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THE MINE OUTING - - - A TWO DAY BASH!!!

The bigger than ever ''Day At The Mines'" attracted thirty
seven AOS'ers to the Nowak Opal Mine on May 3rd. and 4th..
Armed with hammers and chisels, the ardent diggers set out to
demolish the opal ridge! The cobalt blue sky, mild temperatures
and wafting breezes all contributed to an aura of a mining
vacationland,

By midafternoon, chafed knees and neglected muscles
flagged the ardor of many, and Basalt filled buckets were
hauled to the nearest shade - and siesta.

As evening approached, out came the hams, chickens, chili,
salads, beans, and an added variety of other delectable fare.
The grinning AOS'ers compared their opal finds as tables were
loaded in the shelter of the giant patio next to the Garvins'
trailer.

The second demolition of the day exhausted the fabulous
array of food. Nothing tastes as good as food outdoors!!
Especially after an invigorating day seeking the incredible
flashing play of color of precious opal.

Then, the roaring bonfire - marshmallows - the dark sky
sparkling with stars beyond counting. Tall tales - relaxation-
chuckles and laughter. ;

It was a most memorable event .
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"DOWN UNDER' FOR A YEAR - THE MAY MEETING

Mr. § Mrs. Walt Abramson regaled us with a very comprehensive
and spellbinding tour - a tour de force, really, of Australia. The
Abramsons spent a year (to the day) moving from one mineralogical
location to another in a camper van purchased on their arrival (and
sold on their departure). Their visit included numerous mines -
Ruby, Agate, Chrysoprase, and of course, Opal.

Their stay in various opal districts and their opal mining
adventures were recorded on colored slides. Fine photography and
good continuity of presentation. We even visited (on film), the
interior of an underground home in Coober Pedy.

To lend further atmosphere to the presentation, the Abramsons
even recorded the "sounds of Australia".

All in all, a terrific evening! ! !
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LIGHTNING RIDGE - THE JUNE MEETING

Qur June meeting will feature a firsthand account of opal
prospecting last month by the indefatigable Dick Koch, our resident
adventurer. Dick prospected and dug opal at Lightning Ridge during
his month and a half stay, applying scientific techniques. Dick,

a keen observer and serious in his efforts, will relate the present
conditions of Lightning Ridge mining.

Unquestionably this session will be most informative. Be
there!! '

Thursday, June 12, 1980, at 7:30 P.M. at the Califdrnia
Federal meeting site as shown on the map. Mark the date and join us!?
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Presenting . . p

New Members o

ASSOCIATE MEMBERS:

PHYLLIS A. BRAUSE MR. "SI'" FRAZIER

PARADISE, CALIFORNIA BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA
MR. & MRS. CHARLES E. SWITZER MRS. ELSA GOURSON
SANTA CLARA, CALIFORNIA VENTURA, CALIFORNIA
MR. & MRS. RALPH SWAGLER MR. DAVE SCHROEDER
MATTAWAN, MICHIGAN LA JOLLA, CALIFORNIA
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PHOENIX ARIZONA CHAPTER:

MR. & MRS. AL BROADBENT DOUGLAS W. CHIPMAN
PHOENIX, ARIZONA GLENDALE, ARIZONA
MR. & MRS. RAYMOND HOLLAND MR. W. L. STROMBERG
PHOENIX, ARIZONA PHOENIX, ARIZONA
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