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"LIGHTNING" ON THE RIDGE - THE JUNE MEETING
Our own Aussie transplant, Dick Koch, made his memorable

mark on the Lightning Ridge landscape recently . . . and told
us about it. The price of opal mining is up ... costs $5.00
a foot to have a hole dug now .. At depths of 30-60 feet to the
opal strata, the investment can mount quickly unless one has
prepared for the outlay - or gets lucky fast •. Holes are power
drilled, three feet in diameter using Caldweld drills.

Dick reports that there are 300-400 miners in and around
Lightning Ridge, most of whom are concentrated in one spot . .
the local bar. Gets mighty dry there!!!

In the six weeks Dick was there, it appears he slaked his
thirst on the fields - hard at work. His expedition netted a
great deal of lore and experience in preparation for another
mining assault beginning in August.

Dick displayed a wide variety of precious gem materi~l-
some gorgeous blacks included. A bonus for attendees at the
meeting was a free beer coaster from the Lightning Ridge
Tavern. We wish you well on your next foray, Dick!! I
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GOLD FEVER!!! OUR JULY MEETING
Vick Mayo, who presented a fascinating review of gold and its

many uses at our April meeting is back for an encore!! In his last
talk there wasn't time for Vick to cover gold in jewelry, and
alternatives to gold for jewelry. This time we'll get the inside
story on the important metals that can be afforded by the hobbyist
and how to work with these gold alternatives.

'Oughta be very useful for all of us!! Come one, come all!!!
REMEMBER: The date is July 10, 1980, at 7:30 P.M .. Check

the location and directions on the enclosed map.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ,* * * * * * * * * * *
WE'RE ROLLIN'. . .

onward toward the Show! John Hall, our Show Chairman, working
with Associate Show Chairman, Patti Dobrin, have all the Dealer
space allocated. There were some tough decisions to be made; many
more Dealer requests than space.

Aptly named "The Opal Triumverate" this years' Show will_fea-
ture the Dealer congregation, the popular Seminar, and a new
addition - The Opal Jewelry Design Contest. Details on the contest
should be available in the next issue of the Newsletter. Jim Sgro,
Contest Organizer, is finishing details of rules and judging.

Glenn Briney, Seminar Chairman, informs us that this years
proceedings will be VIDEOTAPED, with permission 'of individual
speakers. Tapes can then be provided for Clubs and individuals
.at a modest fee throughout the year. So much valuable content
comes through via the individual presentations, much of which
has to be seen to be useful.

The Show will be held on the 11th. and 12th. of October, at
the Norwalk City Office Building, 12700 Norwalk Blvd., Norwalk
California.
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SPREADING THE WORD . . .

Many thanks to the Gem and Jewelry Times International
for the extensive coverage of American Opal Society activities.
Through such exposure, many readers of that popular publication
learn of the Society, and of our Annual Show and Seminar.
Dr. Lester Gideon, publisher of GJTI, has worked in close
association with the Society on many occasions. For those
of you who are unfamiliar with GJTI (in the minority, I
would imagine) we suggest you subscribe. Just $3.00 a
year. Send your check and address to Dr. Lester Gideon &
Associates, Times Publication Division, 115 W. Ocean Avenue,
Lompoc, California 93436 (U.S.A.) U.K. subscritions are
~5.75p. International airmail (if you live outside the U.S.)
is $13.00. Be sure to let Dr. Gideon know you are a member
of the American Opal Society.
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
PERSONALS
WHEW! - WE WERE WORRIED I!

Jim Smallwood and his wife, Pat, always energetically
with us, encountered near disaster. Jim was rushed to
Downey Hospital in mid-June with Emphysema, complicated by
Pneumonia, and a heart attack. After two weeks (mostly
spent in Intensive Care), Jim is now home and resting. No
more cigarettes!! We should all take heed to Jims' admoni-
tion ."Should've quit years ago".

Get well quickly, Jim!!!

HELLO. WORLD!!
.. sez the first Granddaughter of Jim and Jackie

Holland. Her name is Jessica Dawn. . . born around the
time of our June meeting. We're told that the proud
Grandpa and Grandma only missed that meeting because of
the exciting personal event. Understandable, understand-
able - eh?I Congratulations to you both! II
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PHOENIX CHAPTER AMmICAN OPAL SOCIETt

Report at the meeting held June 19. 1980.

Abeautiful 'orest Service IIIme showing mltiple use ot the rorest .
was shown.

J0 and Bob Gri1'ti th told 01' their coming tour to Australia in
November. At the July meeting there will be slides shown 01'
Australia and New Zealand by a memberof the Cah11.L-&3D1JI1dTravel
Service. This meeting w.Ul be held at H~en Road aI¥i Indian
School Road in Scottsdale.
A new meeting place was discussed because we will DO langeI" be
meeting at 2301 North Miller Road in Scottsdale.

Plans are being made with the Arizona Prospectors Association tor
an outing this summer.

The July meeting will be held July 17 at Hayden Road and Indian
~chool Road in ~cottBdale at the parks building.
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