable organizer, with an
extensive background in club work, notably the Orchid Society. Briney brings
both competence and a fresh approach to the important post of Seminar Chairman.
Glenn will have the able assistance of Dr. John Ballard, the 1979 Seminar
Chairman. (And a great job he did, too!)

For the 1980 Annual, we'll see a new event: an Opal Jewelry Design Contest.
Nothing stodgy or unimaginative about your Society, eh?! Actually, the Opal
Jewelry Design Contest was originally scheduled for this spring, but it dawned
on the show planners that it would add zest to the show - So why not?

The indefatigable Jim Sgro is Design Contest Chairman. He is working on details
- to be announced soon. One detail already settled - There's $500 in prizes
budgeted!

Planning for October began in January. It's a big job, of course. Ideas and
suggestions are welcomed as is your generous time needed. Committee posts
are open, waiting for volunteers. Make vour thoughts and assistance known.

To simplify correspondence, mail comments on any show, seminar, or contest
matters to the individual for whom it is intended at the Newsletter address.

I , • YOUR EXECUTIVE SECRETARY IS BASKING IN THE SUN I I ,

in Florida for three weeks! So correspondence, membership confirmations,
and the myriad of items Patti Dobrin generally handles promptly may be sliahtly
delayed. Patti is really dedicated to her time-consuming responsibilities with
the AOS, rarely receiving thanks. So - Hello Patti! Get some rest. We miss
you! . • . and THANKS!
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